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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALBERT EAYERS Moc-
CLURE, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Sedalia,in the county of Pettis and State
of Missouri, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Rope-Clamps; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to a cord and rope fast-
ener, and is designed for use on paper, bill,
and document files, shaw]-straps, book-hold-
ers, to hold clothes-lines and awning-ropes,
and a variety of other uses.

The object of the invention is to provide at
a slight cost a clamp of the character men-
tioned, which shall be eheap and simplein its
construction, light and durable, and one that
will allow the rope to be readily and easily
clamped and detached when desired, and yet
which will hold the rope firmly and securely
against aceldental detachment or slipping.

‘With these ends in view the invention con-
sists in the improved construction and combi-
nation of parts hereinafter fully deseribed, and
pointed out in the claim. »

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view showing the device in use upon a book

holder or carrier. Fig. 2 'is a similar view
showing it applied to a file-holder. Iig. 8
shows the device in use as a sack-fastener.
Fig. 4 is a view showing the device adapted
for holding awning-ropes and clothes-lines.
Fig. b is a detail view of the device detached;
and Figs. 6 and 7 are sectional views on the
lines # x and y y of Fig. 5.

Corresponding parts in the several figures
are denoted by the same letters of reference.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a
plate, which is preferably cast and of any suit-
able metal. This plate A is recessed or cuf
away at its end, as shown at a, to form a slot,
b. Said plate A is also recessed on its upper
face at one side thereof, as shown at ¢, and in
said recess is journaled a shaft, C.

D represents a plate, which is provided at
one end with downwardly-extending nibs or
lugs d, which are formed with holes or open-
ings for the passage of the shaft C, upon which
the plate D is journaled.

E represents a spiral spring, which is located
on the shaft G, and which has one of its ends
secured to the plate A or bearing against said
plate, and its other end fitting in a noteh in
the plate D, which is not shown. By this
means the force of the spring causes the plate
D to beheld at all times in the position shown.
The plate D has an inclined front face, which
is preferably serrated, as dt ¢/, and which al-
lows the rope to be slid.to the end b’ of the
plate. The end of the plate, like the inclined
side, is serrated, as at b% and said end restsin
a recess, e, and is prevented from downward
movement below a point on a horizontal plane
with the upper face of the plate A by ashoul-
der, f, on which the end of the plaie D rests
or bears.

In operation the cord or rope is placed in
the recess a in the plate A in such a manner
that the plate D will be slightly raised to per-
mit the passage of the rope or cord to the end
of the plate, which, when the rope is in place,
is forced against and wedges the same by
means of the spiral spring. It will be observed
that the greater the strain upon the rope or
cord the tighter it will be wedged, and that
it cannot possibly slip, since the face of the end
of the plate is serrated.

It will be obvious that the device before de-
seribed can be used to advantage as a clamp
for ropes upon awnings, can be used as asub-
stitute for cleats upon small boats where it is
necessary to make the ropes fast, can be nsed
as a clamp for shawl and book holders, file and
bill holders, and is also adapted for a variety
of uses.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— ‘

The combination, with a base-plate having
a recess or opening and a slob communicating
therewith, of a horizontally-pivoted spring-
actuated plate having an inclined serrated en-
gaging face and end, and a shoulder on the
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base-plate adapted to support the free end of g5

the pivoted plate, substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
, ALBERT EAYERS McCLURE.
Witnesses:
E. R. MARVIN,
C. M. NILEs.




