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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

PAUL HENRI PICARD-GOULET, FILS, OF REIMS, FRANCE:

DEPILATING SHEEP-SKINS.

OPHECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 306,640, dated October 14, 1884,
Appiication filed September 19, 1883. . (No specimens ) Patented in France August 22, 1883, No. 157,185.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, PAUL HENRI PICARD-
GouLET, Fils, a citizen of France, residing at
Reims, in the French Republic, have invented

5 & new or Improved Process for Separating
‘Wool from Sheep-Skins in the Fresh State,
(for which I have obtained Letters Patent of
France forfifteen years, dated August 22, 1883,
No. 157,185;) and I do hereby declare thatthe
following isa full and exact description thereof.

This invention relates to the separation of
wool from sheep-skins in the fresh state—that
is to say, as they are found immediately or
shortly after the skinning of the sheep, and
while they still possess their natuval heat,
without the necessity of drying them or sub-
mitting them to any operation whatever either
on the woolly or fleshy side. :

My process is exceedingly simple, and is
carried out in the following manner:

First. The skins, freshly removed from the
animals and still hot, are hung just as they are,
without previous preparation, in a well-closed
chamber, to beams or joists placed at distances
from one another, according to the width of
the skins to be peeled, and furnished with
tenter-hooks for receiving the same, the said
tenter-hooks being spaced according to the
thickness of the skins. The skins are well
stretched in every direction, and are pre-
vented, as far as possible, from touching each
other or the ground.

Second. When the chamber is wholly or
partially full of suspended and stretched skins
having their natural heat, out of contact with
each other, the door is closed hermetically for
a few hours in summer, or until the next day
in winter, the duration of the operation de-
pending on the temperature of the chamber.

Third. When the necessary time has elapsed
the wool becomes detached of itself, and it is
only necessary to remove it by the usual known
means and tools. The skin is thus unhaired
~and the wool entirely detached from it.

The wool thus separated from the skin can
be packed immediately, oxit may be combed or

- washed without any other treatment. Theskin
isthen tanned or tawed on thespot,or exported,
after having been air-dried or simply salted.

50 The phenomenon of the natural separation
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of the wool from the skins suspended in
the hermetically-closed chamber is easily ex-
plained. The fresh skins being introduced
into a closed chamber as soon as possible after
they have been removed from the animal, and
this chamber being full, or nearly so, of these
skins, hung near one another, it follows that
in a few moments there is disengaged from
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- the skins,which are still warm, a soft natural

heat. This heat effects a fermentation,which 6»
forces the skin to perspire to a certain extent;
the pores then open, and at that moment the
-wool is detached from the skin with the great-

est ease. _

The wool obtained by this process is ad- 63
mirable; it is dry, ready for packing or im-
mediate use; it has not suffered from con-
tact with any ingredient, either hot or eold,
and is worth as much as and even more than
shorn wool. In fact, at equal maturity, my 7o
natural wool is longer than shorn wool, be-
cause it has been removed with the whole of
its root, while shorn wool is mutilated by the
shears. This operation of shearing cuts the
tube of the wool and the white grease con- 75
tained therein, which constitutes its nature
and its elasticity, is partly lost. My system,
on the contrary, preserves this white grease,
since the tube which contains it remains
closed. It may therefore be concluded that
my wool, which is absolutely natural, pre-
serves all the essential qualities for combing
and spinning, which shorn wool has not, and
never can have.

The sorting is also moreé easily effected, for,
by placing the skins on the tables or benches
where they are to be stripped, the workman
can easily separate the parts which are su-
perior as regards fineness and nature from the
inferior, base, dirty, or defective parts. This
operation is completely impracticable when
the wool is shorn on the back of the sheep.

If the advantages of my process are re-
markably great as regards the wool, they are
not less so as regards the skins, for the latter
have not suffered from the use of any acid
whatever, they have preserved all their elas-
ticity and strength, and, above all, they canbe
dried or salted for exportation under the best
conditions. ‘
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2 306,640

I donot claim suspending hides into liquids,
nor suspending them in vats after they have
received a coating or lining of chemicals; nor

do I claim a process of unhairing hides which

5 involves incipient putrefaction, which is ob-
jectionable, and which is eaused by the exter-
nal application of heat.

I claim—
The process for separating wool from sheep-
10 skins, which process consists in suspending

the fresh skins immediately after slanghter-
ing, and while said skins are still warm from
the natural heat of the animals, in an other-
wise empty closed chamber, and in starting
fermentation by the natural heat only of said :5
skins, as hereinbefore described.
PAUL HENRI PICARD-GOULET, Firs.
‘Witnesses:
A. BLETRY,
G. LAURENT.




