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Application filed February 2, 1886,

To all whom it may concern: |

Beitknown that I, VALENTINE W. A. RIcH- |
ARDS, of Minneapolis, in the county of Hen-
nepin and State of Minnesota, have invented

5 certain Improvements in Shaft-Carriers; and
I ‘hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
shaft or thill carriers for harnesses; and it con-

ro sists in providing or attaching to the harness
a receptacle or holder for the end of the ve-
hicle-shaft, which is arranged to receive the
said shaft as it is brought down from a posi-
tion over the back of the animal or above the
15 carrier.

My invention also consists in the combina-
tion and arrangement hereinafter deseribed,
and particularly pointed out in the claims.

Inthedrawings which form part of thisspeci-

20 fication, Figure 1 is a front elevation of my
improvement, showing the carrier in the posi-
tion assumed when in use. Fig. 21is a front
elevation showing the carrier in a position to
receive the shaft. Tig. 3 is a side elevation,

25 and Ifig. 4 is a detail.

2 represents the upper section of the car-
rier, and is composed of metal and attached
by means of the back-straps 3 to the harness-
saddle. The lower part of section 2 is at an

;o angle to the upper part, as shown. Two pro-
jecting loops receive the strap, and the pin 7
holds it in any required position. § is the
lower section of the carrier, and is made in
the form of a hook, as shown in Fig. 1, and

35 attached to the upper section, 2, by means of

the hinge-joint 9.° The lip 10 is formed upon
its outer end, and engages with a correspond-

ing lip upon the upper section, to actas a

stop.

11 represents a loop formed upon the back
of the section 8,to receive the cnds of the
girt-straps 13. This loop is formed tapering
toward the bottom, as shown in Fig.4. The
end of the girt-strap is turned over and fast-
45 ened, making a wedge-shaped end, which fits

into the loop 11. This holds the straps 13
firmly in the direction of the strain, but al-
lows it to be readily removed from the car-

40

riers, if desired. It will be seen that before
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theendsof the girt-straps are fastened together so
the lower section, 8, of the carrier may be
placed in the position shown in Fig. 2, ready
to receive the shaft, and the weight of the
shaft as it comes in contact with the section
will carry it downward until the lip strikes 55
the upper section, 2, and by fastening the two
ends of the girt 13 together it is held firmly
in this position, or the weight of the shaft
above is sufiicient to hold the carrier closed.

This carrier makes an attachment of great 6o
utility for any harness, as with it the thills or
shafts can be raised high enough for the ani-
mal to come under them, and then dropped
into the carriers without the necessity of en-
tering the ends of the shafts into the carriers. 65

The carrier is very simple in construction,
and hence is inexpensive, and it is also very
duarable.

I form the carrier of metal, and it may be
covered with leather, rubber, or other suit- 7o
able material.

The carrier will receive ashaft of any form,
either straight or crooked, and as it closes au-
tomatically there is no possibility of the shaft
getting out until the horse is unharnessed, 75
when the carrier will slip off the end of the -
shaft in the usual way.

I claim as my invention—

1. The shaft-carrier comprising the upper
section, 2, having its lower part at an angle 8o
to the upper part, and the lower hook-shaped
section, 8, hinged to the upper section, sub-
stantially as described, and for the purpose
set forth.

2. The combination, in a shaft-carrier,of the 85
section 2, having its lower part at an angle to
the upper part, as described, means for secur-
ing said section to the back-strap,and the hook-
shaped section 8, hinged to said section 2, and
having the tapering loop 11, adapted to re- gc
ceive the end of the girt-strap, all substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 29th day of January, 1886.

VALENTINE W. A. RICHARDS.

In presence of—

A. G PAvt,
R. H. SANFORD.



