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o all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Max LEvy, of the city
and county of San Franecisco and State of Cali-
fornia, have invented an Improvement in In-
5 dexes; and I hereby declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description thereof.

My invention relates to an improved index,
which is prineipally useful in connection with
ledgers used in bookkeeping to facilitate the

&e. :

It consists of stiff covers of considerable

Iength, having narrow sheets of paper bound
into them, soas to form an independent series
of three, four, or more sets having lines par-
15 allel with the back of the book. These sets are
bound info the covers, so as to extend from
the back to the front, lying side by gide, so as
to fill the space between the covers from end
to end,.and the leaves of each set may be lifted
20 independently. Index-lettersareprinted upon
the lower or front edges of the sheets, which
are so cub as to expose them, and by the use
"ol a stylus the leaves may be readily turned
back to expose the ones below with the names
25 inseribed thereon. ‘

Referring to the accompanying drawings
for a more complete explanation of my inven-
tion, Figure 1 is a perspective view showing
the book with the cover thrown back, expos-

30 ing theindependent series of leaves with their

letters. Tig. 2 is a perspective view showing
a.portion of one set of leaves removed.

@« are twostiff covers with a flexible back,
into which are bound sets of narrow leaves
35 b b, which are longest in the direction from
the back tothe front, and are separated so that
there may be three, four, or more in the space
from one end of the book to the other. These
sets of narrow leaves are ruled parallel with
4o theback, and have index-letters arranged upon
their lower or front edges, as shown. If there
are four sets of leaves, as shown in the present
case, each set may have one-fourth of the leg-
ters of the alphabet—that is, the letters from
45 A to I will form a line upon the left side of
the left section, those from G to L at the left
of the sceond section, and so on. Commenc-
ing with A upon the left side of the upper
sheet, the letters A and B may be printed in
50 smaller type with it, the leaf being cut as
shown in T'ig. 1, so as to allow the part with

the letters:to project beyond the edge of the
sheet. Thenextsheetbelow extends far enough
to the right, to allow two more letters, as Cand

D, to be printed upon its edge. Upon the «

next sheet below, which projects to the right
of the second, are the letters I and G, and-so
onuntil Y or 7 is reached at the extreme right,
the leaves being cut away for each pair of let-
ters, as shown in Fig. 2. This makes ail the
necessary combination for names commenecing
with A, The next Ieaf is extended beyond
the one marked A, and is marked B, with a
smaller A at its right. The next leaf of this
series is extended to the right, and may have
the letter B, or the first probable combination
with B, and this line is extended in like man-
ner-with the first to include all probable com-
binations of letters to form names, or one or
two blank leaves may be left for names which
may have to be written in. In like manner
combinations of letters with C, D, E, and T
are printed upon the succeeding sheets until
the front of the first section is reached. Simi-
lar combinations are made with the letters of
all the succeeding sections to the end of the
alphabet, and the index is completed.

Touge this index it is laid with the front
edge toward the operator, and the upper cover
thrown back to expose the sections with their
letters. A pointed stick or stylus, d, is con-
veniently held by a loop in the cover, and this
is used to raise the leaves in looking for names.
The names commencing with any letter, with
a certain letter following, are written upon
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the sheet having this second letter, which is ]

in aline with the initial letter. If thus the
name ‘‘Elder’’ is to be found, the stylus is in-
serted beneath the leaf which is in line with
the letter If, and which has the letter L printed
upon it.
will be seen, and in this manner any name in
the index may be easily found without the de-
lay and labor of turning over numerous leaves
from side to side, or backward and forward.
It leaves the right hand free to use the pen to
put the page-numbers opposite the entries in
the journal-book, and is very simple and rapid.

Lxperience shows that almost every known
or probable name may be written in an index
arranged with the combination of letters here
shown, and in some cases it is better to pus
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two or more of the combining second letters | tions of sheets bound into a single volume side

upon each leaf, when the number of names
under them is likely to be limited.

Having thus described my invention, what
T claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— : '

1. An index consisting of independent sets
of leaves bound into a single cover side by
side with the letters of the alphabet printed
along their left edges, and letters which may
combine with these as second letters of names
printed in a line upon the succeeding sheets
below, which are exposed to the right, sub-
stantially as herein deseribed.

2. An index consisting of independent sec-

by side with their free edges toward the front,
and having letters printed upon stubs which
project from the front edges of the sheets, and
combination second letters of names printed
upon the succeeding sheets below, where the
edges of their stubs are exposed to the right
of the prineipal or initial letter, substantially
as herein deseribed.
In witness whereof I have hercunto set my
hand. -
MAX LEVY.
Witnesses:
B. PULVERMAN,
S. THORN.
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