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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLIam B, CoULTER
residing at Bristol, in the county of Hartford
and State of Connectieut, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Fasten-
ing Devices; and I do declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, which form a part of this speci-
fication.

My invention relates to an improvement in
fastening devices, the object being to produce
a device combining simplicity and cheapness
of construction, easily operated, and durable
and efficient in use.

‘With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in a fastening device provided with two
spring-arms having free normally separated
ends, and adapted to be sprung toward each
other for locking and unlocking the device,
and a hook or eye, within the edges of which
the arms are hooked or caught against vertical
and lateral disengagement.

My invention further consistsin a fastening
device having certain details of construection
and combinations of parts, as will be herein-
after described, and pointed outin the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view in elevation in its unlocked adjustment
of one form of my improved fastening device.
Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the device
in its locked adjustment; and Figs. 3and 4 are
views of modified forms which my improve-
ment may assume.

Referring first to the device shown by Figs.
1 and 2 of the drawings, its spring-arms A A
have free ends B B, bent outwardly, extend-
ing in opposite directions and normally sep-
arated, the said arms being formed from a
single piece of wire provided midway of its
length with a coil, C, as shown. The carrier
or plate of the said device is provided with

" leaves or points B B E, for securing it to the
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body F of the envelope, and with a strap, G,
which passes through the coil C aforesaid and
pivotally secures the arms A A to the carrier
or plate, and hence to the body of the enve-
lope. The loop or eye H of the said device
is made integral with a plate, I, provided with
leaves orpoints J J J, for securing it to the flap

To lock the device,the respective arms AL A
are sprung toward each other and their bent

ends caught under the adjacent sides of the s

loop or eye, from which the said ends are re-
tracted and disengaged for unlocking the de-
viee,by springing the arms toward each other,
as before,and then lifting them away from the
loop or eye.

The device shown in Fig. 3 of the drawmgs
is like that shown in the preceding figures,,
except that its eye L is set into the flap of the
envelope and provided with points M M M
M, for securing it in place. In this device,
which is operated like the device of the pre-
ceding figures, the outwardly-bent ends of the
arms are concealed and protected under the
flap when the device is locked.

The device shown by Fig. 4 of the drawings
has its eye N set into the body of the envelope
and arms O O extending in opposite direc-
tions from a flexible metallic strap, P, formed

‘integral with a plate, Q, provided with leaves

or points R R R, for securing it to the flap of
the envelope, the strap P being provided with
a finger, S, as shown. To lock this form of
my improvement, the flap is lifted and the
arms O O sprung together and caught under
the eye,from which they are withdrawn in un-
locking the device, by lifting them by means
of the finger S of the strap.

Inthethree formsof my device hereinshown,
and preferably in every form and application
of my improvement, the loop or eye should
be constructed and arranged toallow sufficient
play in the arms when bhe device is locked to
permit the envelope or other package to be
filled to its utmost capacity without impair-
ing the value of the fastening. This also en-
ables the device to be accommodated without
displacement of the parts, whether occurring
before or after the device is locked, and per-
mitting the device to be readily unlocked in
case the package is thrown out of shape after
being locked.

It is apparent that my improved device is
not confined in use to envelopes, but that it
may be applied to a great variety of articles
and packages requiring a fastening device.

I would have it understood that I do not
limit myself to the particular construction

K of the envelope, and stands above the said | shown and described, but hold myself at 1ib-

plate and off from the flap.

[ erty to make such chfmcres and alterations as
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fairly fall within the spirit and scope of my
invention.

Havingfully deseribed my invention, whatI
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a fastening device, two spring-arms
having free ends, in combination with a loop
or eye within the edges of which the armsare
hooked or caught against vertical and lateral
disengagement, substantially as set forth.

2. In a fastening device, two vertically-
movable spring -arms having free ends, in
combination with a loop or eye within the
edges of which the arms are hooked or caught
against vertical and lateral disengagement,
substantially as set forth.
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3. In a fastening device, two spring-arms
having free ends, a carrier-plate to which the
arms are pivoted for free vertical movement,
and a loop ur eye within the edges of which
the arms are caught or hooked against verti-
cal and lateral displacement, substantially as
set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
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specification in the presence of two subscrib- 25

ing witnesses.

WILLIAM B. COULTER. .

Witnesses:
LEWIS PEASE,
N. J. COULTER.




