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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

JOHN B. TIMBERLAKE, OF JACKSON, MICHIGAN,

'HANDLE FOR PLATES AND DISHES.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 264,795, dated September 19, 1882,
Application filed August 10, 1882. (No model.)

To all whom it may corncern :

Be it known that I, JOEN B. TIMBERLAKE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Jackson, in the county of Jackson and State
of Michigan, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Haudles for Plates
or Dishes, of which the following is -a speci-
fication, 1eference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings.

This invention relates to improvements in
the construetion of handles for dishes of glass
or earthenware, and in the method of attach-
ing the same to dishes and vessels, it pertain-
ing more especially to improvements upon
devices shown in my previous patents, No.
233,362, dated July 20,1880, and No. 249,807,
dated November 22, 1881. The last of said
patents, No. 249,807, shows a handle extend-
ing rigidly from side to side of a vessel, and
baving adownwardly-projecting screw-thread-
ed rod or arm on each side, with which a nut
engages for clamping the handle in place.
Some inconvenience is experienced in employ-
ing a handle of this character,arising from the
fact that the downwardly-projecting threaded
rods or arms not only prevent the applica-
tion of the handle to such dishes as have the
supporting tlanges or beads at the very bot-
tom, but also from the fact that they (said
threaded rods). prevent, nnder some circum-
stances, the ornamentation which it is desira-
ble to have at the point where they project.

The present inveuntion relates to a rigidly-
attached handle extending across the top of
the dish and provided with fastening devices
of such nature as to permit it to be applied
notonly at the top or points above the bottom,
but also allow the attachment of the handle di-
rectly to the base or bottom part of the article.

It relates, farther, to so applying the fasten-

ing devices to the handle that the latter shall

be held rigidly in an upright'position, while at
the same time the means of fastening shall be
entirely concealed, either by being made flush
with -the bottom of the supporting flange or
bead or by means of ornamental coverings.
The invention relates to other matters of
detail, which will more fully hereinafter appear.
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a compara-
tively flat plate or dish of the character used
for holding cheese and similar articles. Fig. 2
is a vertical section of a vessel having my im-

proved handle applied thereto directly at the
bottom. Tigs. 3, 4, and 5 are views of modi-
fied forms ot devices for fastening the handleé.
TFig. 6 shows'a method of clamping the handle
and at the sanme time concealing the fasten-

‘ing devices by ornamental coverings.

In the drawings, the body of the vessel or
dish is represented by A, which may be of the
character of almost any of the ordinary ves-
sels or dishes, though the present invention
is more especially applicable to those in which
1t is necessary or desirable to secure the han-
dle at a low point in or nearly in the plane of
the bottom. These dishes or vessels, for table
purposes, are generally formed to have one or
more rims or flanges projecting outwardly be-
yond the space occupied by the article, and
many have rims or beads between the upper
and lower edges. Thus plates for holding
bread, pies, &e., are generally comparatively
flat, having wide outwardly-extending flanges
or rims a, as do also dishes for holding pickles
and the like, though the latter sometimes have
lugs instead of continuous beads or rims; and
sometimes: have the lugs or beads at some-
thing of a distance above the bottom, as shown
at a’ in Tig. 6.

While the plates or dishes are being made
they can be provided with apertures ¢ in the
flanges, rims, or beads; but this invention is
also.applicable to vessels whichk have already
been finished withoutapertures therein, assuch
apertures can be readily formed by processes

‘and appliances brought into use of late years.

I form the handle preferably of a single piece
of thin metal, either round or polygonal in
cross-section, bent into U shape, or into an
equivalent form. The legs B B of the handle
may be provided with expanded parts b b at
the lower ends, which can-extend upward to
any suitable point. The handle is provided
with apertures passing upward into or through
the expanded parts b b, which apertures are
arranged to correspond with the apertures ¢
in the flanges or rims of the plates or dishes.

As shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, the handle is
fastened in place by means of the following
devices: C C/C C are serews or threaded rods
adapted topassupward through the apertures
¢ in ‘said flanges, rims, or beads, and to en-
gage with the apertures. Thehead of therod
or serew is preferably of such shape as to be
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concealed, and for this purpose the apertures
¢ may be countersunk upon the under side of
the flange or rim.- 'When thus arranged the
handle may be secured to the very base or bot-

tom:of the article in: such way as to prevent
any of the clamping devices from interfering
with the proper support of or from marring
the appearance of the vessel. -~ In this respect
a handle of this character is superior to the
one shown inmy aforesaid Patent No. 249,807,
butithas,in common therewith, the advantage
that the screw-threaded fastening devices of
one leg of the handle are by the other pre-
vented from being disengaged, as it isrimpos:
sible to have any axial movement of the han-

- dle relative to the dish, or vice versa, when
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the handle is thus fastened at two diametri-
cally-opposite points.

