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UNITED STATES

PateEnT OFFICE.

HARRY A. BURGESS, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

INKSTAND.

SCPREQIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 346,263, doted July 27,1376,

Application filed Febrnary 4, 1386.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HARRY A. BURGESS, of
Boston, county of Suffolk, State of Massachn-
setts, have invented an Improvement in Ink-
stands, of which the following deseription, in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
is a specification, like letters on the drawings
representing like parts.

My invention relates to an inkstand of that
class in which the cover is antomatically op-
erated by the weight of the pen-holder, so as
to be closed or cover the ink-reservoir when
not in use, and to uncover the same when the
pen-holder is removed.

The invention is embodied in an inkstand

‘composed of o frame which supports the ink

reservoir or receptacle, and has a curved top
provided with a correspondingly curved cover
which has a sliding movement on the top of the
stand by which it covers or uncovers the ink-
receptacle. The said cover is connected with a
frame pivoted concentrically with the curve of
the upper part of the inkstand, and provided
with arms which project at the front of the
stand,and are provided with recesses orseatsto
receive the pen-holder, the weight of which
moves the said framesin the direction to slide
the cover over theink-receptacle. The frames
are counterbalanced,so that when the weight of
the pen-holder is removed they move in adi-
rection to slide the cover off from the ink-
receptacle, leaving the ink accessible to the
pen. The cover-actuating frames are pro-
vided with an auxiliary weight, which is ap-
plied when the cover is closed, and increases
the tendency of the cover to move backward
when the pen-holder is removed, but is inde-
pendently supported when the cover is moved
back or uncovered, so that it does not resist
the initial movement producedby the weight
of the pen-holder. The inkstand or frame is
provided at its ends with upwardly-project-
ing ridges or flanges, which.tend to guide a
pen - holder into the pen-receiving recesses,
and also would support any object which
might rest on or against the inkstand above
the cover, and go as not to interfere with the
movement thereof. The cover is pivoted or
hinged upon its actuating-frame, so that it
can also be turned to nncover theink-recepta-
cle independently of its antomatic operation.
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Figure 1is a perspective view of an ink-
stand cmbodying this invention, shown as
having a pen-holder snpported thercon and

verse section of the inkstand with the pen-
holder removed and the ink-reservoir uncov-
ered.

The inkstand comprises a frame, ¢, having
a curved top, ¢, and a socket or recess, «, for
the ink-receptacle b, which is removable from
the said frame, and has its upper portion
curved to correspond with the curvature of
the upper part, ¢/, of the frame. The lower
portion of the réceptacle b rests upon a pro-
jection, «', at the inside of the frame and
against the rod ¢, by which the end portions
of the frame are fastened together, so as fo
clamp the main body of the frame between
them, the said frame being shown in this in-
stance as made of three piceces of cast metal.
The rod ¢ is concentrie with the curvature of
the upper part, «, of the frame, and serves as
a bearing for the cover-actuating and pen-re-
ceiving frames d, which are provided with
arms ', extended through slots in the upper
part of the frame «, and connected by a rod,
d’, upon which the cover ¢ for the ink-recep-
tacleis pivoted. The said cover is curved to
correspond with the curvature of the upper
part, ¢, of the frame, and has a sliding move-
ment thercon, produced by the rocking of the
frames d on their pivot ¢, by which movement
it is placed over the top of the ink-receptacle,
as shown in Fig. 1, or moved back to uncover
the same, as shown in Fig. 2. The frames d
also have arms d’ extending out through slots
a® at the front of the frame,and provided with
recesses or seats d', to receive a pen-holder, f,
as shown in Fig. 1, the weight of which is suf-
ficient to depress the arms @& and move the
arms ¢ and cover ¢ forward to cover the ink-
receptacle & when not in use. The frames d
are also provided with arms ° on the opposite
side of the pivot ¢ from the arms @, and con-
nected by a rod or bar, d°, which serve as a
counter-balance for the arms d',and cause the
frames d to turn to the position shown in Ifig.
2, uncovering the ink-receptacle b when the
arms &’ are unweighted. An auxiliary
counter-weight, shown as a wire, g, is also piv-

oted on the vod ¢, and when the cover is open

with the cover closed, and IFig. 2 is a trans- ¢
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is supported on the projection a’ of the frame
a, 80 that its weight is not at first applied to
the frame to resist the movement produced by
a pen-holder placed on the arms @, but when
the said arms have about one-half completed
their movement,so that the arms @’ and cover e
are more nearly over the pivot ¢ and produce
less resistance to the downward movement of
the arms @, (the weight on which is also at
this time farther from the center,) the added
weight ¢ does not materially check the down-
ward movement of the arms d®. When the
cover isin its closed position,or with its weight
on the same side of the pivot ¢ as that of the
arms &' and pen-holder supported thereon,the
auxiliary weight ¢ is added to the counter-
weight d and is snfficient to balance the
weight of the cover on the opposite side of
the pivob or axis of movement, and thus in-
sures the backward movement for the open-
ing of the cover as soon as the weight of the
pen-holder-is removed from the arms @.

By the use of the auxiliary counter-weight
arranged as shown, the cover will be operated
by a very light pen-holder.

The ends of the frame of the inkstand are
provided with flanges a® projecting above the
top « of the main frame and above the cover
and its actuating-arms d,-and thus prevent a
book or other object which may happen to
rest against the inkstand from interfering with
the proper operation of the cover. These

flanges also serve to guide the pen-holder to-

ward the pen-receiving recesses d'of the cover-
actuating frame or pen-rack. The cover ¢ is
hinged on the rod ¢*, so that it may be turned
back to uncover the ink-receptacle independ-
ently of itsautomatic sliding movement, if de-
sired.

I claim— .

1. Aninkstand comprising an ink-reservoir
having a curved top, combined with a cover-
actuating frame pivoted substantially concen-
tric with the said curved top, and provided

with recesses or seats for a pen-holder, and a 45
cover connected with said frame,curved to cor-
respond with the top of the ink-receptacle and
actuated by the pivotal movement of said
frame, the said cover having a sliding move- -
ment with relation to the top of the ink-reser- so
voir, substantially as desecribed. ‘
2. The combination of the stand or frame
and ink-reservoir therein with a movable
cover to the said reservoir, a pivoted actuat-
ing-frame for the said cover, provided with a 55
counter-weight and with recesses or seats for -
the pen-holder, and an auxiliary counter-
weight and sapport therefor, upon which it is
sustained when the cover is opened, the aux-

iliary weight being applied to the frame when 6o E

the cover is closed,substantially as deseribed.
- 8. The combination of the main frame or
stand and ink-reservoir having a curved top
with a frame pivoted substantially concentric

with the said curved top and provided with 65

recesses or seats for a pen-holder, and a earved
cover pivotally connected with the said frame
and actuated thereby with a sliding movement
relative to the top of the ink-reservoir, said
cover being free to turn on its pivot on the jo
actuating-frame to uncover the ink-reservoir
independently of its sliding movement, sab-
stantially as described. -

4. The main frame or stand and ink-reser- -~
voir therein having a curved top, combined 73
with a correspondingly-curved cover and piv-
oted actnated frame therefor, provided with
recesses or seats for a pen-holder, the main
frame or stand being provided with upwardly- -
extending flanges at its ends, substantially as 8o
and for the purpose deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification inthe presence of two sub-
sceribing witnesses.

HARRY A. BURGESS.

‘Witnesses:
Jos. P. LIVERMORE,
H. P. BATES,




