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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, GREORGE SEIBERT, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Ashley,
in the county of Washington and State of Illi-
nois, have invented certain- new and useful
Improvements in Wagon-Brakes; and I do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and’ to letters or .figures of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. ] ‘

Figure 1 of the drawings is a side view of
my device, and Fig. 2is a bottom view of the
same with the wagon-body broken away.

Thisinvention hasrelation to wagon-brakes;
and it consists in the construction and novel
arrangement of devices, as hereinafter set
forth, and pointed out in the appended claim.

In the accompanying drawings the letter
A designates the sill or base of the wagon,
and B the transverse brake-bar, which is con-
nected thereto by strong hinge-connections C.

D represents the standard or bracket bear-
ing for the brake-block E.

Fis a lever-arm secured to the brake-bar

and extending upward.

G isthe operating-lever, located within easy
reach of the driver, and provided with a strong
rack-catch, H, which is firmly secured to the
side of the wagon. A connecting-rod, K, ex-
tends from the operating-lever G to the arm
F of the brake-bar. The brake-bar extends
transversely under the bottom of the wagon,
and is hinged by its forward edge, as shown,
so that it will have a downward movement in
its rear portion when free to fall. The brake-

block holders D are securely fastened by their
bases m to the brake-bar, their arms n extend-
ing upwardly and rearwardly to support by

'} strong pivots the brake-blocks E, the faces of

which are inclined toward the fronts of the
wheels, somewhat above their horizontal di-
ameters, as shown. By this construction the
weight of the brake-bar from its hinges rear-
ward is added to the weight of the standards
and brake-blocks, to facilitate the prompt and
effective engagement with the wheels when
required.

* 'When the brakeis not in use, the brake-bar
isheld up by the operating-lever in its en-
gagement with the holding-rack, so that the
brake-shoes or blocks are clear of the wheels.
In order to put the brake on, the operating-
lever is liberated and the brake-bar falls suffi-
ciently to canse the brake-blocks to engage
the wheels. This engagement may be inten-
sified by pressing the lever forward. Thefor-
ward and downward movement of the front
portion of the wheel will, by its friction, au-
tomatically form the brake-blocks into posi-
tive and firm engagement with the wheels,
effecting a lock.

Having described this invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

In a wagon-brake, the combination, with the

wagon-body, of the brake-bar B, hinged there--

to at its forward edge, as shown, the brake-
shoes pivoted in the standards D, which ex-
tend upward and rearward from the horizon-
tal line of the axles, the upwardly-extending
lever-arm F, connecting-rod K, hand-lever G,
and rack H, all adapted to operate substan-
tially as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

.GEORGE SEIBERT.
‘Witnesses:

THOS. C. CAYSE,
JOHN SPEAR.
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