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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WiLLiAM W. ANDER-
SON, of the city, county, and State of New
York, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments. in Garment-Clasps for Stocking-Sup-
porters and other like Purposes, of which the
following is a specification.

In the small clasps used for supporting gar-

" ments it has been found desirable to reduce
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the thickness of the clasp as much aspossible,
because it wears away the garment in contact
with it, and it is alsoliable to injure the body,
if it accidentally comes in contact with hard
objects in the vicinity: Another practical de-
fect is the liability of the exposed end of the
lever to catch in the contiguous garment dur-
ing movements of the body or while dressing
or undressing. Itis alsoliable to be liberated
by accidental pressure against some object in
the vicinity. These defects I have remedied;
and therefore my invention consists, first, in
so constructing and arranging a pair of work-
ing-levers upon a plate, one of said levers
being substantially rigid and unyielding, that
when in use and the levers are operating up
on the webbing or fabric the surface of the
yielding lever shall fall behind and below the
surface of the unyielding lever, or very nearly
so; and, secondly,in making the spiral spring
which controls the levers of flat wire instead
of round, as bas heretofore been done, for the
purpose of making the clasp thin or flat, and
S0 as not to interfere with or wear the part of
the garment which comes in contact with the
surface.
In the accom pan) ing d1awmgs Tigure 1 rep-

" resents a top or surface view of my improve-
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ments, and also a portion of the interior of the
clasp by dotted lines. Fig. 2 represents a lon-
gitudinal section through the middle of Fig.
1. Tig. 3 represents separately the operating
spiral spring made of flat wire.

The figuresin thedrawingsare drawn largely
in excess of the size of the clasp as made for
nse, in order the more plamly to show the
construetion.

In each of the figures the same leiters rep-
resent the same parts.

Upon the flat narrow plate A, Tarrange the
two levers B (), the sides of which, bent at
right angles to their surfaces, form checks,
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which correspond to and shut over similar
checks of the under plate, through which
checks passes the pin or fulerum D D, and up-
on which faleram D is arranged the flat spiral
spring EH. Upon the prolonged ends ee, Fig.
3, which project in opposite directions, the
levers are made to press, so that the reacting
force of the spring will press the outer ends of
the levers down, so as to hold between their
edges and the edges of the under plate the
webbing or part of the garment to which they
are to be applied; and for this purpose the
edges of the levers and the under plate are
bent toward each other, and may be provided
with projections or teeth, if desired. The up-
per lever, B, is intended to grasp the end of a
piece of webbing, G, which is only to be re-
moved when a new webbing is required, and
it is therefore made shorter than the lever C,
and the spring E, acting upon the shorter end,
is made very strong to hold the opposite end
down with a force sufficient to render this le-
ver practically unyielding to any force to which
it can Le subjected in ordinary use, so as to
firmly hold and secure the webbing in the
clasp. The lever C,which is intended to take
hold of the garment to be supported, H, has
the spring and fulerum at a greater distance
from the edge which is to grasp the garment
by reason of the greater length of the lever,
and it is also easier opened and applied by the
pressure of the finger upon the inner end of
the lever, which is necessary, as it is usual to
unclasp the lever from the garment daily, or
as 'often as it may be deswable The outer or
free end of the yielding lever C-is arranged to
fall close behind the free end of therigid lever
B, and so that it will not project above the
plane of the surface of said lever. The lever
B therefore acts as a guard for the lever O to
prevent the garments from ecatching on the
free end of said lever either in use or while
dressing or undressing.

In order to reduce the thickness of the clasp,
it has been customary to entaway the upperand
thelower plates opposite the coils of thespring,
and thereby reduce the thickness of the clasp
by a quantity equal to the thickness of the
plates. This perforation of the plate weakens
it and exposes the spring to wear and to ob-
structions by accumulation of lint, &e. I am
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able to still further reduce the thickness of the
clasp without perforatingthe plates by employ-
ing a coiled spring of flat wire, as shown.

The shorterilever, B,is bent at its inner end,
i, Fig. 2, toward the lower plate, A, so as
nearly to touch it. This limits the play or
movement of the lever and provides against
straining the spring, as would be the case if
the inner end, +/, should be pressed down too
far for the strength of the spring.

Having thus described my improved clasp
and the manner of constructing and using the
same, what I claim thereon as wy invention
18— )
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1. In a clasp for a garment-supporter, the 1g
short unyielding webbing-clamp B, ecombined
with the yielding lever C, the free end where-
of is arranged to fall behind and be protected
by said lever B, as set forth. R

2. A garmeunt - supporter consisting of a 20
base-plate, A, provided at one end with suita-
ble means for attaching the webbing, and the
clamp-lever C, actuated by a coiled spring of
flat wire,substantially as shown and described.

. WM. W. ANDERSON.

Witnesses:

J. B. STAPLES,
EUGENE BANTA.
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