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To «ll whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL C. BELKNAP,
of Columbus, in the county of Franklin and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Shoe-Stays; and I do
hereby declarethe following to bea full,clear,
and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to an improvement in
shoe-stays. ,

In shoes provided with uppers extending
above the counters, and having seams up the
back, there has hitherto been a tendency to
form a sharp wrinkle at a point a short dis-
tanee above the counter, and produce a crack
in the leather on each side of the seam before
the other parts of the shoe areseriously worn.

The object of my invention is to provide a
neat, cheap, and elastie stay for shoe-uppers,
which shall admit of pliability to the shape
and motion of the foot, and which shall at the
same time prevent sharp wrinkles from form-
ing in the leather uppers.

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in eertain features of construction and
combinations of parts, as will be hereinafter
described, and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a rear view of a shoe, showing an ordinary
back seam. Tig. 2 is asimilar view of a shoe
with the stay attached in position over the
seam. Tig. 3 is an enlarged cross-section
showing the relative position of the various
parts of the stay. Iig. 4 is a view of thestay,
showing how the parts are fastened together.

A represents a narrow strip of thin leather
or other flexible material, with a narrower
and similar strip, B3, sewed thereon in such a
manner as to leave a sleeve or sheath, C, be-
tween the two rows of stitches D, throughout
the entire length, for the reception of a metal-
lic spring, I, preferably a thin and narrow
strip of tempered steel. When the spring is
placed in position within this sleeve, the stay
is complete and ready for adjustment on the
shoe.

In Tig. 2 the stay is in proper adjustment
over the back seam of a shoe, with the nar-
rower leather strip against the seam, and with
the broader strip outside, thus covering and
hiding the metallic strip, the narrower leather
strip, and the back seam. The stay as thus
constructed is secured tothe shoe in the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 3 by stitching through the
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wider strip, A, at or near the edges of the lat-
ter, and through the shoe on opposite sides of
the seam. The lower end of the stay is lasted
under the heel. When placed in the position
described, the stay makes a very neat finish
for the shoe-back. The stay need not, how-
ever, necessarily be confined to the back part
of the shoe, but may be placed inside the shoe
on the other-side of the seam, or between the
leather shoe-top and the lining; but I have
generally preferred to sew it over the seam, as
deseribed.

By constructing the stay of three parts se-
cured together, as above described, it can be
made of considerable length and cut up into
sections of proper size, as needed.

This improvement not only keeps the back
from making sharp bends and causing the
leather to crack, but it also adds greatly to
the comfort of the wearer by keeping theshoe
in a shape corrésponding to that of the foot,
and thus preventing any liability of chafing
the foot.

It is evident that slight changes might be
resorted to in the form and arrangement of
the several parts deseribed without departing
from the spirit and scope of my invention;
henee I do not wish tolimit myself strictly to
the construction herein set forth; but,

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
T claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—
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1. A stay for shoes,consisting of a thin me- -

tallic spring covered on one side with a broad-
er strip of flexible material, and on the oppo-
site side with a narrower strip of flexible ma-
terial, the twosirips of flexible material being
secured together along the edges of the thin
metallic spring, substantially as set forth.

2. The combination, with a shoe having a
baek seam uniting the two hind quarters, of a
stay consisting of two elongated strips of
leather secured together at their side edges,
forming an envelope, and a thin spring-metal
striplocated within said envelope,thesaid stay
being secured to the shoe over the seam by
stitches along the edges of the stay, substan-
tially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in- the presence of two subscrib-
ing witnesses.

SAMUEL C. BELKNAP.

Witnesses:

‘WirLLis E. CARPENTER,
Cras. G. THOMPSON.
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