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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILT.IAM M. MAXSON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Ak-
ron, in the county of Summit and State of
Ohio, have invented a new and useful Im-
provenment in Shoe-Fastenings, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
shoe-fastenings; and it consists in the peculiar
construction and combination of devices that
will be more fully set forth hereinafter, and
particularly pointed out in the claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a portion of a shoe provided with my
improved fastenings. Fig. 2 is a side eleva-
tion of the same. Fig. 3is a transverse sec-
tion taken on the line # » of Fig. 1. Fig. 4is
a detail perspective view of one of the loopsD.

The meeting edges of the flaps of the shoe,
at the outer sides thereof, are provided with
parallel strips of leather A, the central por-
tions of which are sewed or otherwise secured
to the flaps, as at B, leaving the outer edges
of the said strips free throughout the entire
length of the strips.

O represents a tongue or strap, the lower
end of which is secured to the upper of the

shoe in below the meeting edges of the flaps, |

and the said tongue or strap is passed through
a series of loops, D, the said loops being se-
cured to the strap at suitable regular inter-
vals. These loops are each formed from a
single piece of metal or other suitable mate-
rial, and bave an opening, 0, on one side to
receive the strap or tongue, and are provided
on their opposite sides at their ends with in-
wardly-extending tongues ¢. From the cen-
ter of each loop, in a line with the inwardly-
extending tongues e, projects a stud, f, the
outer end of which is provided with laterally-
extending tongues or projections g, which
By this construetion
openings % are formed on the lower side of
each loop to receive the strips A on the flaps,
the free edges a of the said strips extending
into the notches ¢, formed between the lower
side of the loop and the tongues e and g.

The operation of my inventionis as follows:

In order to unfasten the shoe, the loops B are
moved downwardly on the strips A, causing
the tongue or straptobegathered on the lower
ends of the strips A, as shown in dotted lines
in Fig. 2, thereby unfastening the flaps and
permitting the shoe to be freely withdrawn
from the foot. In order to fasten the shoe, it
is only necessary to catch hold of the upper
end of the strap or tongue and draw it up-
wardly to the position shown in solid lines in
Fig. 2, thus enabling the flaps to be instanta-
neously secured together.

A shoe-fastening thus constructed is cheap
and simple, is very strong and durable, and
enables the shoe to be fastened or unfastened
instantaneonsly. _

T am aware that it has been herctofore pro-
posed to provide a shoe with astrip or welt of
leather on each edge of the opening, and a
tongue or strap having divided rings or loops
rigidly attached to the same and engaging the
said welts or strips, and this I disclaim. My
invention differs from this in that I provide
the loops or rings with openings, through
which the draw-strap ortongueis passed, thus
avoiding the necessity of having to sew the
said loops or rings to the strap, and adapting
the loops or rings to slide thereon.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

The combination, in a shoe-fastening, of the
strap having one end secured to the shoe be-
low the meeting edges of the flaps, the strips
A, having their longitadinal eentral portions
secured to the flaps near the meeting edges
thereof, and the loops D, having the openings
b, to receive the strap, and provided with the
projecting tongues ¢ and g, for engaging with
the free edges of the strips A, substantially as
described. )

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses,

WILLIAM M. MAXSON.

Witnesses:
F. M. ATTERHOLT,
HeNRY TUCKER,
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