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(No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WIiLsoN F. ANDREWS,
acitizen of the United States, residing at Wal-
nutport, in the county of Northampton and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Improvementin Mail-Bags,of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to mail bags or
pouches; and it consists in'a novel fastening
therefor, which is not only perfectly safe and
secure, but which is not fully exposed to view
when thé mouth of the bag is closed and locked,
as will be fully understood from the following
description, when taken in connection with the
annexed drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is ‘a front view of a mail bag or
pouch having my improved fastening applied
to it. Fig. 2 is a back view of the upper part
of the same. T'ig. 3 is a view partly broken,
exposing the sliding closing-strip, showing its
tongues engaged with the staples or loops.
Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3, showing the
tongues detached from the staples. Fig. 5 is
a cross-section on line z z, Fig. 2. Fig.61isa
detail view of the closing-strip and itscatches.
Fig. 7 is an enlarged transverse section of part
of the bag, showing part of the closing-strip.

The bag or pouch A may be constructed in
a well-known manner, except in the particu-
lars hereinafter described.

B designates the flap of the bag, which is
secured on one side to it in the usual well-
known manner, and constructed so as to fold

- over the upper edges of the bag and close the
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mouth thereof.

To the front free part of the flap B are suit-
ably secured a number of staples, C, which
are in a straight line aeross the flap and ar-
ranged at even distances apart, as shown in
Figs. 2, 3, and 4.

I contemplate using the well-known re-en-
foreing or facing plates P P, riveted to the
front and back parts of the bag, as shown in
Fig. 5. These plates, together with the bag
proper and the free portion of the flap B, are
slotted, to receive through them the staples C,
when the flap is closed over the top edges of
the bag, as shown in Fig. 5.

G designates a closing-strip, which is flexi-
bly connected to the flap Bat oneside by means
of aloop, d,near which loop a ring, F, is se-
cured tothe said strip G by means of a strap, h.

(ShowninFig.7.) Theopposite or free end of
the strip G has a slotted plate, g, firmly secured
to it, and designed to receive through it along
staple, B, through which latter the hasp of a
padlock is passed, as shown in Fig, 1. The
strip G has riveted to it a chain of open or slot-
ted plates, N, each one of which is constructed
with a narrow tongue, ¢, extending into the slot
through the plate, as shown in Figs. 3 and 6.
These tongues are of an even length and dis-
tance apart, and they are adapted to pass
through the staples C and safelyhold the edges
of fhe bag closed. - The strip G is seated in
and crluded by the facing-plate P, as shown in
Fig. 5 and it is allowed to be moved in a di-
rection with its length.

The operation is as follows: When a bagor
pouch is filled with mail-matter, the flap is
folded overits open end and the staples passed
through the bag, asshowninFig.5. The strip
G is then moved endwise by pulhndon its free
end, thereby sliding all ofthe tongunes ¢through
the said staples. The free end of the strip G
is then adjusted on the staple E, and secured
by means of a padlock, D. To open the bag
the strip is unlocked, and then drawn back by
pulling on the ring "F until the tongues are
iree from the staples C.

- It will be observed from the above deserip-

tion that when the bag is closed the closing or
locking strip G lies between the back of the
flap B and the bodyof thebag. Consequently
it is invisible and eannot be successfully tam-
pered with. It will also be observed that the
locking-tongues ¢ are formed on separate open
or slotted plates secured to a flexible strip, G.

Any one or more of these plates can therefore
be detached from the strip G should their
tongues be impaired and perfect plates sub-
stituted.

I am aware that locking-strips baving slots
and tongues constructed entire, and also with
independent tongue-plates, have been applied
to mail-bags and used in connection with sta-
ples for holding together the edges of the mail-
bags. I am also aware that such strips have
been applied to mail-bags on the outside of the
flap, where they are exposed to view and to in-
jury. Suoch devices I do not claim as my in-
vention.

Having described my 1nventlon, I claim as
new—
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1. The combination,with amail bag or pouch
having a closing-flap provided with staples, of
a flexible sliding closing-strip having slotted
tongue-plates and the guide-plates therefor,
both located between the back of the said flap
and the body of the bag, substantially as de-
‘seribed. _

2. The combination of the closing-strip hav-
ing tongue-plates secured to it with a mail-
10 bag having eyelets about its mouth, and hav-
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ing a flap provided with staples adapted to
pass through the bag and to receive the tongues
onsaid plates between the back of theflap and
the body of the bag, substantially as and for
the purposes deseribed.

WILSON T. ANDREWS.

Witnesses:
RoBr. H. DALBY,
DAVID McKENNA.




