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To all whom vt may concern :

Be it known that I, WiLriAM B, HALL, of
Lancaster,in the county of Lancaster and State
of Pennsylvania, haveinveunted certain new and
useful Improvements in Breech-Loading Tire-
Arms; and Ldo berebydeclare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, sueh as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it pertains to make and use it,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form part of this specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
breech- loading fire-arms; and it consists, first,
in the combmatlou of the fore end, the d(‘thll
bom‘, and one or more levers wh]ch are piv-
oted in the body, and which have their front
ends to project through the body so as to be
operated by the fore end, while their rear ends
form the mainsprings when the gan is closed,
at the same time that they act as levers to
cock the hammers, so that when the rear ends
of the barrels are thrown up both of the levers
turn upon their pivots sufficiently to throw the
hammer back, and then serve as mainsprings
to force them forward when the trigger is
pulled.

The object of my invention is to cock both
of the hammers at once by throwing up the
rear ends of the barrels, and thus dispense with
cocking-levers, which have heretofore been em-
ployed for this purpose.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my invention
with the lock-plate removed, showing the ham-
mer in oue position; and Flo 2 is a similar
view, showing the hammer When cocked. Tig.
3 is '1, plan view of the front end of the body.

A represents the working body, and B the
fore end, both of which may be constructed in
any desired manner, Pivotedin arecess which
is made in the side of the working body is the
combined operating-lever and mainspring (.,
These spring-levers have their front ends to
project throngh the curved tront end of the
working body and to pass through and into
an opening or openings made in the rear part
of the fore end, so that when the barrels have
their rear ends thrown upward the fore end
will force the front ends of these spring-levers
downward. Theselevers are pivoted at E, and
have their rear ends, which form the main.
springs, to catch in suitable recesses which are
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formed in the lower front edges of the ham-
mers Y. When the front ends of these spring-
levers are forced downward by the fore end
their rear ends are thrown upward, so as to
force the hammers backward to a point where
the sear will catch in the noteh, and while
their front ends are thus foreed downward and
their rear ends upward, (the barrels being
closed,) the tension of the springs upon the
hammers is sufticient to cause them to fly for-
ward against the firing-pins with sufficient
force to explode a cartridge when the trigger
is pulled. These hammers are placed wholly
inside of the lock-plates, and have no levers
or other encking devices conneected to them in
any way, but are operated wholly by the move-
ments of the barrels and the spring-levers.
When it iy desired to uncock the hammers the
locking-bolt H must first be moved backward
in the usual manner, s» that the barrels can
be turned dowuwmd Jjust far euough to bnng
enough pressure upon the front ends of the
spring-levers to prevent them from acting with
their full powers upon the hammers \vheu the
trigger is pulled. Even though the hammers
should fly forward with their full force, the
rear ends of the barrels being raised, the fir-
ing-pins caunnot strike the mrmdoes The
locking-lever, when foreed backwdrd strikes
against the front end of the safety catch or
slide I, which is forced backward sufficiently
far so that its rear end will cateh in the re-
cesses made in the front edges of the triggers.
This safety-catch locks the trigeers, so that
they cannot be pulled backward, and thus pre-
vents an accidental discharge of the gun.
ter the triggers have once been locked they
cannot be fired nntil the safety-cateh is foreed
forward so as to release the triggers, and this
is done by pressing against the cateh or slide
which prOJects down through the trigger- plate.
Wheun this slide L is forced forward it carries
the safety-catch with it, and thus releases Loth
of the triggers, réady for firing the gun.

By meansoftheconstraction above deseribed,
the tilting movement of the barrels alone is
made to cock both of the hammers, and thus
all ecocking-levers and other such devices are
entirely dispensed with.

The pivotal bolt I?, which passes through the
front end of the bodv for the barrels to turn
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on, is held in place by the combined springs
and levers O and the front ends of the lock-
plates, which fill the long recesses in the sides
of the body, as is shown in Fig.3. Thesetwo
parts bear against the ends of the bolt, and
thus prevent the slightest endwise movement

in either direction until these parts have been
removed.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. In a breech-loading fire-arm, the combi-
nation of the pivoted fore end, the hammer,
and a combined operating-lever and main-
spring, made in a single piece and pivoted on
the frame between the hammer and the fore
end, substantially as shown.

264,827

2. In a breech-loading fire arm, the combi-
nation of the working body, the pivoted fore
end, the combined lever and mainspring, and

‘the hammer, the lever and spring being piv-

oted at i upon the body and placed in a re-
cess in the side of the body, substantially as
described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WM. B. HALL.

Witnesses:
C. S. DRURY,
W, H. KBry.
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