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To all whomy it may conceri:

Be it known that I, FRANK IFANT, a citizen
of the United States of America, residing at
Joliet, in the county of Will and State of I1li-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Bustles, of which the follow-
ingisaspecifieation, reference being had there-
in to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in bustles for ladies’ wear, for gracefully
shaping the rear part of their skirts, and is so
constructed as to be light in weight and cool
to the wearer, and so arranged as to be adjust-

able as to form and length and so as to fold or,

collapse when the wearer is sitting, not pre-
venting her {from leaning back in her seat, and
so it will immediately resume its former shape
when-the wearer rises from her seat.

Referring to the drawings making a part of
this specification, Figure 1 represents a side
view of the bustle after having been properly
arranged on the wearer. Tigs. 2 and 3 are
longitudinal sectional views of the bustle and
its shield through one of the pockets contain-
ing the coil-springs of the bustle and cross-
sections of the waistband. T'igs. 4 and 5 are
rear perspective views of the bustle. TFig. 6
is a perspective view taken on line 2 of Iig.
4, looking toward the waistband, showing
the lower end of the coil-springs and a cross-
section of the pockets into which the springs
are placed, and of the cover or shield for
shielding the wearer’s garmenfs from the bus-
tle and preventing them from taking the form
of the several springs; and Fig. 7 is a longi-
tudinal sectional view of a portion of one of
the pockets for containing the coil-springs,
and a eross-section of the waistband, showing
the manner in which a pair of tiecords are
secured in the upper part of said pockets, for
securing the coil-springs therein.

B represents the bustle complete.

Crepresents the waistband,having o buckle,
e, for securing it around the waist of the
wearer.

D and D represent a double fold of fabric
stitched to the waistband, and also at their
sides, (or only at one side if the fold is made
from one side,) leaving their lower ends or
edges free and open, and also sbitched through
longitudinally between their sides at suitable
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distanees apart to form pockets having their
length at about right angles with the waist-
band when the band is straight, which pockets
are for the reception of a set of coil-springs,
S, for giving form to the bustle. Jand J'are
a pair of tic-cords secured in the upper end of
the said pockets to the waistband, as shown
in Fig. 7.

S represents the coil-springs of the bustle,
formed so their upper ends are diminished in
size and provided with eyes R for the recep-
tion of a tie-cord, while their lower opposite
ends terminate in a cross-wire, P, sccured by
being bent around the spring-coil at the oppo-
site side and formed in an eye at the center
(shown at @) for the reception of a tie-wire,
The pockets are intended to be smaller at
either end than at the center, but larger at the
bottom than at the top.

The manncr of securing the coil-springs S
in the pockets is as follows: The small end
of the springs is first passed info the pockets
until they reach or nearly reach the waistband,
when the shorter cord, J', is passed through the
eye R at that end and tied, which fastens the
spring ab that end. The longer tie-cord, J, is
then passed down through the spring and tied
in the eye d of the cross-bar I’, securing the
lower end to prevent the springs from streteh-
ing out of the poclets and losing their form.
These cords J may betied up shorter, if desired,
to compress the coils of the springs mostly on
the side next the wearer, as shown in Fig. 2,
to give grace to the form of the bustle. Only
the center spring or all of them may be thus
shaped as may please the faney of the wearver.
The more the springs are compressed the more
prominently the bustle will project.

A represents a fabric covering or shield,
which is also stitehed to the waistband, as
well as ab each side of the Dbustle, and is for
the purpose of shielding the wearer’s garments
from the bustle and preventing them from
taking the form of the several springs of the
bustle.

Springs of different sizes and lengths may be
used, and tied by means of the tie-cords J J/,
to adapt the bustie to deformed persons and
cause their form to appear regular.

The bustle may have as many pockets for
springs as desired. The greater number used
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the smaller the side ones should be and the

farther the bustle will extend around the
waist of the wearer. ‘

In the drawings the springs are shown by
dotted lines in Iigs. 4 and 5, Fig. 4 showing
three and Fig. 5 five springs.

By this method of attachment the springs
may be detached from the bustle so the fabric
may be washed and starched and kept in a
clean condition; and should the springs for
any reason lose their proper form they can
be readily replaced by new ones.

L am aware that coil-springs have been used
in bustles, but not formed like those described,
or having tie-cords to regulate their length
and form, or in pockets open at the lower end
so the springs can be readily removed and re-
placed by others when necessary, and so the
pocketed fabric can be washed and repaired.

I do not confine myself to the precise form
of the coil-spring. Itmay betapered as shown,
or of uniform diameter throughout, as may be
found Dbest.

‘Having thus described my invention, what

346,436

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is as follows, to wit:

1. The bustle shown and deseribed, consist-
ing of the fabric D D', formed in vertical
pockets, the fabric-shield a for covering said
pocketed fabrie, the coil - springs.S, having
their diminished upper ends terminate in eyes
R and their lower ends in cross-bars P, and
placed vertically in said pockets, the tie-cords
J J’ for regulating the length and form of said
springs, and the waistband ¢, secured to the
upper edge of said fabrics, all in combination
with each other, and for the purpose set forth.

2. In a bustle constructed substantially as
shown and described, the coil-springs S, hav-
ing their diminished upper ends terminate in
eyes I and their lower ends in cross-bars P,
having the central eyes, d, in combination
with the tie-cords J J, as and for the purpose

set forth.
FRANK TFANT.
Witnesses:
Tios, H. HUTCHINS,
W, J. HUTCcHINS.
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