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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, TLLEOPOLD MANDLE, @ |

citizen of the German Empire, residing at New
York, in the county and State of New York,
have invented new and usefnl Improvements
in Clasps, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention has for its object to provide
a novel and efficient clasp for sapporting
wearing-apparel—such as stockings; and- it
consists in the construction of the device, as
hereinafter desecribed and claimed, reference
being made to the acco.mpftnyinﬂ drawings,
1llusnrab1no my invention, in which-—

Figure 1 represents a face view of my clasp
when open. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section
of the same. Fig. 3 is a face view of the same
when closed. Fig. 4 is alongitudinal section
of the same. Fig. 5 isatransverse section in
the plane z z, Fig. 3.

Similar lettersindicate corresponding parts.

In the drawings, the letter A designates a
plate, which is made of sheet metal or any
other suitable material, and which may be pro-
vided with an eye, ¢, for the purpose of connect-
ing it to a strap or other fastening. In said
plate A is formed a slot, «, and into this slot
is fitted a tongue, B.

In the example shown in the drawings the
plate A and tongue B are made integral ef
one and the same piece of material; but the
tongue may be made of a separate piece of
material and attached to the plate by rivets
or other suitable means. Said tongne is made
elastic, and it is provided with a slot, b, and
into this slot is fitted the slide C, which also
engages with the edges of the slot ¢ in the
plate A. When this slide is moved back to
the positionshown in Figs. 1and 2, the tongue
opens, (see Fig. 2,) so that the clasp canbe ap-
plied to a stocking or other article, and when
the slide is moved down to the positionshown
in Figs. 3 and 4 the tongue is closed up, so as
to clamp the article introduced into the c]asp
and retain the same in posunon

In the example shown in the drawings the
inner edges of the slot ¢« and the outer edges
of the tongue B are left smooth; but, if de-
sired, said edges may beserrated, so that they
will take a more secure hold of the article to
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be clamped than they do when the edges are
smooth.

The slide Cis, by preference, made of two
disks, ¢ ¢, which overlap the edges of theslota,
and are nnited by a rivet, d, extending through
the slot b; but it may be constructed in any
other suitable manner.

My clasp is intended pafticn]arly for stock-

ing-supporters and other similar purposes;
but it can be used for all purposes where a
clasp of this class is applicable.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A clasp for supporting stoekings and.

other articles, consisting of a plate, A, having
a rectilinear slot, @, a spring-plate, B, rigidly
secured to the plate and located in the said
slot, and provided with a longitudinal slot, b,
and aslide, C, movablein the slot of the tongue
and engaging the opposite edges of the slotin
theplate throughout the length of such edges,
substantially as deseribed.

2. A clasp for supporting stockings and
other articles, consisting of the plate A, having
a rectilinear slot, a, the spring-tongue B, rig-
idly secured at its upper end to the plate and
located in said slof, and provided with the
longitudinal slot b, and the slide C, movable
in the slot of the tongue and comprising two
disks overlapping and at all times engaging
the opposite edges of the slot in the plate,
substantially as described.

3. A clasp for supporting stockings and
otherarticles, consisting of the plate A, having

a rectilinear slot, ¢, anattached tongue, B, of

a length less than the slot in the plate and
movable into and out of said slot, said tongue
having the longitudinal slot b, and a slide, C,
movable in the slot of the tongue and engag-
ing the edges of the slot in the plate through-
out their length, for pressing the tongue into
said slot of the plate, substantially as de-
seribed.

Intestimony whereof Thave herennto set my
hand and seal in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.

LEOPOLD MANDLE. [L.s.]

Witnesses: .

W. HAUFF,
E. F. KASTENHUBER.
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