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To all whom it may concern: _

Be it known that I, HENRY PARVEN FIKE,
acitizen of the United States, residing at Chili,
in the county of Miami and State of Indiana,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Shaft and Tongue Supports;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the same,
reference being had to the arinexed drawings,
making a part of this specification, and to
the letters and figures of reference marked
thereon.

Irigare 1 of the drawings is a side elevation
of my invention, showing the shaft elevated to
bring the spring-catch in contact with the
bevel-face of the extension on the clamping-
plate preparatory to engaging it with the
keeper, and in dotted lines showing it en-
gaged therewith. IMig. 2 is a side view with
the shatt down for use, and Fig. 3 a perspec-
tive view of the clamping-plate.

The present invention has relation to that
class of devices or means employed for the

support of the shafts, thills, or the tongues of
a wagon or other vehicle at a desired angle |

when the same is not reguired for use; and the
object thereof is to provide a simple and ef-

fective device by which means the shafts, thills,
or tongue;as the case may he,are conveniently |

held in clevated position out of the way.
These objects I attain by the construction
snbstantially as shown in the drawings and
hereinafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents the forward axle of a vehicle, having
secured thereto the clip B and shaft C, which
are of the usual construction and connected
together in the ordinary manner. The clamp-
ing-plate D has its holes ¢ elongated in the
direction of the length thereof in order to
adapt it to different-size clips, or where the
distance between the serew-bolts varies. The
clamping-plate D is cast or otherwise provid-
ed with an upwardly-slotted extension, E, in
which 1s eccentrically pivoted a suitable
tripping device, T, said extension having at
its npper end a keeper, (, with which en-
gages a spring-eatch, H, connected in auy de-
sirable manner to the upper side of the shaft
C. The spring-catch I, I prefer to construet
in the manner shown-—that is to say, of one
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continuous piece secured to the shaft by one
or more screws, bolts, or other like fasten-
ings. It is -evident, however, that it may be
variously modified, and any spring-catch that
will serve the purpose may be substituted
without departing from the prineciple of my
invention. The spring-catch shown is what
I consider the most simple form, and to ren-
der it effective in antomatically engaging with
the keeper I provide them both with incline
faces, as shown at b ¢. Thus, when the shaft
Cis raised sufficiently to bring the ecatech in
contact with the face of the keeper, by further
raising the shaft the ecatch will freely glide
over the face b until it is canght and held by
the keeper, thereby securely retaining the
shafts in an elevated position out of the way.
When the shafts are required for use, the
catch I is disengaged from the keeper @G, by
first bringing the shafts over and beyond the

I, apainst which the latch strikes, preventing
| the shafts from being thrown too far back. In
I'this position the shafts are brought forward,
and in doing so the catch H strikes the trip-
ping deviece I' and raises it. This elevates
the eatch sufficiently to earry or cause it to
pass over the keeper without engaging there-
with, and thus allowing the shafts to be
brought to their normal position, ready for
use.

The keoper (,as well as the spring-cateh H,
may be of any desirable form and construction,
the two forming together a spring-lateh for
holding the shafts, thills, or tongue elevated,
while the tripping device carries the catch
over the keeper when desired to bring them
to their former position, the spring-lateh and
tripping device both operating automatically
to respectively support and release the shafts,
thills, or tongue. It should be noticed that
the tripping-device I is seated in a mortise
of the extension I to prevent any undue lat-
eral strainon its pivotal connection, the sides
of the mortise keeping the device in its prop-
er position, or on a true line with the spring-
cateh H. The {ripping device I differs from
those commonly used, in that it is formed
with™ a curved shoulder or noteh, ¢, so that
when the spring-catch is brought in position,

i tripping deviee, a stop, d, on the extension.
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as shown in dotted lines, and passed beyond
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the device I or in the rear thereof on its for-
ward movement,when the shaftis lowered the
ateh will strike the shoulder or noteh e, and
by it raise the tripping device, which will
arry the spring-catch over the keeper H, the
shoulder or noteh in the tripping device be-
ing essential to insure the successful apera-
tion of releasing the shaft.

Having now described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a shaft or tongne support, the com-
bination, with a spring-catch connected to
the shaft or tongue, of a keeper with which
the catch engages, and an independent piv-
oted tripping device tormed with a curved
shou'der or notehh and seated in a mortise,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. In a shaft or tongne support, the com-
bination, with aspring-cateh conneeted tothe
shalt or tongue, of a clamping-plate for at-
taching to the axle-clip. cast with an exten-
sion having a keeper with which the spring-
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cateh engages, a stop to limit the backward
movement of the catch when releasing it
from the keeper, and apivoted and independ-
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ent operating tripping device having a curved -

shonider or noteh and seated in a mortise
formed in the extension, substantially as and
for the purpose specified.

3. As an improved article of manufacture,
a support for tongues and shafts in which are
provided a spring-catch, a clamping-plate
having clongated holes to adapt it to axle-
clips varying in size, said plate being cast
with an extension having a keeper,a stop,
and a mortise in which is pivoted a curved,
notched, or shouldered tripping device, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose deseribed.

. In testimony that I claim the above I have
herennto subseribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

IENRY PARVEN FIKE.
Witnesses:
JOHN I, LAWRENCE,
Nortr N. ANTRIM.
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