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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, JoEN J. TAYLOR, 2d, of
Warren, in the county of Warren and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
Improved Carpet-Stretcher, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.

The invention consists in the combination,
with a grooved bar, of a sliding rack in the
same, which rack hasits front end pivoted on
the grooved bar. A U-shaped frame pro-
vided a$ its ends with-pointed heads for liold-
ing it in place is provided with a wire or rod,
which serves as a fulerum for the lever which
is engaged with the teeth of the rack, and is
used for moving the rack in the direction of
its length.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a longitudinal view of my im-
proved carpet-stretcher. Fig. 2 is a plan
view of the same. Fig. 3 is a perspective
view of the fulerum-frame. Tig. 4 is a side
view of the lever. Fig. 5 is a perspective
view of the clamp and rack.

A bar, A, is provided in its upper surface
with alongitudinal groove, A’, in whicha rack,
B, is held to slide longitudinally, which rack
has one end pivoted to link-bars C, the other
ends of which are pivoted to the arm D’ of a
clamp, D, pivoted in upwardly - projecting
jaws K on the widened and flattened end of
the bar A. The jaws & are set back a short
distance from the end edge of the flattened
part B. A U-shaped rod or frame, F, is pro-
vided at each end with a head, G, having the
lower end pointed, and on the shanks of the
frame F a V-shaped rod or wire, H, is held
between the open and closed ends of the frame
F. “A lever, J, has its lower end beveled to

~ fit in between the teeth of the rack B and en-
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gage with the same, and a short distance above
the said beveled end the lever J is provided
with ahook, L, adapted to catch on the closed
end of the V-shaped fulerum-rod or wire H.
The free ends of the fulerum-rod H are bent
to lock under the frame F, to support the said
fulerum-rod in an inclined position. The
frame F is placed on the floor, and the points
of the heads G are driven into the floor at the
base-boards. The bar A is placed on the car-
pet and below the frame F. The edge of the
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carpet is lapped over the top of the flat part
E of the bar A, and then the hook L of the
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lever J is hooked on the wire or rod H, and

the upper end of the lever J is pulled in the

direction of the arrow a% whereby the lower
end will be moved in the inverse direction of
the arrow o/, thereby moving rack B in the
inverse direction of the arrow o/, and causing
the clamp D to clamp the edge of the carpet
on the part E of the bar A, whereby the edge
of the carpet is held securely. If the lever J
is now moved farther in the direction of the
arrow «', the rack B and the bar A will be
moved in the inverse direction of the arrow
@, and the edge of the carpet will be moved
toward the wall—thatis, the carpebisstretched.
The rod H acts as fulcrum and support for
the lever J, and is held securely in place by
the heads G of the frame T, whereas the other
parts are movable. The rack B and the plate
H are locked in place after the carpet has
been stretched by pressing the frame ¥ down,
80 as to engage its cross-piece with the teeth
of the rack B, thus preventing the rack from
sliding back in the direction of the arrow «'.

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as new and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent— ‘

1. In a carpet-stretcher, the combination,
with the grooved bar A, of the sliding rack
B, the clamp-lever D, pivoted on the bar A
and conunected with the rack B by links C,
and of a fulerum-frame and a lever, substan-
tially as herein shown and described.

2. In a carpet-stretcher, the combination,
with the grooved bar A, of the sliding rack
B, the clamp-lever D, pivoted on the bar A
and connected with the rack B by links C,
the frame F, having pointed heads, the rod or
wire H, held on the frame F, and of the lever
J, provided with a hook, L, substantially as
herein shown and described.

3. In a carpet-stretcher, the combination, -

with the grooved bar A, having flattened end
E, and jaws F, of the rack B, the clamp D,
hinged on the jaws X/, the links C, the frame
F, having pointed heads G, the wire or rod
H, on the frame F, and of the lever J, pro-
vided with a hook, L, substantially as herein
shown and described.
Witnesses:  JOHN J. TAYLOR, 2o,
JAMES W. KITCHEN,
S. M. HALL.
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