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To all whom it may concern: '

Be it known that I, HENRY CLEMONS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Downing,
in the county of Schuyler and State of Mis-
souri, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Wire-Stretchers, of which the
following is a full, clear, and e*mct description.

My 1nvenblon is an improvement in the class
of portable wire-stretechers consisting, mainly,
of an oblong iron frame having a shaft jour-
naled therein, and provided with a handle, a
ratchet, and a pawl for rotating it.

The invention consists in the construction,
combination, and arrangement of partsas here-
inafter described and claimed.

In accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is a
perspective view of the device. Fig. 2 is a
plan view of the same folded. Iig. 3 is a per-
spective view of the parts of the device sepa-
Fig. 4 is a plan view
illustrating one way in which the device is
practically used.

The iron frame of the stretcher is formed of
the U-shaped part A and the V-shaped part
B, connected and jointed together by shaft C.
The part B has a cross-brace, ¢, and is provid-
ed at its angular extremity with an eye, to
which a rope or hook, b, may be applied, for
attaching the frame to a post or other fixed
object. The part A has a hole, ¢, in its con-
vex end,to serve as a guide for the wire, rope,
or chain attached to the wire to be stretched.
The inuner ends of the parts A B are lapped
one on the other and have coincident holesto
receive the cross-shaft C on which the wire is
wound. On one end of said shaft is fixed a
ratchet, D, and on the other is mounted, de-
tachably, a similar ratchet, Ii. The pawl d
of a crank-arm, F, engages with ratchet I, and
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said crank is mounted loose on shaft C, so as
to rotate around it. A spring-pressed pawl,
e, 1s pivoted on a projecting end of the brace
a and engages the other ratchet ,D, thus serv-

ing to hold or lock the latter whlle the crank-

arm F is being rotated in the direction indi-

cated by the ai-row, for winding the wire on
shaft C. A nut, f, is applied to one end of
shaft C. By removing it the latter may be
withdrawn and the parts A B of the frame
separated from each other and from the ratchet
Ii and crank-arm F. (See Fig. 3.) ,

The general operation of the stretcher will
be obvious to those skilled in the art without
further description.

The construetion of the frame in two parts,
which are jointed together, enables it to be
folded in compact form, as shown in Fig. 2
It also enables the stretcher to be used in
angles or corners,and to be applied to the side
of a post, as illustrated in Fig. 4, which wounld
be impracticable if the frame were rigid, as
usual in this class of stretehers.

I do not claim, broadly, a wire-stretcher
frame made in two parts jointed together; bub

What I claim is—

Theimproved fence wirestretcher composed

of the two parts A and B, adapted for the fune-

tions specified, the winding-shaft C, which pass-
es through the openings in the lapped ends of
said parts, and thus pivotally connects them,
the ratechets D E, attached to the respective
ends of the shaft, the spring-pawl e, pivoted
to part B, and the handle I and its attached
pawl d, all as shown and described.
HENRY CLEMONS.
Witnesses:
Wy MoNULTY,
Joux B. MuDD.
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