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Be it known that I, PrLINY F. HoDGES, of
Chiecago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented an Improved Carrier-
Chainj and I do herebydeclarethat the follow-
ing is afull, clear, and exact deseription there:
of, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, making part of this application,

My invention relates to a novelconstruction |

of’chain-linksadapted tocarry pivoted orhinged
fingers—such, for instance, as used on the car-
rier-chains of harvester-platforms—and also to
a novel mode of combining such fingers with
such links so as to have the fingers work in a
plane parallel with the plane in which the link
runs,

Previous tomyinvention it has been custom-
ary to employ ou chains adapted to act ascar-
rier-chaius fingershung pivotally -to someof the
link end barsand arranged to vibratein aplane
transverse to thatin which laid the body of the

link, all in a manner well known to those

skilled in the art.
It is well known that in.the use of carrier-

chains on harvester-platforms it is often very:

desirable to arrange thechainstoran on wheels,
the axes of which are placed about vertically;
but with the chains arranged to ruu thus the
carrier-fingers cannot of course be applied to
or combined with the links in the manner just
above explained, but must be arrangedin just
an opposite manner relatively to the link. It
lias also been suggested to have the earrier-fin-
gers mounted on the chain so as to move in a
plane parallel with the planeof the link-body;
but in such cases, so far as I know, thefingers
have been pivoted at or near one of the side
bars of the link, so that notonly has the finger
had an inadequate support laterally, but the
arrangement of the finger had to be such as to
have it lie wholly outside of the space beunded
by the central opening of the link, in order to
avoid-conflict with the sprockets over which
the ¢hain might ran: _

To provide for use a link adapted to run on
wheels placed relatively to the platforminthe
manner just explained, and at the same time
adapted to carry-the pivoted carrier-finger de-
signed to protrude through the platform,is the
main object of the first part of my invention,
which to thisend consistsin a drive-chain link
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formed with bridge-like elevated carrier-sup-
port arranged across from one side bar to the
other and adapted toform asupport and bear-
ing surface for a carrier-finger to be pivoted
thereto, and also formed or provided with a
stop to regulate the throw of such carrier-fin-
ger, all as will be hereinafter more fally ex-
plained.

The second part of my invention has for its
object to provide for use such achain-link pro-
vided with a pivoted carrier-finger adapted to
work ina plane parallel tothe plane of thelink-

body ; and to this end it consists in the com- .

bination, with a chain-link having a projecting
bridge-like portion, of a carrier-finger pivoted
thereto, and wneans for controlling the extent
of motion of said finger on its pivot, all as will
be hereinafter more fully deseribed.

To enable thoseskilled in the art to makeand
use my invention, I will now proceed to de-
scribe its construction and operation, referring
by letters to the accompanying drawings, in
which—- s

Figure 1 is a face or side view of one of my
improved links with a carrier-linger attached
thereto according to my invention. Fig. 2 is
a similar view of the same, but with the finger
tarned down or into an inoperative position.
Fig. 3 isatop or edge view of the eontrivance
with the tinger in the posilion seen at Fig. 2;
and Fig. 4 is a vertical or cross section aft the
line ».w of Fig. 2, looking in the direction in-
dicated by the arrow.

In the sevaral figures the same parts will be
found designated by the same letters of refer-
ence. ,

@ aare the side bars, b b the end bars,and e
the coupler-hiook, of what is known as an
« Bwart” detachable chain-link.

_ Extending across from one to the other of
the side bars, a a, and preferably cast integral
with them, is a sort of elevated bridge, d, the
shape and arrangement of which will be best
understood from the drawings, where it will be
seen that said portion d is of such form and is
so placed relatively to the side bars, a a,of the
link that, while it affords aflat surfaceor plane
for the side of a carrier-finger, ¢, to rest and

work against, it is wholly out of the way and:

cannot interfere with the ends of the teeth of
the chain-wheel. The finger ¢.is shown at-
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tached to the portion d of the link by means
of a pivoted teat, f, which is cast solid with
and projécts from the portion d; but the piv-
otal connection of the finger ¢ and portion d
may be effected by a separate pivot or rivet
passing through holes in both d and e.
portion d is also formed or provided with a
small projection or lug, g, which serves as a
stop to limit the movement of finger ¢ in each
direction, coming into contact with one point
of the finger ¢ when the latter is up, as seen
at Fig. 1, and with another point when said
finger is down, as seen at Fig, 2. The lower
end or heel of the finger e is formed with a
rocker-like extension, asat ¢, for the usual pur-
pose of affording a surface for the action of the
way or other device on the harvester that op-
erates to hold thefinger positively in the posi-
tion seen.at Fig. 1 when the chain and finger
are traveling in the direction indicated by the
arrow at Fig. 1 and the finger is performing
the operation of carrying the grain across the
harvester-platform.

Of eonrse my improved link and combined-

link and carrier may be used under various
modifications and in different places, and the

The -

gist of my invention, it will be seen, consists,

first, in the constraction of the link so that a

carrier-finger may be applied to and operate
with it, as explained; and,second, in the com.
bination, with such alink, of any carrier-finger
arranged and adapted to work as explained.

What I therefore claim as of my invention,
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A chain-link formed with an elevator
bridge-like portion, d, adapted to support and
afford a lateral bearing for a carrier-finger,
which is pivoted substantially in the center
thereof and provided with a stop for limiting
the motion of said finger, substantially as set
forth. '

2. In combination with a chain-link having
afinger-supporting device,a carrier-finger piv-
oted substantially id the center thercof, ar-
ranged to rotate in a plane parallel to the
plane of the link-body, as set forth.
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In witness whereof I have hereunto set my -

hand and seal this 29th day of July, 1882.
PLINY F. HODGES. [I.8.]
In presence of— v
T. S. FAUNTLEROY,
GLENN G, HOWE,



