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To all whonv tt nary concern
Be it known that I, JoSEPH S. STEPHEN, a
citizen of the United Statesof America, resid-
ing at Joliet, in the county of Will and State
5 of Illinois, have invented certain new and
useful Tmprovements in Fence-Posts,of which
the following is a specification, reference be-
ing had ‘therein to the accompanying draw-
ings.
Flome 1 is a perspective view; Fig. 2, a
side view of the post proper and vertical sec-
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tion of a case containing the foot of the post;-

- - F3, a perspective view of a tile formmg
the case for holding the foot of the post, and
Fig. 4 a Dbottom view of one of the slotted
and flanged caps for use on the ends of the
tile B.

This invention relates to celtam improve-
ments in metallic fence-posts; and it consists,
prinecipally, in the means for supporting and
holding the lower end of the post in the
oround

Referring to the drawings, « represents the
fence-post proper, made of a bar of iron of
suitable size and length for a fence-post.

B represents an ordinary tile, made of pot-
tery, such as are commonly used for drainage
purposes. .

D and D’ are a pair of caps for closing
either end of the tile, as shown in Fig. 1.
These caps are provided with overhangiug
flanges to receive the ends of the tile to pre-
vent its splitting or bursting open, and also
with slots 8, as shown in Fig. 4, for the post «
to pass throuah

To hold the post in the tile and prevent the
caps from falling off, pins P’ may be passed
through the post next to the outer face of the
caps; or notches R may be made in the edge
of the post at the caps, so the post can be
wedged over by the wedges P, so the caps will
be held on by the notches in "the post. The
precise manner of so holding the caps onand
the post in is not essential, as a variety of
45 analogous means may be used for that pur-

pose.
The manner of attaching the post to thetile
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is substantially as follows: The lower cap, D',

is first slipped on over the post and passed

down to near the bottom, where itisto remain. 50

The tile B is then in hke manner placed on . -
over the post, so as to rest on the lower cap

within its flanges, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

_The space between the post and the tile is

then filled with concrete or any suitable ma-
terial. The top cap, D, isthen placed on the
postso as tocoverthe upper end of theftile, as
shown in said figures, and then each cap is
held on by the keys P or pins P, or any suit-
able way desired, only so the ends of the tile
are inclosed within the flanges of the caps, so
as to prevent the tile from being split by the
action of heat or cold, or any other cause.
These caps are intended to be made of metal
for greater strength. After the tile issofilled
with concrete it of course sets and hardens
and holds the post firmly. When the post is
set in the ground,it is intended that the earth
will cover the tile to the depth of several
inches, so that the frost will not throw the
post out very readily, or at all.

I am aware that earthenware bases have
heretofore been used for fence-posts, which .
feature I do not claim, broadly; but Tam not
aware that common straight tile having each 75
end protected with such flanged caps or heads
and filled with concrete in which to firmly set
the post has ever been used.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters 8o
Patent, is as follows, . to wit:

A base for a metallic fence-post, formed of
tile or pottery open at each end and adapted
to be filled with concrete for the reception of
the post, and having the metallic caps or heads 85
D I¥, provided w1th overhanging flanges for
the recepbxon of the ends of the tlle, and slots
for the reception of the post, and means for
securing said caps or heads to the ends of the
tile, as and for the purpose set forth. ’

JOSEPH S. STEPHEN.
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Witnesses:
THoS. H. HUTons,
WM. J. HUTOHINS.




