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o all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, CHARLES LOUIS Gross :
a citizen of the United States, residing at Can-
ton, in the county of Madison and State of
Mississippi, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Trace-Carriers, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
trace-carriers; and it consists in the peculiar
construction and combination of devices that
will be more fully set forth hereinafter, and
particularly pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a trace - carrier embodying my im-
provements. Tig. 2 is an elevation of the
same. Tig. 3 is a vertical section taken on
the line # » of Iig. 2. Fig 4 is a horizontal
sectional section taken on the line y yof Fig. 2.

A represents a back-band, which may be
made of webbing or cloth, or other sunitable
preferred material. To each end of the back-
band is secured a re-enforced plate, B, which
is made of leather and doubled over the ends
of the back-band, so as to incase the same on
opposite sides. The leather plate is secured
to the back-band by sewing it thereto, as shown,
or theleather plate may besecured tothe back-
band in any other suitable manner.

C represents snap-hooks, one of which is se-
cured to each end of the back-band. Each
of these snap-hooks is made of a metallicplate,
B’, which may be either wrought or cast, and
is fashioned in the shape shown in the draw-
ings, a tongue, E, being formed at the lower
side of the plate. This tongue is bent upward-
ly to form a hook adapted to rececive the trace
or chain, and the lower side of the hook 1i;
thickened, as at F, to enable it to withstand
wear.” Iach plate B’ is provided with oppo-
sitely-extending arms G, and through the said
arms,and also tthOh the center of the plate,

at the upper side bhereof are made rivet-open-
ings. To each of the pl'ltea B, at a suitable

_(listance above the tongue or hook, is secured

a flat spring, H, by means of a rivet, I. This
spring bears outwardly and presses againstthe
inner upper side of the hook Ig, so as to secure
the trace or chain thereto, and prevent it from
becoming accidentally detached. The plate D

issecured totheend of the back-band by means ¢

of rivets K, which pass through both sides of
the re-enforeed plates and through the back-
band, asshown.

A trace-carrier thus constructed is exceed-
ingly strong and durable, is cheap and simple,
enables the trace or chain to be attached or de-
tached - very readily, and prevents the said
trace or chain from becoming accidentally un-
hooked from the back-band.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. A back-band having the re-enforce plates
of leather, B,secured on its ends, and the snap-
hooks or trace-carriers permanently attached
to the ends of the back-band, substantially as
described.

2. A back-bandhaving there-enforce plates B,
of leather,secured to the ends of the back-band
on both sides thereof, and the hooks formed of
metallic plates having the hooks ortongues E,
to engage with the trace or chain, and the

-8prings II secured to the plates and bearing

against the upper inner sides of the hooks, the
smd plates being riveted to the ends of the
back-band, subsmntially as described.

In testlmonv that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my fﬂonatme
in presence of two witnesses.

. CHARLES LOUIS GROSS.

‘Witnesses:

LEoN FREY,
WirLiam D. SmrrH.
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