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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, CHARLES R, YANDELT,
a citizen of the United States, residing in the
city of New York, county of New York, and
State of New York, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Chairs, fully de-
scribed and represented in the following speci-
ficationand theagcompanying drawings,form-
ing a part of the same.

This invention .consists in a peculiar novel
construction of chairs, consisting of crossed

frames whose lower extremities form the legs,

while their upward extensions support the
seat and back, which frames are flexibly at-
tached together above and below said seat,
whereby they are free to play or move past
each other, and an elastic rocking movement
is imparted to the seat, as will be hereinafter
more particularly set out.

A chair embodying this invention is shown
in the accompanying drawings, in which Fig-
ure 1 represents the same by a perspective
view, and TFig. 2 by a side elevation, Fig. 3
being a front elevation, and Fig. 4 a side ele-
vation showing the chair folded up for con-

. venient handling or shipment.
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The primary object attained by this inven-
tion is the production of an easy chair, and

this is effected by enabling its seat to have an
elastic movement; but it is also capacitated to”

fold up, and thus present small dimensions,
which adapt it for convenient carriage, snug
storage, and compact shipment.

As shown herein, this chair consists of two
crossed frames, each composed of two opposite
limbs, Y A, the longer of which constitutes
the front legs, N, and the supports D for the
back, and the shorter of which constitute the
rear legs, E, and supports for the arms. The
opposite limbs Y Y are connected together to

form a frame by cross-rails, as ¢ 2 ¢, and the

opposite limbs A A are connected by a cross-
rail, 5, which rails may be wood structures
mortised into or otherwise secured to the said
limbs. The front and rear legs are attached
together near their lower ends orfeet by flexi-
ble ties, as the straps R,and thesupports Land
D are attached together by flexible ties, asthe
straps 8. The seat T is attached at its rear
corners to the supports D by pivots 1, and ab

-

its front to the support L by pivots8, either or
both of which pivots may for strength belong
enough to extend through the frames.

The seat as well as the back of the chair
may be solid or framed. Thus both might be
of wood perforated, which seat -would be
strengthened by edge rails, while the back
might be made by filling the space between the
supports D D for a suitable distance. A pref-
erable mode of constructing theseat as well as
the back is to provide a frame-work covered
by a fabric—as leather—stretched overit; but
either or both may bepadded or stuffed in the
usual way of npholstering such parts of fur-
niture.

The connecting-straps R and 8 may be of
webbing, rubber, or similar material, or even
springs, but preferably will be made of stouf
leather. The straps R are fastened inany ap-
proved way to the cross-rail ¢, connectingthe
front legs together, and to the cross-barssimi-
larly joining the rear legs to each other. The
straps 8 should, as they are more exposed and
form.arms, have a more ornamental means of
uniting them to the supports L D, and this
may be effected by the use of metal rings 4,
into which the straps are looped, which rings
are passed through holes cut through said sup-
ports. Any other mode of connecting these
strapsto the supports may, however, be adopt-
ed; but as it may occur from long use that the
straps S will become more or less elongated
and require taking up, and, further, sinceitis
desirable that they may be adjusted in length
to permit the back to more or less incline in

-ordertosuit the comfort of the user, said straps

are provided at one or both ends with free
parts adapted to be passed through the hold-
ing-loop and secured by a tongue, asis shown
in Fig. 1, said strap thus becoming adjustable
or shortening or lengthening at will.

It will be observed that thelimbs A. D,form-
ing the legs and back and seatsupports,arenot
connected together at the points of their inter-
section, but are left free to play or move past
each other. From this it results that said
limbs constituting the crossed frame operate
as lévers, spreading as the weight of the user
is applied to the seat to a degree limited by
the elasticity of the straps R S, and that as the
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weight on the seat is thrown more or less for-
ward or rearward, as willresult from the ordi-
nary movements of the user, the frames will
correspondingly move and play freely past
each other to an extent controlled and limited
by the pliable straps. These movements will
consequently enablethe chairtoact asarocker,
and the straps will cause these movements to
be elasticand smooth. The various parts are
so connected that the chair may be folded up,
as is seen in Fig. 4, the seat having its sides
recessed, as at 3, if necessary, so as nat to ob-
struet sueh folding.

The straps B may be two in number, as
shown, or a single wide central strap might be
employed, or these straps might be three in
number. The straps S will, however, neces-
sarily be two in number, as they operate as
armeg, and must provide a space for the body
of the sitter between them.

By making thestraps RorSof greatstrength
either set may be dispensed with and the pe-
culiar elastic rocking action be accomplished;
but considering the great strain to which a
chair is subjected and the necessity for dura-
bility, the struciure embodying both sets of
straps R and S is most desirable.

306,989

‘What is claimed is—

1. A chair consisting of two crossed frames
connected together by straps and the seat,
which latter is pivoted at one end to one frame
and at the other end tothe opposite frame,and
one of whichframes extends above the seat to
form the back, substantially as described.

2. A chair consisting of crossed frameselas-
tically connected together aboveandbelow the
seat I, as by straps R and 8, and having the
seat pivoted near itsrear to one frame and near
its front to the other frame, substantially as
described.

3. A chair consisting of crossed frames to
which the seat is pivoted, which frames are
connected together above and below the seat
by straps R S, the latter of which is adjusta-
ble, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my
hand in the presence of two subsecribing wit-
nesses.

CHARLES R. YANDELL.
Withesses:

JAs. M. BALDWIN,
S. G. ANGLER.
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