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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM A. JOHNSON,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at West Exeter, in the county of Otsego
and State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Cord-Hold-
ers for Assisting in Tying Plants; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable othersskilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawing,
and to letters or figures of reference marked
thereon, which forms a part of this specifica-
tion.

My invention is a cord - holdel for assisting
in tying plants, &ec., at heights inaccessible
for ordinary hand operations ; and the said in-
vention consists in the improved device here-
inafter fully described and set forth.

In the accompanying drawing the figure
represents in perspective my improvement.

A represents a rod or handle, to the top of
which is centrally secured a cross-rod, B, near
each end of which extends upward in an in-
clined positiona rod, C. .

At each end of the rod B is secured a spring,

_ a, one end of which- is embedded in said rod,
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while the free portion is bent to form a loop
or coil, b, and a finger, ¢, which bears posi-
tively on the rod B. .

The outer ends of the rods C are each pro-
vided with a spring, d, secured and arranged

. the same as the springs on the rod B.
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In using the device, the rope or cord is

formed into a noose, which is slipped beneath
the fingers of the several springs so as to be
retained by the same, as indicated in the fig-
ure, in a distended position, a portion of the
said loop spanning the rods C, near their outer 4o
ends. In this position the device can be ele-
vated so as to place the distended loop over
the object to be tied, when the cord or cable
may be pulled to cause the contraction of the
loop, which contracting movement results in 45
the loop portions forcing their way under the
fingers of the several springs and out of en-
gagement with said springs.

I claim— :

1. The combination, in a device for holding 50
cord, of a suitable handle, a cross-bar secured
to the same and carrying rigid parallel rodsor
arms, and spring devices located on said cross-
bar and parallel arms,and adapted to hold the
loop in a distended position, and to release the 55
same when moved in a horizontal direction
caused by the contraction of said loop, sub-
stantially as set forth. ‘

2. The ecombination, with the rod A, cross-
bar B, and parallel inclined rods or arms C, of 60
springs secured to said cross- bar and to said
arms, as described, and bent to form loops b
and fingers ¢, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 65
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM A. J OHNSON
Wltnesses. _
DENNIS HARRINGTON,
ALFRED WoOD.




