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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, AMELIA A. FEARN, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of Philadelphia, State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Life-Preserving Corsets, which
improvement is fully set forth in the following
specification and accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a
corset embodying my invention. Fig. 2 rep-
resents a section in line z 2, Fig. 1. Fig. 3
represents a vertical section thereof.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

My invention consists of a corset whieh is
provided with stays of cork, which stays ex-
tend from the top to the bottom of the corset,
whereby it forms a life-preserver, is prevented
from rusting, and sets comfortably or the body.

It further consists of a guard for preventing
chafing action of the lacing of the corset.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a
corset, and Brepresents the stays thereof, said
stays being formed of pieces or strips of cork,
which are fitted in pockets of the corset.

The corset may be worn as usual, batis more
especially designed for use by one traveling
on water, in which case, owing to its buoyant
nature, it is adwirably adapted for life-pre-
serving purposes. The stays, owing to their
flexible nature, set comfortably in position,
and yield with the motions of the body, and
preserve the shape of the corset. They are

not liable to break or rust, nor cut through
the fabric, and may be made thin and light,
so that the weight of the corset is malerially
reduced.

It is evident that travelers on water, male
and female, may constantly wear corsets of the
kind, so as to be prepared for shipwrecks, &e.,
the corset in other respects possessing advan-
tages as usual in articles of its kind.

In order to prevent chafing or rubbing ac-
tion of the lacing on the body, I employ a
guard, C, consisting of a flap or strip of cor-
set fabric, or other ma‘erial, secured at one
side to the adjacent section of the corset at the
back thereof, and covering the lacing, said

guard also containing cork stays, thusincreas- g

ing the buoyant nature of the eorset.

I am aware that it is not new to place inor
attach to various kinds of garments pieces of
cork of different sizes for the purpose of add-
ing to the buoyancy of the same, and thereby
afford protection to the wearer thereof, and
such I do not claim; but I am not aware that

strips of cork have been used as stays or sup-’

ports in corsets, the same possessing the ad-
vantages over the stays now used, as herein-
before fully set forth.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire-to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A corset having stays formed of stripsof
cork, each strip composed of a single piece ex-
tending from the top tothe bottom of said cor-
set, and secured in a pocket therein, substan-
tially as described. :

2. A corset having a lacing-guard provided
with strips of cork extending trom the top to
the bottom thereof, substantially as deseribed.

AMELIA A. FEARN.

‘Witnesses:

JouN M. HURLBURT, .
MARY B. 8. DRURY.
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