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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FrRANK C. WIcKks, of
1101 Chestnut street, in the city of St. Louis,
in the State of Missouri, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Improvement in Fences—
that is to say, in the manner of binding or

‘locking the corners of the ordinary rail or

worm fence; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact description
of the mvent]on "which will enable others to
make and use the same, reference being had to
theaccompanying drawings, which form a part
of this specification.

My manner of locking the corners of the
ordinary worm-fence is to make a loop or cir-

_cuit of wire or of other sufficiently strong and

flexible ligament, placing the lower end of the
loop under the bottom rail at the corner, so
that the two sides of the loop will extend ver-
tically to thé top of the panel over the apex
or point of the panel, the two side wires be-
ing closely drawn into the acute angles formed
by the rails at their intersection, so as to hold
each-rail in place at the intersection. The
loop is long enough to extend above and be-
yond the panel, 80 as to pass over a block or
piece of rail resting on.the top of the two
panels at their intersection, which is to serve
as a fulerum. - Into the upper end of theloop
the end of a stake or lever is inserted. The
loop should be of such length that some force
will be required to draw the free end of the
lever or stake down to a vertical position to-
ward the bottom of the panel, so as to exert a
degree of binding strain or pressure upon the
corner of the panel. The free end of the stake
or lever so drawn down to the bottom of the
corner of the panelsis to be fastened by asecond
loop or tie passing around the rails, or driven
in the ground, or fastened in any other suit-

able manner. When a line of fence has been
constructed in this manner, a barbed or other
wire may be strung along the top of the fence
and attached to the looped wire at the point
where the stalke is inserted by twisting around
the barbed wire the projecting free ends of
the looped wire.

In the accompanying drawings several pan-
els of an ordinary worm-fence are shown,
marked respectively A, B, C,and D. At the
intersection of A and B B and C, and C and
D the’loop E is drawn, emblacmcr within its

cireunit the ends of the rails of the two adja-
cent panels, This loop B is an integral wire
Joined together at its ends to form a loop or
band, and is placed with its dependent por-
tion under the lowest rail, its vertical side
wires or strands, e, one on each side of the
apex or point of the panel, in the acute angles
formed by the crossed ends of the rail, and
the slack ¢ of the loop extending above the
top rajl, upon which is placed a fulerum-
block, F. The loop extends above the ful-
crum-block F. G is the stake or lever, the
upper end of which is inserted in the upper
end of the loop above the fulerum F. The
lower end of the stake G is drawn downward
in the obtuse angle formed by the meeting

panels, to take up the slack, thus placing the.

stake or lever in a vertical position, and se-

curing the crossed ends of the rails between
three trnnguLu]y placed binders--viz., the
two vertical wire strands ¢ in the two acute
angles and the vertical stake G in the obtuse
angle formed by the crossing rails. = Itslower
end is then fastened by driving its end into
the ground, as before specified, or directly to
the fence, by the independent tie or loop H,
which may be passed around one or more of
the rails and the lower end of the stake.G.
The barbed wire W may then be attached to

the upper ends of theloops I, which loops af-.

ford a convenient means of securing the wire
ab the proper height above the top rail, and
in such position that it will not interfere with
the subsequent tightening of the lock, fre-
quently necessitated by the drying or shrink-
ing of the rails. At each corner the bind-
ing-loop will-be on the side of the fence on
whieh the ends of the rails project, and the
binding stake or Iever will be on the opposite
side.

The fulerum F may be any block, bar, or
piece of rail three or four inches in diameter
and two or three feet long.

The barbed wire may be attached to the
loop at.the point nearest the center line of the
fence, so as to bring the barbed wire nearly
in a straight line.

Th01wh the loop marked H may be integral
with the loop E, or be thelower portion there-
of, it is not expedient so to construct the fence,
as the advantages of the lever and fulcrum are
lessened, so tight a lock will not be as easily
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obtained, and if the loop be broken the whole
corner will be loosened.

I am aware that a lock or binder for the
corners of panel-rail fences has been hereto-
fore made by employing a wire loop, which
embraced the intersecting ends of the rail, and
a locking-lever, by means of which the upper

end of the loop was twisted to take up the |

slack and press the rails firmly together, said
locking-lever being finally secured in the cor-
ner formed by the intersecting rails, and I do
not herein claim the same, as the advantages
of the fulerum are not obtained. - Where the
loop is of wire, the wire cannot be readily un-

twisted to open the loop to remove old or.

broken and insert new rails, and, finally, the
twisted wire rusts and breaks more easily,
thus destroying the lock or binder; but,

I claim as my invention as follows:

1. In a rail fence, the combination,with tlie
crossing rails of two adjacent panels, of a loop
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having its vertical portions arranged in the
acute angles: formed: by the crossing rails, a
fulerum-block arranged upon the upper rail,
and a stake or lever which engages in the loop
and is arranged in the obtuse angles formed
by the crossing rails, substantially as and for
the purposes specified.

2. In a rail fence, the combination of two
panels having their rails arranged to cross, a
loop having its vertical portions arranged in
the acute angles formed by the crossing rails,
a fulerum - block arranged on the top rail,
a stake or lever which engages in the slack of
the loop over the fulerum-block, and a barbed
wire supported on and secured to the upper
end of the locking-loop, substantially as and
for the purposes specified. _

F. C. WICKS.

Attest: .

WirL. R. WALKER,
GEo. WALKER.
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