(No Model.)
R. 8. WILLARD.

STOCKING SUPPORTER.
No. 344,889. Patented July 6, 1886.

Witnesses -iventor

A f et . Bodmsy 5 Helbaed
o A ity ot By s Attorney erey. 2. lec




10

I5

20

25

30

35

UNITED STATES

PaTenT OFFICE.

RODNEY S. WILLARD, OF ST. ALBANS, VERMONT.

STOCKING-SUPPORTER.

U ECIFLICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 344,889, dated July 6, 1886.
Application filed March 9, 1886, Serial No. 194,608. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RODNEY S. WILLARD,
a citizen of the United States, residing at St.
Albans, in the county of Franklin and State
of Vermont, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Stocking-Supporters;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had tothe accompanying draw-
ings, and to theletters and figures of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

My present invention is animprovement in
devicesintended tosupport stockings or other
garments in connection with an elastic band,
and relates to meansfor preventing the garment
being drawn down into an eye or loop at the
lower part of the holder; and it consists in a
ring or band surrounding the clasping-wires
of the holder immediately above the eye.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a holder provided with my im-
provement. TFig. 2 represents the same ap-
plied to the upper part of a stocking. Tig. s
is a separate view of the ring, and Fig. 4 rep-
regents a modified form of the same.

The device is made of a single piece of
spring - steel, bent in the form shown, and
firmly secured at the overlapping ends by sol-
dering or otherwise.

The parallel spring-holding wires & b hold
the garment securely under ordinary condi-
tions; but it is liable,when forcibly pulled, to
be drawn down into the eye ¢. If the gar-
ment is a thick fabric,it is liable to bepacked
in the ring and become difficult to remove
without injury, and if the fabric is so light

that it does not fill the eye it is drawn ouf al- 4c
together.

Itis desirable to prevent accidental removal
of the fabric from between the parallel wires,
and this is effected by a band, d, which sur-
rounds them above the eye,and is sufficiently 4=
large not to interfere with the elasticity of the
wires and the eye, but small enough to pre-
vent slipping off over the eye.

+ A holder having a ¥-shaped slot to receive

a fold of the stocking, and flattened to pro- 5¢
duce sharp edges, to obviate the tendency of
the garment to slip upwardly oust of said slot,
was described in a patent granted to Warren,
October 10, 1876. The want of elasticity in
this device and the fact that the holding-sur-
faces are not parallel,and that they terminate
in a sharp angle, distinguish it from my de-
vice. A holder also is described in Patent
No. 801,745, having two eyes or loops, into
either of which the garment is liable to be
drawn.

My improvement is designed to obviate ob-
Jjecticnable features in supporters like those
referred to.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I desire to claim and secure by Letters Pat-
ent is—

A stocking-supporter of the character speci-
fied, provided with parallel spring - holding
wires and an elastic eye, and a band loosely
surrounding the parallel wires above the eye,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof T affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

RODNEY 8. WILLARD.
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Witnesses:
HoMER E. ROYCE,
STEPHEN . ROYCE.




