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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOHN LEVENGUTH, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bloom-
ington, in the county of McLean and State of
Illinois, have invented a new and usefal Im-
provement in Cabinets for Exhibiting Wares,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings. , ‘

My invention has relation to improvements
in cabinets; and the novelty consists in pe-
culiar construection, combination, arrange-
ment, and adaptation of parts, substantially
as hereinafter fully set forth, and specifically
pointed out in the claims.

The invention has for its object to provide
a cabinet for holding various light articles
and exhibiting goods, wares, and forother like
purposes; to provide a series of doors for ex-
posing the articles to view or placing them
therein; to provide means for simualtaneously
opening and closing the doors, and to combine,
in a device of the class described, simplicity
with strength and durability of construction
with thorough effectiveness of operation and
cheapness of manufacture. i

In‘the annexed drawings I have shown one
formof apparatusor means for simultaneously
closing and operating the doors, which I have
deemed the best way of carrying my inven-
tion into effect.

In said drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a cabinet embodying my invention
with the doors thereof thrown open or extend-
ed. Fig. 2is an elevation of the device inits
closed position. Fig. 3 is avertical seetional
view on the line # » of Fig. 4, and Fig. 4 is a
bottom plan view of the apparatus to show
the door-operating mechanism. '

Referring to the drawings, in which like let-
ters of reference indicate corresponding parts
in all the figures, A designates my improved
cabinet, comprising a base piece or board, B,
having feet or projections b, and an annular
depending rim, ¥, a top or cap piece, C, sup-
ported on the base-piece B by standards or
supports D, and a series of doors, B, pivoted
at their upper and lower ends in the top and
base of the cabinet and arranged and adapted

| to be simultaneously closed or opened, as will

be presently fully deseribed.

In the apparatus illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, the cabinet is made square
in cross-section; but the form and shape there-
of may be varied without departing from the
principle of my invention, and the pivoted
or hinged doors E thereof form the sides or
walls of the cabinet, the frame-work thereof
being skeleton-shaped, and the doors forming
the inclosing-walls; but, in liea of having the
wallsformed entirely by thesaid closing doors,
vertical walls or partitions to partially inclose
each side or any desired number of the sides
of the cabinet may be employed and secured
rigidly thereto, the doors in such instances
being hinged or pivoted to the partitions or
rigid walls or independently thereof, as will
be very readily understood.

The folding doors in the present instance
are rigidly secared in any suitable manner to
vertical bars or shafts I, that are pivotally or
rotatively journaled at their upper ends in
the cap or.cover, and at their lower ends they
extend through the base or bottom and are
provided with an arm, ¢, for a purpose here-
inafter described. »

The doors E are arranged at each side of
the case or cabinet, and form the side inclos-
ing-walls thereof, as before described, and are
arranged at right angles or in different planes
to each other, as shown, the free outer ends
thereof abutting or fitting against one of the
uprights or supports D, which thus serves as
a stop to limit the inward-folding movement
of the doors, and when the doors are thrown
open to expose the contents of the cabinetsthey
extend beyond the edges of the top and base
of the cabinet and from each eorner or angle
thereof.

F designates a shaft or bar extending ver-
tically through the middle of the cabinet or
case, and "having its bearings in the cap and
base thereof. The upper end of the shaft is
provided with a knob or handle piece, f, for
its convenientrotation by hand, and the lower
end of said shaft is provided with arms f”, ar-
ranged ab different angles thereto, one arm
J' being provided to each arm e of the jour-
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naled door-supporting bar D’ to operate the

said arms e, and consequently the doors, si-
multaneously or all together. Rach of the
arms e is provided with a longitudinal
groove, ¢/, and ineach grooved arm s fitted the
outer end of a pin, /7 rigidly secured to the
upper surface of the outer end of each of the
arms f’ of the operating-shaft I, ’
To operate the device to open and close the
doors simultaneously, the shaft F is turned in
its bearings, thereby rotating or moving the

" arms f” thereof, which in turn operate to change
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the relative positions of the arms ¢ and the
doors E, the pins f* of the shaft-arms f” slid-
ing in the grooves and operating them simul-
taneously. ' ,

G designates shelves either loosely or rigidly
mounted on the shaft F within the cabinet, and
serving to hold the articles to be exhibited, or
other devices.

The cabinet may be finished and upholstered
and decorated in any suitable manner, and is
particularly adapted for use as a.lady’s *‘com-
panion,” although it can readily be adapted
for use as an exhibition-cabinet to display
spools of silk, cotton, jewelry, and the like.

I do not desire to confine myself to the ex-
act details of construction and form and pro-
portion of parts herein shown and described,
as L amaware that changes therein can be made
without departing from the principle or sac-
rificing the advantages of my invention.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a cabinet, the combinationof the cap

. 346,295

and base pieces, thesupports D, secured to and
connecting the said pieces and arranged near
the edges thereof, the swinging doors jour-
naled in the cap and base piecesand arranged
to fold inwardly and lie within the edges of
the said pieces, said doors forming the inclos-
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ing-walls of the cabinet and abutting against .

the supports at their edges, the grooved arms
e, carried by the doors and arranged within
the base, a rotatable spindle extending cen-
trally through the case,and the arms carried
by the spindle and having pins that enter the
grooves of the door-operating arms to actuate
the doors simultaneously, all arranged -and
adapted to serve substantially as described, .

2. A cabinet comprising the following ele-

ments in combination, namely: base and cap

45.

50‘

pieces, supports D, connected thereto, folding -

doors having shafts journaled in the cabinet
and arranged to form inclosing-walls thereto
when closed, grooved arms rigidly secured to
the door-shafts, an operating-shaft mounted
in the cabinet and carrying arws at its lower
ends, provided with pins that fit the grooved
arms and simultaneously open and close the
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doors when the operating-shaft is rotated, and -

shelves mounted on the operating:shaft within
the inclosing-walls of the cabinet, substan-
tially as described. o
In testimouny that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses. _
: JOHN LEVENGUTH.
Witnesses:
JOHN S. CATEEN,
WiILLIAM B. CARLOCK.
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