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To ail whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK MANKEY,
of Williamsport, Liycoming county, Pennsyl-
vania, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Proeesses for the Manufacture
of Ornamental Clapboards or Siding, &e., for
Buildings, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to a new process for
cheaply and effectively producing an orna-
mental clapboard or siding -board for build-
ings.

%Iy object is to obviate the use of shingles
or.small boards which are now frequently em-
ployed upon the sides of eottages and other
wooden edifices to give variety and a pleasing
appearance to the exterior. As commonly ap-
plied each shingle or small board is put in
place separately, and this involves considera-
ble labor. Such a siding is also apt to be
not weather-proof by reason of its numerous
joints.

By means of my process I am enabled to
produce planks or boards of a suitable con-
formation, which are of considerabie size,and
which, when applied to the building after the
manner of ordinary clapboards, presents the
same or substantially the same appearance das
do shingles or small separate boards, while
they are much cheaper to produce, are more
sightly in appearance, easier to handle and
apply,and form atighter and more impervious
covering.

In the accompanying drawings isillustrated
the manner in which I carry my process into
practical effect.

I take a block or bolt of wood of a thickness
equal to the desired breadth of the clapboard
to be made aud upon opposite sides of said
bolt I produce a new configuration, snch as
elevations A, extending transversely the
grain. Theappearance of a bolt or block so
cub on its opposite parallel surfaces is shown
in Fig. 1. I then divide said bolt longitudi-
nally in the direction of the plane indicated
by the dotted line B C, Fig. 1, intc thin slabs,
one of which is shown in Fig. 2. I then divide
each slab by cutting the same in the direction
of an inclined plane, such as is indieated by
the dotted line ¢’ D in Fig. 2. In this way I
produce from each slab two bosrds—such as
are shown, respectively, at E and F, Fig. 3—
each being beveled or tapered toward one
edge. These boards are to be placed one over
the other inthe mannerofordinary clapboards,

as shown in Fig. 3, and are so sccured upon
the building.

It will be observed that by dividing the ma-
terial first on the dotted lines B C and then
on the dotted lines C' D,I produce a board of
which the thicker edge,G,has its surface plane
at abount right angles to that of the upper or
flat surface, H, of the board. ' .

Fig. 4 shows my mode of effecting the divis-
ion so that the edge G will be beveled or
stand at an angle greater than a right angle to
the surface H. Instead of dividing the bolt
shown in Fig. 1 on a vertical plane following
the line B C, I here divide it on an inclined
plane following the line I J, Fig. 4. - After
the slabs thus produced areseparated, Idivide
each one, as before, on an inclined plane, rep-
resented by the line X L.

It will be observed that clapboards pro-
duced by my foregoing process are not split
or riven like shingles, and that the said pro-
cess allows of the utilization of all the mate-
rial in the block or bolt. None is wasted by
any planing operation, such as is ordinarily

necessary to make smooth boards of tapering

form. The cheapness and simplicity of this
process will also be obvious, inasmuch as after
the bolt is cross-cut on its surfaces (which I
accomplish very readily by means of rotary
cutters) it is divided iuto clapboards, ready
to be at once applied, by merely the two saw-
cuts. Noskilled labor is required-to carry on
the process.

I claim as my invention—

1. The process of producing ornamental
clapboards or siding, substantially as herein
described, which consists, first, in producing
on opposite parallel surfaces of a bolt or block
a new configuration, such as a series of ele-
vabions and depressions extending transverse-
ly to the grain of said block; second, dividing
said block in a longitudinal direction and
along a plane at right angles to the plane of
the aforesaid parallel surfaces; and, third, di-
viding each of the separate slabs or pieces so
produced longitudinally and along a plane at
an acute angle to the aforesaid parallel sur-
faces.

2. A Dbolt or blank for ornamental clap-
boards, having one or both of its opposite
faces formed to an ornamental configuration,
substantially as set forth.

Witnesses: FREDERICK MANKEY.

C. F. MANKEY,
CHARLES WOELLMER.
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