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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DANIEL O'BRIEN, of
Minneaypolis, in the county of Hennepin, and in
the State of Minnesota, have invented certain
new and useful Implovements in Bed-Pans;
and I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact deseription theleof

My invention relates to bed- pans; and it
consistsin certain peculiarities of construetion,
as will be fully described hereinafter with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
my invent.iou; TFig. 2
and Tig. 3 a transverse section.

My bed- pan is usnally construected of zine,
though other snitable material may be em-
ployed if found desirable,and the main portion
is preferably stamped from asingle piece into
the desired shape, so as to have the vertical
walls A rounded up from the bottom B, thus fa-
cilitating the cleansing of the vessel, there be-
ing no seams to furnish a lodgment for sedi-
ment. Atthe rear end of the pan the vertical

5 walls Aarecutawayinsucha mannerastoform

a downward inclination from a horizontal
plane, and abthis point I secure, by soldering
or other suitable means,a cover-piece or shleld
C, having a curvature designed to conform
with that of the human back, the front por-
tion of said part being supported by posts a a.
In order to prevent the patient from being
chilled by coming into direct contact with the

pan, as well as to render said patient more

comfortable while using the vessel than is or-
dinarily the case, I provide a pad, D, designed
to fit npon the cover-piece or shield C at the
rear portion of said pan. Thatportion of the
pad designed to fit the outer sides of the pan
18 usually provided with an elastic cord, 2,

which acts to draw the edges of said pad twht

ly about the bead ¢, for med at the point of eon-
nection between the parts A C, and the for-
ward portion of this pad is provided at the
outer extremities with openings d, designed to
engage buttons or projections ¢ on the outer
sides of the vessel. By the fastening means
above described the pad D is prevented from
slipping when the pan is in use, and can be
readily removed for the purpose of being
cleaned when soiled. The forward portion of
the pan hassoldered or otherwise secured there-

, & longitudinal section,-

to a flaring upward and inwardly extending
shield, B, this part serving tosupport the bed-
clothing away from the main portion of the
vessel, and also acts to prevent any splash of
the excrement from the patient coming in con-
tact with said clothes, thereby 1)10\7611t]1]0‘
them from becoming soiled.

All of the ezposed_ edges of the several parts
composing my pan are turned over to pre-
sent a rounding surface, and are thus pre-
vented from doing injury to the patient when
the vessel is in use.

I is a pipe secured at one extremity to the
rear end of the pan, and supported atits other
extremity by a hanger, f, depending from the
cover-piece or shield C. The rear end of this
pipeisconstructed to receive the secrew-thread-
ed end of an angular nozzle, G, and its forward
end isadapted to receive a plug.

‘When the pan is used in cases where injee-
tions are necessary, the nozzle G is engaged
with an ordinary flexible tube, I, which leads
to 4 suitable receptacle outside the bed upon
which the patient may be placed, and should
the fluids employed for the injections accumu-
late in said pan to such an extent as to rise
above the forward end of the pipe I they will
flow off to said receptacle, thereby preventing
any overflow npon the bed-clothes. By hav-
ing mnozzle G detachably united to the pipe
I, and the employment of a suitable washer
between these parts, said nozzle can be opera-
tively adjusted, so as tohaveits discharge end
on the side opposite that shown in the draw-
ings, thus permitting the pan to be employed
without reference to the location of the bed.
Another advantageof having the parts F G de-
tachably united lies in the fact that said parts
can be more readily cleaned than would be
otherwise tie case were the nozzle a rigid fix-
ture, while at the same time said nozzle can be
placed atsuch anangleas to prevent the weight
of the bed-clothes from bending or kinking the
pipe in such a manner as to interf’ere With the
flow of the finids from the pan. Atsuchtimes
when it may be found unnecessary to employ
the adjustable nozzle and flexible tube, aplug
is inserted in the forward end of thepipe Fto
prevent leakage, and in some instances the
pipe might be entirely omitted. The weight

of the patient will cause the rear portion of
the pan to be depressed,or,in other words,sink
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down in the mattress, and said pan being of
the least depth at this point its top will be in
such position as to give little or no discom-
fort during its use.
piece or shield C of a curvature conforming to
that of a human back and the pan so con-
structed as to indent itself in a mattress said
pan can be left in position for use withoutin-
convenience or discomfort to the patient fora
longer period than is usual in this class of de-
vices. After having been used by a patient
and it is desired to remove the pan, the part
E may serve forahandle, and when said pan is
withdrawn-the discharges contained therein
will fall to the rear end of the vessel, between
the bottom B and cover-piece or shield C, so
that said vessel may be readily carried out to
be cleaned without danger of any drippings
therefrom.

By the employment of a bed-pansuch asT
have deseribed all possibility of soiling the
bed-clothing is precluded, and said pan can be
readily adjusted so as to render the patient

more comfortable than is usual with the ordi-.

nary vessels designed for the same purpose,and
the space between the cover-pieces CE being
uninterrupted from side to side of the pan,
all interior parts of the latter are more readily
reached when necessary to cleanse the pan.

Having now fully desceribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— -

1. A bed-pan having an unblokenlear cov-
er-piece united at its outer edgesto the walls
of the pan and supported at itsinner edge by
suitable posts, whereby the contents of the
panare permitted to fall to the rear and be

By having the cover-

there retained when said pan is elevated, as
set forth.

2. A bed-panhaving an unbroken rear cov-
er-piece united atits outer edges to the walls
of the pan and supported at its inner edge by
suitable posts, in combination withan interior
pipe suspended above the bottom of said pan,
an angular adjustable nozzle connecting with
the pipe, and a flexible tube inturn connected
to the nozzle, asset forth.

3. A bed - pan having inwardl y~extended
front and rear cover-pieces, the cover-piece
united at its outer edges to pan-walls and sup-
ported at its inner edge by suitable posts, the
front cover-piece also united at its outer edges
to the pan-walls and flared upward, and the
space between these cover- pieces uninter-
rupted from side to.side of said pan, as set
forth.

4. A bed-pan having aninwardly-extended
rear cover-piece united at its outer edges to
the pan-walls, in combination with a pad pro-
vided with an elastic cord designed to draw
the edges of said pad tightly about a bead
formed by the union of the cover-piece and
pan-walls, and suitable projections upon the
outer sides of said pan,adapted to engage open-
ingsin the forward portion of the pad, as set
forth.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand, at Milwaukee, in
the county of Milwaukee and State of Wis-
consin, in the presence of two witnesses.

DANIEL O'BRIEN.

Witnesses:

N. E. OLIPHANT,
MAURICE . FREAR.
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