It will be seen that.the clamping of each leg
is effected by means of the expanded head ¢/
engaging with the under side of the lug, bead,
orrim. -This expanded part C’ of the ¢lamp-
ing devices may be varied more or less with-
out departing materially from. the essential
part of theinvention. Thus, asshown:in Fig.
4, the expanded part C’ is provided by means
of solder so applied as to engage with the
short downward extension € from theleg of
the handle. The head C’ thus produced, how-
ever, acts substantially similarly to that pro-
vided by the head of the screw, as shown in
Fig. 2. The expanded part C/ may, as shown
in Flg 5, be formed by spreading the down-
ward extension C of the leg of the handle so
as to crowd it against the glass or earthen-
ware to provide a elamp in substantially the
manner described.

Instead of making the parts b b above the
rim or bead of the dish integral with the han-
dle, as shown in Figs. 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6, they may
be made . in the form of sleeves, as shown in
Fig. 3, which sleeves may be engaged with
the h.mdle by serew-threads, solder, or other-
wise, and with which the screws C C/ ean be
cansed to engage in the manner deseribed for
the construction shown in Fig. 2

When the handle is fastened by any of the
above -described forms of devices not only
can it be applied to the dish at a lower point,
but also the fastening can be completely con-
cealed, as there is no downwardly-projecting
threa,ded rod, as has been customary hereto-
fore. This lattel end can be attained also by
using the means shown in Fig. 6, in which
case the downward extensions 0 of the legs
of the handle are provided with grooves or
recesses, and into these grooves or recesses
can be crowded more or less of the metal of
the clamping parts C/ (made in the form of
concealing *“drops” or ornamentations) by
means of pliers or suitable tools. The drop

or ornamental piece is thus made to operate
both as a clamp and as a cover to conceal
This last form, though it can-

the fastening,

264,798

not be_applied at as low a point:as:can the
other means shown,yet,in common therewith,
has this feature just mentioned—to wit,: the
concealing of the clamp or fastening.

D represents a cushion or washer, prefer-
ably made of rubber or equivalent material,
and placed eithér between the flange or bead
@ and the lower end of the handle, or between
said flange or bead and the head: of the screw
or threaded rod; or, if desired, a cushion or
washer of this character may be employed
upon each side of the flange or bead, the ob-
ject being to prevent the material of the dish
or vessel from being marred or broken by the
strain caused in clamping the handle tightly
in place. Italsooperatesto preventany loos-
ening of the handle that might result from a
contraction or expansion of the parts rela-
tively to each other caused by heating or
cooling.

It will be seen that the handle extends con-
tinuously in one rigid piece from one of the
expanded parts: D over the top of the vessel
and down to the other expanded portion b.

What I claim is—

1. The combination, with the herein-de-
scribed handle extending rigidly from side ‘to
side of the dish or vessel, of -the screws C C,
which pass:upwardly through a portion of the
dish to engage with the handle, and which
have expanded parts.-C/ C/, sitnated lower
down than the threaded parts C, and:adapted

to be made flush with the lower surface of

that portiou: of the dish to which the handle
is attached, whereby the: bandie cau  be fast-
ened to a low partof a plate, substantially as
set forth. ,

2, The combination, with the handle ex-
tending rigidly from one side to the other of
the plate or vessel, of the parts C C, adapted
to pass through a lug or flange on the plate
or dish, and the expanded parts C’ ¢/, which
entirely conceal the parts C C, and which bear
against the under side of the flange or lug
which holds the handle, substantially as set
forth.

3. The combination, Wlth the handle hav-
ing the expanded I)dI‘Eb b'b at the lower ends
of the legs, of the screws or threaded rods
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C G, adapted to be passed upwardly through -

a portion of the vessel and engage with said
expanded parts b b, substantially as set forth.
4. The combination, with the U-shaped han-
dlehavingthe legs B B,and the screw-threaded
clamping devices adapted to secare the han-
dle tightly to a perforated plate or dish,of the
rubber or other washers, D, arranged and op-
erated substantially as set f01 th.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
JOHN B. TIMBERLAKIE,
Witnesses:
H. H. DOUBLEDAY,
‘W. T. JOENSON. '

irg

‘120




