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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

HENRY W. SCHRODER, OF SPRINGFIELD, OHIO.

BOOK=-SUPPORT.

EPRCIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 346,417, dated July 27,13886.

A plication filed November 12, 1825, Serial No. 132,625, (No model.}

To «ll whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, HENRY W. SCHRODER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Springfield, in the county of Clark and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Book Supports, of which the
following is a specification. :

My invention relates to an adjustable book
supporting and holding device, the object of
my invention bLeing to provide a device par-
ticularly adapted for use with large blank-
books when opened at one side of the center,
thedevice being adapted tosupport the smaller
side at the proper height to correspond with
the leaves on the other side, and thus level up
the pages for writing. It is also adapted to
bind the leaves together, and thus hold the
page in use tight and smooth.

My invention consists in the constructions
and combinations hereinafter described, and
pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
aperspective view of a device embodying my
invention. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the
same in use with a book thereon, different
positions of adjustment being indicated there-
in by dotted lines. Fig. 3 is a detailed view
of a eatch for holding the supporting-table in
different positions of adjustment, and Fig. 4is
a modified {orm of carch.

The base of the device consists, preferably,
of a cireular disk cast with a laterally-project-
ing stem, ¢, on the outer end of whichis a
cross bar, ¢’ '

Secured to the cirenlar disk «, near the cen-
terthereof,aretwo npright studs. b, on which
are fitted sliding heads ¢ and d. The lower
one of these sliding heads is provided with an
opening extending laterally through thesame
between the studs b and b and at right angles
thereto. Through this opening is adapted to
slide the end ¢ of a T-shaped piece, ¢’, which
forms the supporting frame ortable. The end
or stem ¢ of this supporting-table is provided
with a series of notches or serrations, ¢,
adapted to be engaged by a small gravity-
cluteh, ¢*. This gravity clutch consists, prefer-
ably, of a thin sheet of steel or other suitable
material provided with an opening, through
which the serrated stem ¢ is adapted to pass,
the said opening being of a larger diameter
than the stem, The catch is pivoted at ¢ ec-

centrically to the stem ¢, and is adapted by its
gravity to fall between the notches or serra-
tions on the stem ¢ and preventsaid stem from
drawing through the bloek ¢. The cateh is
provided with a small thumb-rest, ¢, on one
side thereof, a downward pressure on which
is adapted to raise the cateh and disengage the
stem, so that it may be drawn through the
block c.

The supporting-table ¢* is preferably made

“of the same general outline as the basestem

« and is hinged thereto by parallel bars ¢ €.
These parallel bars ¢ ¢ hold the supporting-
table at all times parallel with the base, and
at the same time furnish the means for raising
and lowering the said table by simply mov-
ing the stem ¢ through the block ¢, the said
block or head ¢ sliding on the studsd b’ as the
table is raised or lowered. By this arrange-
ment it will be seen that thesupporting-table
may be readily adjusted to any desired height
to suit different books or different arrange-
ments of the same book. The serrations on
the stem ¢ are preferably made to catch one
way only, so that the stem may be drawn
through the block to raise the table without
releasing the catch, though, if desired, the
notehies may be made to hold the stem against
longitudinal movement in either direction.
Now, in order that the book may be held
firmly inits position on the table and the leaves
held down, it is desirable that means be pro-
vided for elamping the back of the books and
the opened leaves on the said table; this I ac-
complish as follows: The sliding head d, be-
fore referred to, is provided at the front with
two lugs, @ @, between which is pivoted the
rear end of a clamping-arm, f. This clamp-
ing-arm f is provided at the rear with an up-
wardly-projecting lug or shoulder, f’, against
which the end of an adjusting - screw, f, is
adapted tobear. Thisadjusting-screw i passes
through a projection, 7/, on the sliding block
d, and is serewed therein. By turning the
serew hinwardly, it will be seen that the clamp-
ing-arm will be forced down against the leaves
of the book resting on the table, thus clamp-
ing said leaves, with the book-back, firmly be-
tween said arm and the table. The sliding
head d is provided with a seb-screw, ¢, by
which it may be held at any desired position
of adjustment along the studsd’. If desired,
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a small spring, 7, may be secured to the block
d, and adapted to bear against the under side
of the clamping-arm, as shown, so as to press
the shoulder /" at all times against the screw
h, thus holding the arm up while the book is
being placed on the table, though this may be
dispensed with or other means provided for
the purpose, if desired.

In Fig. 4 a modified form of ecatch isshown
for the stem ¢’. 1In this form the stem ¢ is
screw-threaded and provided with an adjust-
ing-nut baving pivoted clutch-levers or jaws,
n. The body of the nut is not screw-threaded,
but is adapted to slide freely on said stem.
The jaws n, however, are provided with ser-
rations adapted to fit the threads on said stem,
and.are normally held into engagement with
said stem by an annular spring, which en-
circles the said nut and presses against the
serrated ends of the pivoted jaws n. When
the jaws are in their normal position, the nut
may be serewed backward or forward along the
stem by turning the same as in the case of an
ordinary nut. By pressing on the outer or

5 free ends of the pivoted jaws orlevers the stem
will be released by said jaws, and the nut may

be slipped along the stem to any desired point.
By this construction the nut admits of either
a slow or rapid adjustment.

This device, it will be seen, is both simple
and effective, and is adapted to be adjusted
for any position of the book and hold the same
firmly thereon.

I am aware that book-supports having ad-
Jjustable tables and clamping-arms have been
used before. I do not therefore claim this con-
struction broadly; but

What I claim and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is—

1. In a book-support, the base provided
with the upright guiding studs, a sliding head
on said studs, an adjustable supporting-table
hinged by parallel bars to said base and con-
nected by a stem to said sliding head, sub-
stantially as set forth. :

2. The combination, with the base provided
with the upright studs, the sliding head on
said studs, and an adjustable supporting-table
hinged by parallel bars to said base and con-
nected by a stem to said sliding head, of a
hinged clamping-arm supported by said studs
over said table and a clamping-screw adapted
to operate said arm, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

3. The combination, with the base having
upright studs thereon, of the adjustable sup-
porting-table hinged by parallel bars to said
base, and provided with the serrated stem
adapted to pass through a sliding ‘block on
said studs, and a catch to engage said serra-
tions and hold said stem in different positions
of adjustment, snbstantially as set forth.

4. The combination, with the base and the
upright studs thereon, of the sliding heads ¢
and d, table ¢, having a serrated stem ex-
tending through the block ¢, a catch adapted to
engage said serrations-on said sliding head,
the swinging arim f, pivoted to the arm d,and
screw b, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

In testimony whereof T have hereunto set
my hand this 26th day of October, A.D. 1885.

HENRY W. SCHRODER.

‘Witnesses:
F. WILLIs BATNES,
P. J. CLEVENGER.
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