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T0 't whony 78wy conceri: .

Be it known that I, Sir.As C. MATTESON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Camp
bellsport, in the county of Found du Lac and
State of Wiseonsin, have invented certain new
and useful Iwprovements in Apparatus for
Ascending and Descending Ropes, &e.; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which

it appertains to make and use the same. ref- |

- erence being had to the accompanying draw-
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ing, which forms a part of this specification,
and which represents a perspective view of
my improved apparatus.

My invention relates to apparatus for as-
cending or descending ropes, rods, or similar
objects; and it consists in the improved con-
struction and ecombination of parts of the
same, as hereinafter more fully deseribed and
claimed. '

In the accompanying figure on the drawing,
representing a perspective view, the letters A
A indicate two ar.s or flay bars, provided at
their ends upontheuppersides with two loops
or straps, B B, for the insertion of the feet ot
the person using the apparatus, and hinged
together at their inner wider ends, as shown
at C. The inner hinged ends of the bars form
a cireular aperture, D, throngh which therope
or rod passes, and the underside of one of the
inner ends of the arms is provided with a
downwardly - projecting bracket or jaw, E,
shaped as a portion or segment of a cylinder,
having the lower edge of its inner concave
side provided with teeth F, and formed with
two arms, G G, extending from the lower ends
of side edges and bent to conform to the curve
of the jaw, having a space between their ends,
into which space another jaw, H, projects, the
said jaw projecting from the inner end of the
other arm and being provided with feeth I at

the inner side of its lower edge, similar to the
other jaw, this jaw likewise forming a cyl-
inder-segment, and both jaws being coneen-
tric with the aperture between the inner ends
of the arms or bars. It will now be seen
that whena person places the apparatus upon
a rope or pole, the said rope or pole pass-
ing through the central apeiture, and there-
upon places his feet in thestraps, he will f ree
the jaws to clamp the rope by bearing his
weight upon the ends of the arms, and may
again release the jaws, allowing the apparatus
to beslid uponthe ropeorrod when the weight
is removed and the ends of the arms or bars
drawn upward, 8o that the apparatus may be
used to support the feet of a person inascend-
ing or descending a rope or rod.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim and desire to secnre by Letters Patent
of the United States—

An apparatus for ascending or descending
ropes, rods, or similar objects, consisting of
two arms or bars. hinged together at their in-
ner ends and having an aperture for the pas-
sage of the ropeor rod through thesaid hinged
ends, and provided with- foot straps at their
ends, the cylindro-segmental jaw secured to
the under side of the inner end of one of the
bars having the teeth at the lower edge of the
inner side, and having thelaterally-projecting
curved arms at thelowerends of its side edges,
and the cylindro-segmental jaw having teeth
at the inner side of its lower end, secured
upon the inner end of the other arm and fit-
ting between the ends of the armsof the other
jaw, as and for the purpose shown and set
forth.
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