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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known thag I, THOMAS FAULDER, of
the city of Syracuse, in the county of Onon-
daga aud State of New York, have invented

5 Dew and useful Tmprovements in Tail-Board
Fastenings for Wagons, of which the following
_isa Specification,
" This invention relatestoan improvementin
fastening devices for locking the tail-boards

10 or end-gates of wagons, and has for itg object
to construct g simple, durable, and effective
locking device, which can Le readily applied,
and which,when locked, will hold the sides of
the wagon-body from spreading apart,

15 _ The invention consists of the improvements
in the construction of the device, which wil]
be hereinafter fully deseribed, and pointed
out in the claims,

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

20 represents a fragmentary top plan view of the
tail end of awagon-body provided with my im-
proved locking device, Fig. 2 is a sectional
side elevation of the Same. TI'ig. 3 is hori-

. zontal eross-section thereofin line z, Fig. 2.

25 Fig. 4is g berspective view of one corner of
the tail end of a wagon -with my improved
locking device applied thereto.

“Like letters of reference refer to like parts
in the several figures.

30 Arepresentsthe bottom board, B B the side.-
boards, and C the tail-board or end-gate, of a
wagon-body. The tail-board Cis hinged at its
lower end to the bottom of the wagon-body by
hinges ¢, in the usual manner,

35 D represents a metal strap or plate,secured
to the innerside ofthe tail-board C, one at each
end thereof, by bolts d. Each plate or strap
D is provided at itg outer end with a hook o
U shaped catceh, e.

40 F represents a similar strap or plate,secured
to the inner side of each of the side-boards B,
hear their tail end, by bolts £ f'.  The straps

T are each provideq with a rearwardly-pro-

Jjecting tongue or lip, ¢, which engages against

45 the inner side of the cateh e of the plate D
when the tail-board is closed.

represents latches or hooks, pivoted at

their front ends to the inner sides of the plates

F, or to the side-boards B, and extending with

(No model.)

their outer hook-shaped rear ends over the 50
rear ends of the plates F,and engaging in the
catches e of the plates D, which are secured to
the tail-board. The hooks H are breferably
pivoted to the Dlates F and the side-boards of
the wagon-body by the bolts ’,which also se- 55
cure the inner ends of the Plates F to the side-
boards B.  When the hooks H are engaged in
the catehes e of the plates D, the tail-board is
firmly locked in a closed position, and the
outer bent ends of the straps D, which form 6o
the catches ¢, are confined and held tightly
against the projecting tongues ¢ on the side
straps, I, The catches ¢ of the plates D form
shonlders, which engage against the outer sides

of the tongues y of the side plates, F, thus €5
holding the rear ends of the side boards from
spreading outward, and forming a perfectly
secure fastening and a close Jjoint between the
ends of the side-boards and the tail-board of
the wagon-body. The hooks H are each pro- 75
vided with an inwardly - projecting lip, h,
whereby they can he readily seized and swung
upon their pivots to disengage them from their
catches e and unlock the tail-board.

Theend plates, D, side plates, I, and latches 75
H are readily cast of malleable iron, and ean
be produced ag comparatively small expense,
thus forming a cheap and durable fastening
device. '

I claim as my invention— 8o

1. The combination, with the side - boards
and the hinged tail-board, of intérlocking side
and end plates rigidly secured. respectively, to
the side-boards and the tail-board, whereby
the side-boards are Prevented from spreading, 85
and latches which are attached to the side-
boards in front of the tail-board, and engage
with said end plates, whereby the tail-board
is held closed, substantially as set forth.

2. Thecombinabion, with theside-boards B, go
provided with plates B, having rearwardly-
extending tongues g, of the hinged tail-board
C, provided with Plates D, having catches e,
which engage against the outer sides of the
tongues g, substantially as set forth, 95

A fastening for the tail-boards of wagons,
composed of the end plates or straps, D, pro-
vided with hooks or catches e, side plates or
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straps I, having tong
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ues g, and pivoted hooks | against the tongues

H. engaging in the catches ¢ of the plates D, H, substantially as

substantially as set forth.

4. The combination,with the side-boards B, 1886.
provided with the straps P,having rearwardly-
extending tongues ¢, and pivoted latches H, Witnesses:
of the hinged tail - board ©C, provided with ¢. W. SMITH,
straps D, having catches e, which engage 0. C. WEST.

g and receive the hooks
set forth.

Witness my hand this 1st day of February,

THOMAS FAULDER.
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