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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES B. CLARK, OF CHESTER, CONNECTICUT. - :

DUST-BOX.

‘ SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Paitent No. 301,479, dated July 8, 1884.

Application filed January 16, 1884. (No model.}

To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, JamEs B. CLARK, of-

Chester, in the county of Middlesex and State
of Connecticut, have invented a cerfain new
and useful Improvement in Dust-Boxes, of
which the following is a description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
where— ‘

TFigure 1 is a top view of my improved
dust-box with the lid or cover open. TFig. 21s
a side view of same dust-box with cover closed.
Fig. 8is a side view of same dust-hox with
cover open, '

This dust-box, which forms the subject-mat-
ter of these Letters Patent, is designed to be
used for collecting dust from a carpet or floor
in much the same way that a common dust-
pan is used, after which the user raises the
dust - box by its bail, which act closes the
lid or cover of the dust-box, so that the
dusty contents are safely imprisoned, and the
user can, in this condition, carry the dust-box
and its contents to the barrel or other place
of deposit for rubbish of this general sort.
In emptying the dust-box of its contents the
nser retains his hold on the bail, but raises
the rear end of the dust-box by grasping a
small handle thereto attached for that pur-
pose, which opens the lidor cover of the dust-
box and puts the box in such a position thab
its contents fall out by gravity.

The letter ¢ denotes what I call the ¢‘ dust-
case,’’ made usually of tin or other sheet metal,
the shape of which is readily to be gathered
from the drawings. _ R

The letter b denotes the lid or cover hinged
to the dust-case, the lid and cover being so
shaped and adapted to each other that when
the 1id is closed the two together form one
sufficiently-tight box.

The letter ¢ denotes thebail, which is jointed
or pivoted to thesides of the dust-case as bails
are usually attached; bub its connection with
the 1id or cover is something peculiar. That

Jid or cover has certain small eyes, ¥, sliding

on the bail, so that as the bail is raised or
lowered the 1id or cover is accordingly opened
or closed.

The letter d denotes a handle attached ab

so the rear end of the dust-box.

In using this device it islaid npon the floor
with the bail raised and thrown hack, which
leaves the lid or cover open, and the user can
then sweep the dust into the dust-box, after
which the user raises the whole device by
means of the bail, which bail is so jointed to
the dust-box that the gravity of the dust-box
causes the 1id or cover to shut when the dust-
box hangs suspended by the bail. The appa-
ratus in this condition is of course readily
carried to any convenient place for deposit-
ing the dust,when the user, retaining his hold
upon the bail with one hand, raises the rear
end of the dust-box by grasping the handle 4,
which opens the cover,and at the same time
puts the device in a condition which allows
the contents to fall out.

Tt will be observed that the shape of the
dust-box has something to do with its special
utility, to wit: The dust-box is substantially
flat on one side, that it may lie on the floor,
and it has a pocket at the rear for receiving
and holding the dust in transportation.

I claim as my improvement—

1. The combination of the dust-case, the
cover, and the bail operating the cover, all
substantially as described, and for the pur-
pose set forth.

9. The combination of the cover, the bail
operating the cover, and the dust-case operat-
ing toclose the lid by gravity when suspended
by the bail, all substantially as described, and
for the purpose set forth.

3. The combination of a dust-box, «, hav-
ing a substantially flat side for lying on the
floor, a lid, b, operating to close the box, and
a bail, ¢, pivoted to the box af points on its
side above the center of gravity of the box
when suspended by the bail in a vertical
plane, and whereby the box is held edge up-

vard, all substantially as described.

4. The combination of a dust-box, ¢, a lid
or cover, b, a bail; ¢, pivoted to the box, and
the loops or-eyes b, fast to the cover, and slid-
ing on the bail in opening and closing the box,
all substantially as deseribed.

JAMES B. CLARK.

Witnesses:
. W. N. CLARK, Jr.,
Y, CARLOS WATROUS,
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