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20 all whom it may concern :

Beitknown that I, WiLLiAM H. BRAMBLE,of
Decatur, in the county of Macon and State of
Illinois, have invented certain useful Improve-

5 mentsin Post-Office Lock-Boxes, of which the
following is a specification, referénce being
had to the accompanying drawings.

An important object of my invention. is to
provide post-office lock-boxes made of sepa-

10 rate pieces and adaptedtobe shipped in pack-
ages of these separate pieces to their destina-
tion and there set up in place or nested in
suitable wooden supporting frame-work pre-
pared to receive them. I also provide for

15 the better lighting, and consequently for the
better viewing, of the interiors of post-office
boxes. This I accomplish in two ways: first,
by making the tops and bottoms of the boxes
of removable glass,and, second, by placing the

20 (loor-locks in recesses in the side walls of the
box, instead of on the doors, as is now com-
monly done, whereby nearly the entire area of
the doors may be glazed, and thus a perfect
view into the interiors of the boxes be afforded.

25  In connection with these main objeets of my
invention I have made several improvements,
which appear by description in detail further
on, and which are summed up in my appended
claims.

In the accompanying drawings illustrating
my invention, Figure 1 is a front elevation,
partly in section, of a nest of four post-office
lock-boxes, No. 46 showing the metallic front
with the door closed, No. 47 showing the door
35 partly open, No. 48 showing a vertical section

near the rear end of the box, and No. 49 show-
ing avertical section near the frontend through
the lock mechanism, on the lines 1 1 of Figs.
2 and 3. Tig. 2 is a horizontal section on the

40 line 2 2 of Figs. 1, 3, and 4. TFig. 3 is a ver-
tical section on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4
is a vertical section on the line'4 4 of Fig. 2.
Tig. 5 is a rear view of the lock-box. TFig. 6
is a vertical central section through the lock

.t5 mechanism, and Fig. 7representsthelock-key.

The sides of my improved boxes I prefer to
form of twothin sheets of metal, A,separated at
the top and bottom by wooden strips B, the
sheets being secured to these strips by means

50 of brads .. This enables me to employ a flat

30

lock between the sheets, entirely inclosed and
out of the way.

The tops and bottoms of my boxes I form of
glass plates D, so that they will be better
lighted, and so that the contents of an upper 355
or lower box out of the ordinary direct range
of vision may be seen.

The rear ends of my boxesare, as usunal, open,
and the fronts E are of metal with metallic
glazed doors F. 60

In order to provide a convenient means for
secaring the glass tops and bottoms in place,
I employ angle bars or folded sheets of metal
G above and below at the front end of each
box. These holders for the glass may be se-
cured to the side partitions of the box in any
convenient manner; but I prefer the method
shown in the drawings, where it will be ob-
served by reference to IFig. 3 a groove is
formed near the upper and lower edges of the
side partitions, and one lip of the holder is
slipped into it. The metallie frontpiece, «, be-
ing secured in place by means of the lugs H
and screws or rivets 1, serves to secure the
holders firmly in position. At the rear end
of the boxes I provide angle-bars or holder-
plates K, upon which the glasses rest, as well
shown in Fig. 4. The lower horizontal por-
tions of these angle-bars are slipped info
grooves near the edges of _the side partitions,
as shown in Iig. 3, and so securely held; but
they may be fastened in place in any suitable
way. The lips of the front holders are made
so as to bite the glass when it is inserted be-
tween them by a spring action, and hold it 85
securely; therefore it will be very convenient -
to insert and maintain the glass in place. The
rear glass holders are provided with longi:
tudinal slots, asillustrated in Figs. 4 and 5, be-
hind which a name card or plate may be in-
serted and held, as shown in these figures.

From this description of my improved box
it will be observed that it is made up of de- -
tachable parts adapted to fit together like dif-
ferent prepared parts of a frame work, and it g5
may thus be manufactured in separate pieces
which may be conveniently packed and trans-
ported in different packages to the place of
use, and there the different packages contain-
ing the different parts can be unpacked and 100
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the parts selected and put together in place
very conveniently without the use of tools, and
when they .are in place it is manifest that the
box, asawhole, is a very greatly improvedone.

I have illustrated a peculiar locking mech-
anism, which I apply for fastening the doors
of my boxes, and which is adapted to be con-
tained altogether within one of the side par-
titions of each box between the sheet-metal
plates; but I do not describe it in detail, be-
cause I have reserved it for protection in an-
other patent of the United States. I would

" say, however, that a rod extends back through
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the hollow partition to the rear of thebox, by
which the lock may be operated in the man-
ner seb forth in my United States Patent No.
175,817, of April 11, 1876.

I donot intend to confine myself to the de-
tails of construction here illustrated, either in
forming my partitions or in the construction
of means for holding the glass tops and bot-
toms of my boxes, because many variations in
details may be made without departing from
the substance and seope of my invention.

I am aware that post-office boxes have here-
tofore been made so.that each boxis complete
in itself and can be joined to others, so as to
form a nest or series. This method, however,
does not give any marked advantages so far
as shipment goes, because no space issaved..

I am also aware that it is old to construct
pigeon-holes with removable inner partitions.
By my method, however, I am able to pack

- a nest of boxes in a fraction of a space which

35

they will oceupy when setup, and am enabled
to readily arrange them in practice for use
without employing tools, which cannotbe done
with any other pigeon-holes or post-office boxes
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with which Iam acquainted. I thussave ma-
terially in transportation chargesand diminish

“theliability to damagein transit, and diminish

the difficulty of setting up the boxesinnestsor
series for use.

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. Inapost-office box, the combination of the
side partitions, the top and bottom partitions
removably connected therewith, and the door-
frame removably connected with the parti-
tions, substantially as described.

2. A post-office lock-box constructed with
detachable metal side partitions and detach-
able glass top and bottom partitions, so that
the box may be takenapart for shipment, and
erected in place without the use of too]s, sub-
stantially as described.

3. The combination, with a post-office box,
of the front glass-holders, G, adapted to clamp
and securely hold the glass, substantially as
set forth.

4. In combination with a post-office box,
the front and rear glass-holders, G and H, sub-
smntnl]y as set forth.

. In a post-office box, the combination of
the ‘thin sheets A and the strips B, secured to-
gether and forming ‘a hollow post-office-box
partition, and thelocking mechanism econtained
within the hollow partition, substantially as
set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto snb-
scribed my name this 1st day of February, A.
D. 1884.

WILLIAM H. BRAMBLE.

Witnesses:

Ropr. P. HERVEY,
JounN H. BERRY.
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