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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, THOMAS MITCHELL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Brook-
lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New
York, have invented certain new and use-
ful Tmprovements in Buckles; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as will
énable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters and figures of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of thisspeei-
fication. . ’

This invention relates to an improvement
in buekles; and it consists in a wedging fast-
ening so constructed that the strap may be
held at any desired point; and it further con-
sists in certain peculiarities of the construe-
tion and combination of parts, as will be here-
inafter fully set forth.

In the annexed drawings, illustrating my
invention, Figure 1 is a side elevation of a
shoe and roller-skate secured together by
means of a strap provided with my improved
buekle. Fig. 2 is a representation of the
blank which is to be bent into shape to form
the chamber of the buckle. Tig. 3 is a cross-
section of the buckle when clamped upon a
smooth metallic strap. Fig. 4 is a similar
cross-section when the fastening is clamped

upon a flexible strap. TFig. 5isa similar view

of the buckle clamped upon a corrugated
strap. Fig. 6 is a plan view of a metal strap.
Fig. 7 is an edge view of a corrugated strap,
and Fig. 8 is a perspective of the buckle-
wedge. ‘

Like letters of reference denote like parts
in the several figures. :

A represents the shank of the blank,which
is to be bent together at the line # , to form
the buckle-chamber frame, said shank being
of any length that is desired, and being so
formed that it may be riveted or otherwise
secured to a strap, or may be fastened direct
to some objeet. The blank is preferably pro-
vided with lugs B B,which will be bent 0 in-
close the shank A, and thus hold the top and
bottom plates of the chamber together. The
metallic blank is further provided with a trans-
verse slot, C, which will be on the under side
of the chamber for the admission of the flexi-
ble strap to the chamber, as shown in Fig. 4.
Another slot, D, is provided, which will be
at the end of the chamber, the blank being

bent at that point, and through which the
smooth or corrugated metallic strap shown in
Figs. 6 and 7 may pass.

G represents the wedge, which is prefera-
bly pivoted upon the lug F, and is provided
with a stop, @, and a bent handie, . The
movement of the wedge, as shown by the ar-
row in Fig. 1, is to and from the buckle-cham-
ber, it being prevented by the stop « from
entering too far within the chamber, and yet
its extent of movement being amply sufficient
to allow it to pass between the upper and
lower plates of the chamber-frame, pressing
against the contained strap, and thus holding
the latter firmly and rigidly.

Instead of a smooth metallie strap, a cor-
rugated strap, H, may be used, in order to
make a more secure fastening and prevent lia-
bility of the slipping of the buckle. In this
cage the side of the buckle-chamber will gen-
erally be provided with corresponding corru-
gations or grooves, as shown in Fig. 5; also,
a leather strap will, as shown in the draw-
ings, be held securely by the wedge when it
is properly placed within the chamber and the
wedge is clamped upon it.

It will be understood that I do not herein
limit myself to the exact arrangement of the
parts just deseribed, but reserve to myself the
liberty of departing and varying therefrom as
shall be deemed best suited to the easy con-
struction and effective operation of the buckle,
without, however, departing from the essen-
tial features of my invention, which are the
chambered buckle, the clamping-wedge, and
the smooth or corrugated straps.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The combination of the chambered frame
of the buckle, the straps passing through slots
in said frame, and the wedge G, pivoted with-
in the frame and having a handle, b, substan-
tially as described.

2. The combination of the buckle-chamber
havinga corrugated side,the correspondingly-
corrugated metallic strap,and wedging fasfen-
er, constructed and operated substantially as
shown and described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS MITCHELL.

Witnesses:

MARTIN FLANIGAN,
OLIVER P. BARKER.
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