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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, CHARLES W. JoNES, of
Lowell, in the county of Middlesex and State
Massachusetts; have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Carpet-Stretchers, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
deseription.

This invention counsists in a carpet-stretcher
«f novel construction, which not only provides
for stretching the carpet, but for holding it
while being tacked to the floor,and which is op-
erated in a very easy manner by asure and posi-
tive gear movement, also which comprises a
novel anchoring device and a swiveling stretch-
ing-head capableof beingset atdifferentangles,
to workin jogsorcurvedspacesof a roomand in
narrow places, the whole forming alight, sim-
ple, and durable device which may readily be
operated by a single person.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 represents a view in perspective of
my improved carpet-stretcher, and Fig. 2 an
end view of the stretehing-head with wire card-
ing applied to its under surface. '

A represents the stretching-head, which may
cousist of a narrow strip of wood of any de-
sired length, and which is faced on its under
side with wire carding, b, to grip or hold upon
the carpet. Said head, or a plate, ¢, thereon,
forming part of the head, is pivoted interme-

diately of its length, as at d, to the onter end’

of a bar, B, having a rack, ¢, along and within
the one side of it. This attachment of the
head A provides for swiveling it horizontally
on or under the end of the rack-bar B, Said
rack-baris fitted toslidelongitadinally through
a saddle or guide, C, whicl is mouunted on the
forward end of the base or floor board D. En-
gaging with the rack e of the bar Bis a pinion,
E, the pivot of which hasits bearing in the
guide C, and may be operated by a crank or
hand-wheel, I, (shown by dotted lines in Fig,
1,) to work the rack-bar B in or out.
Connected in a free mauner, by a loosely-
fitted link, 7, to the forward end of the guide Cis
a vertically-bent anchoring-arm, G, which ter-
minates at its outer end in a downwardly-pro-
jecting sharp tooth, g. If desired, there may
be two or more of such arms, and instead of

being attached to the guide C,they may be
directly attached to the Hoor-board or plate D.

Hisapawl, pivoted to the floor-board D, and
controlled by a spring, I, so as to engage with
or be held disengaged from a rack, ¢, having
ratchet-shaped teeth and arranged along the
outside of the rack-bar B. When the pawl is
engaged with the rack-bar the said bar is re-
strained from moving back. The head or outer
end of the rack-bar B is provided with a series
of locking-projections, &, between any of which
a stop, [, jointed to the plate ¢ of the head A,
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is free to enter or engage for the purpose of 6g

holding the head A in any position in which
it may be swiveled or adjusted on its pivot d.

To usethestretcher, the stretching-head A is
run back as far as it will go by turning the
pinion E through the wheel IV, after which the
tooth ¢ of the arm G is driven into the floor
close to the mop-board, a single light blow
being sufficient to secure its hold in the floor.
This anchors the whole device and puts it in
position ready for operation.

To stretch the carpet, the pinion E is turned
to work therack-bar B and itsattached streteh-
ing-head A outward, and after the carpet has
been sufficiently stretched the pawl H is put
into engagement with the rack ¢ on the exten-
sible bar B, whieh prevents the stretehing-
head from being drawn back. The carpet is
then tacked down the length of the stretehing-
head, after which the anchoring-arm G is
slightly raised to relieve the tooth ¢ of its hold
on the floor, the pawl Hreleased from the rack
1, the stretching-head A drawn back, and the
whole device moved along the floor the length
of the stretching-head, when or after which the
apparatus is anchored again and operated as
before to produce another stretching action
on the carpet, and so on until the whole car-
pet is stretehed and secured.

To release the tooth ¢ of the arm G from its.

hold on the floor it is only necessary to put one
end of the tack-hammer or its handle under
said arm, near its tooth, and pry or lift the
tooth out of the floor. Said tooth g, being very
small and fine at its point, makes but a little
larger hole in the floor than does a tack, and
the arm (&, beingcurved vertically, givesplenty
of room to turn the edge of the carpet under it.

The device can be used in any space which
is within the compass of the stretching-head,
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and will be found very convenient where there
are jogs in a room, or in narrow hallways and

places; also in stretching a carpet to fit the
corners of a room. By the swiveling connec-
tion of the stretching-head, too, the device will
be found very serviceable in stretching car-

pets Lo fit the space left Ly bay-windows in a

room, or other angular or curved spaces.
Instead of the pinion E being arranged to
rotate about a vertical axis, it might be dis-
posed to have a horizontal one and the rack
¢ be arranged along the bottow of the bar B;
or in some cases a lever mechanism might be
substituted for therack and pinion ; also, vari-
ous other devices than the pawl H and rack
might be used for locking the bar B and its
attached stretching-head when extended; but
I prefer the combinatlon and arrangement of
parts which are here shown and described.
Havingthusdescribed my invention, I claim
as new aud desire to secure by Letters Patent—
1. In a carpet-stretcher, the combination,
with a base or floor board, D, an extensible

stretching-head A, and mechanism connecting
said head with said board for operating the
head, of one or more anchoring-arms, G, hav-
ing teeth g, substantially as and for the pur-
poses specified.

2. The combination, with the floor-board D,
the bar B, and mechanism for working said bar
in or out, of the stretching-head A, pivoted in-
termediately of its length to said bar, whereby
it may be swiveled or adjusted to occupy dif-
ferent angular positions relatively to or across
said bar, essentially as and for the purpose
described.

3. In combination w1th the extensible bar
B and swiveling stretching-head A, of the
locking-stop I, arranged to engage with notches
or between teeth on said bd‘[‘, substantnlly as
and for the purposes described.

4. The sliding rack-bar B, in combmatlon
with the pinion E, engaging therewith, the
base or floor board D, and the stretching-head
A, essentially as shown and described.

5. The combination of the holding-pawl I
with the rack-bar B, the floor-board D, mech-
anism for operating sald bar in or-out, and the
streteching-head A, substantially as spe(,lﬁ(,d

'CHARLES W. JONES.
Witnesses:

Azro M. Dows,
CHARLES NAYLOR.
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