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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, EMADEUS PROBST, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cen-

tralia, in the county of Marion and State of.
Illinois, have invented a new and useful Im-:

provement in Fruit-Gatherers, of which the

following is a specification, reference being:

had to the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to a cutter for remov-!

ing such fruit as grapes, melons, strawberries,
and similar fruoit from the vine, where it is

desirable that the stems should be cut instead.

of broken.

trimming shrubs, vines, &e.; and it has for its
object to provide a device of this character,
which may be readily attached to the hand.
A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide adevice of the character above mentioned

which shall be cheap and simple in its con-

struction, effective in its operation, and one
that will be strong and durable.

‘With these ends in view the invention econ-
sists in the improved construction of cutter, in
the means for its attachment to the hand, and
in the various details of construction herein-
after fully described, and pointed out in the
claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a fruit or vine cutter constructed in
accordanee with my invention, showing the
same adjusted upon the hand and in position
for operation. TFig. 2 is a detail perspective
view of the cutter. Fig. 3 is a perspective
view of a modification. Fig. 4 is a transverse
vertical section of Fig. 2, and Fig. 5 is a de-
tail plan of one of the concave plates for the
attachment of straps.or loops.

In the accompanying drawings, in which
like letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts in the several figures, A represents the
cutter, which is preferably of steel, and con-
sisting of a single blade having a sharp cut-
ting-edge. The forward end of this cutter is
turned upwardly at or nearly at right angles
to the body portion of the cutter, as shown at
a. This bending of the cutter at its forward
end is an essential feature of my invention,
the purpose of which will be more fully de-

seribed. Upon the lower end of the cutter,

at the point at which the cutter is bent, there

'l is an ear or lug, «?, which is preferably formed
2, o'y p y

integral with the cutter, and projecting from
the outer side thereof at right angles thereto.
This lug is provided with a hole or opening,
and secured to said lug is a concave plate, B,
said plate B having two or more screw-thread-
ed openings for the passage of a fastening-
screw, b, which also engages the opening in
the lug ¢’. The sides of said plate are hol-
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lowed out or cut away, and it is provided at

its ends with slots c. .
C represents a loop or strap, which is pref-

. .| erably of elastic or flexible material, said loop
The invention is also adapted for use for

or strap being secured in the slots at each end

“of the plate B. = At the rear end of the cutter

is provided an outwardly-extending lug and
a concave plate secured thereto, which are of
the same construction and secured together in
the same manner as the ones already described,
with the exception that the loop or strap C
has a free doubled end, which passes through
the slot on the opposite side of the plate from
which it is attached.

The device above described is applied to
the hand in the following manner: The fore-
finger is inserted through the loops or straps
and the rear strap drawn tight upon the finger.
The free doubled end is then engaged by the
middle finger, which holds it in place. The
forward or front concave plate is located be-
tween the first and second joint of the fore-
finger, and as it is concave it conforms to the
shape of said finger. ~ As the sides of the con-
cave plates are cut away or hollowed out, they
fit in the joints of the finger, thus insuring a
firm grip or hold on the cutter, and, further,
the plates do not cut or injure the hand.
The end of the forefinger bears against the
upturned front end of the cutter. Thus the
maximum amount of pressure or force may
be brought to bear on the cutter when in op-
eration.

It will be seen from the above description
that by locating the front concave plate at the
point at which the cutter is bent it conforms
to the earvature of the finger, and the end of
the finger is enabled to bear firmly against the
upturned end of the cutter, for the purpose
above mentioned. The rear end of the rear
concave plate fits the joint at the junction of
the forefinger with the hand, and thus pre-
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vents the moving of the cutter upon the hand
when pressed by the finger to cut a vine or
other object.

A cutter constructed in accordance with my
invention is cheap, simple, and effective, and
is adapted for various purposes.

I have shown a modification in Fig. 3, in
which I employ only one plate and one loop.
In this case the plate fits between the first and
second joint, and the cutter is made somewhat
smaller than usual.

Having fully described my-invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a cutter having
the upturned front end and consisting of asin-
gle blade, of concave plates secured to the cut-
terand loops secured to the plates, as set forth.

2. The cowbination, with a cutter consisting
of a single blade having the upturned front
end, of concave plates attached to said cutter
and flexible loops attached to the plates, sub-
stantially as set forth.

3. The combination, with a cutter having
an upturned front end, and having lugs pro-
vided with openings, of plates and loops en-
gaging said plates, for the purpose set forth.

4. The combination, with a cutter having
the upturned frort end, and having lugs pro-
vided with openings, of concave plates and
flexible loops.

- 5. The combination, with a cutter, of plates
having slots at their ends and flexible loops
engaging said slots.

6. The combination, with a cutter, of con-
cave plates having slots at their ends and
flexible loops engaging said slots.

7. The combination, with a cutter having
the upturned front end, of a concave plate lo-
cated at the point at which said cuatter is bent
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and aloop for its attachment to the hand, sub-
stantially as set forth.

8. The combination, with a cutter having
an upturned front end, said cutter having lugs
extending outwardly from its lower end, one
of said lugs being located at the point at which
said cutter is bent, of concave platessecured to
said lugs, and flexible loops secured to said
plates, as set forth.

9. The combination, with a catter having a
plate at its rear end, said plate having slots,
as shown, of a flexible loop secured in one of
said slots, its double end being passed through
the other slot to form aloop, to accommodate
the middle finger of the hand, substantially
as set forth.

10. The herein-described fruit and vine cut-
ter,having the upturned front end,and having
outwardly-extending lugs, each of which is
provided with an opening, and concave plates
secured to said lugs, said plates having aslotat
each end and elastic straps secured in said

slots, the rear strap having its free doubled end-

passed through the slot on the opposite side
of the plate to accommodate the middle finger
of the hand, as set forth.

11. The combination, with a cutter, of a
plate attached thereto,and having a slot at
each end, a flexible loop secured in one of said
slots at one end, its other end being passed
through the slot on the other end of the plate,
as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

EMADEUS PROBST.

Witnesses:
R. BARRON,
D. T. HOOVER.
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