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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE,
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SPHECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 301,473, dated July 8, 1884.

Application filed February 5, 1884. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that we, JoEN BEAN and Ros-
COE BEAN, citizens of the United States, re-
siding gt Springfield, in the county of Clark
and State of Ohio, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Wheelbarrows,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings. ‘ ‘ :

This invention relates to certain new and
usefil improvements in wheelbarrows; and it
Has for its object to provide combined means
for supporting and bracing the forward por-
tion of the tray or body, for bracing and pre-
venting the twisting and warping of the side
beams or tubes of the frame relatively with
each other, and for relieving the wheel of
weight while in the act of dumping the load.

In earrying out the object of our inveation
we employ and rigidly mount upon the wheel-
shaft a brace whose outer or forward portion
extends beyond and encircles the wheel,while
the rear portions thereof are bent or curved
upwardly and forwardly, terminating in a
plane eoincident with. the under side of the
front piece of the tray or body, to which they
are secured, the rigidity inherent in the na-
ture of thesaid brace acting positively against
lateral displacement and relative twisting or
warping of the respective side beams.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and on which like
jetters of reference indicate corresponding
features, Figure 1 represents a side elevation
of our improved wheelbarrow; Fig. 2, a plan
view of the frame and brace with the tray de-

" tached, and Fig. 3 a detached perspective
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view of the brace.
The letter A refers to the frame of our im-

proved wheelbarrow, the same being essen-.

tially constructed of metallic tubes or pipes,
the side beams or pieces, B, terminating at
one end in handles C, and ab the other are
mounted upon and secured to the shaft-boxes
D. Theseboxesare preferably somewhat elon-
gated, so as to form a longer bearing for the
side pieces and the brace, to be presently de-

‘seribed, the result of which is to accomplish

greater rigidity of the frame.

The letter B designates the tray or body,
which is constructed of sheet metal by prefer-
ence, and secured to the side pieces by means
of the couplings F, fitted on the said pieces,

3

and provided with lugs G, through which and
the tray are placed belts or rivets H. The
body is of flaring form, and the forward end
extends over the wheel, and in order to be
strong and lasting should be provided with a
support or brace. The letter I rvefers to this
brace, thesame being also, by preference, con-
structed of pipe, and consisting of the side
portions, J, bolted or otherwise firmly. se-
cured to the boxes D, the forward enrved por-
tion, K, which extends beyond and encircles
the wheel, and the rear portion, which termi-
nates in npwardly and forwardly curved or
bent ends L.  These ends form supports for
the adjacent part of the tray, to which they
are secured by means of rivets or bolts, the
pipe being usually collapsed at these points,
so as to present a flat surface to the tray to
facilitate in making the connection. It1is no-
ticeable that this brace forms, also, a contin-
uation of the side pieces, and, owing to the
elongated character of the boxes D and the
inherent rigidity of the stock from which the
brace is constructed, the liability of the side
pieces of the frame to twist and depart from
the same plane is effectually obviated, and a
frame entire produced which shall be capable
of withstanding hard usage. The legs are
braced by the rods Q, and the bars or straps

| B-secured respectively to the tray.

Having thus fully deseribed our invention,
what we claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a wheelbarrow, a brace distinet from
the frame, having a rigid and elongated con-
nection with the frame, a portion partially
encircling the wheel, and portions forming a
support for the forward part of the tray or
body. '

2. In a wheelbarrow, a brace having side
pieces adapted to be connected to the frame,
a portion adapted to partially encircle the
wheel, and portions forming upwardly and
forwardly curved supports for the tray or
body. : '

3. In a wheelbarrow, a tubular brace hav-
ing side pieces adapted tobe rigidly connected
to the frame, a portion adapied to partially
encircle the forward part of the wheel, and
portions forming upwardly and forwardly
curved supports for the tray or body, said lat-
ter portions being flattened. ‘ .

4. In a wheelbarrow, the combination,with
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the side pieces and the elongated shaft-boxes
secured thereto, of the brace rigidly connected
to said side pieces by means of said boxes,
having a portion which partially encircles the
5 wheel, and portions which form upwardly and

forwardly curved supports for the tray or
body. _ |

In testimony whereof weaffix oursignatures
in presence of two witnesses. ,
JOHN BEAN.
ROSCOE BEAN.

Witnesses:
A. D. SErrLL,
EDWIN BRADTORD.




