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To all whom it may concern:

, Be it known that I, JorN H. Crisp, of
Chambersburg, Trenton, in the county of Mer-
cer, State of New Jersey, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Sheet-Metal
Picket - Fences, of which the following is a

full, clear, and exact description.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 11is a side elevation of a panel of
my improved fence, part being broken away.
Fig. 2 is a sectional end elevation of thesame,
taken through the line z 2, Fig. 1. TFig. 3 is
a sectional plan view of the same, taken
through the line y ¥, Fig. 1.

The object of this invention is to provide
sheet-metal picket-fences constructed in such
a manner as to be light, strong, and dura-
ble, and which shall be simple in construe-
tion and comparatively inexpensive in manu-
facture. S

The invention consists in the construction
and eombination of the various parts of the
fence, as will be hereinafter fully described,
and specifically pointed out in the claims.

A represents the horizontal rails of the
fence, three of which should be used when
the fence is made with pickets of different
lengths; but when the fence is made with
pickets of uniform length two horizontal rails
will generally be sufficient. The rails A
are made of sheet metal, and have down-
wardly - projecting flanges along their side
edges, one of the said flanges being made a
little deeper than the other, if desired. The
bodies of the horizontal rails A may be hori-
zontal, or may have a slight lateral inclina-
tion, and in the said bodies are formed V-
shaped slots B, to receive the V-shaped pick-
ets 0. The width of the slots B should be a
little less than the thickness of the pickets C.

In forming the panels the pickets C are
driven upward through the slots B, which
forces the V-shaped tongues in the angles of
the said slots upward. When the pickets C
have been forced into place, the upwardly-
bent V-shaped tongues in the angles of the
slots B are driven back into the planes of the
bodies of the rails with a hammer or other
suitable tool, so that the said pickets will be
firmly clamped in place. When the panels
are completed, the said panels are galva-
nized, the galvanizing material filling thejoints

between the pickets and rails, and acting as
a solder to further secure the said pickets
in place. The ends of the horizontal rails
A of the panels can be laid against a post,
D, and secured in place by nails or spikes
driven through through the flanges of the
said rails and into the said post, as shown in
Fig. 2, and at the right-hand end of TFigs. 1
and 3; or the ends of the bodies of the hori-
zontal rails A can be bent downward at right
angles, and secured by nails or rivets to a
post, D, set in the line of the fence, as shown
at the left-hand ends of Figs. 1 and 3.

The slots B in the rails A can be made in
the shape of arcs of circles, or of any other
desired shape. :

T am aware that a fence has been formed
of cast-metal channel -iron having openings
shaped according to the shape of the pickets

‘used; also, that a-fence has been formed of

sheet-metal U-shaped posts having variously-
shaped slots of a size and shape to corre-
spond with ‘the size and shape of the longi-
tudinal vails. The rails were secured in place
by means of.wedges, rivets, and lips bent out-
ward fram the rails between the two arms of
the U-shaped post; and I do not claim the
same as of my invention.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1." A picket- fence comprising the sheet-
metal rails having slots in vertical align-
ment, the material between the ends of the
slots forming. clamping - tongues, and sheet-
metal pickets shaped to correspond to the
form of the slots passed through the slots
and clamped in place by the said tongues, the
thickness of the pickets being greater than

the width of the slots, substantially as set o

forth.

2. A picket - fence comprising the sheet-
metal rails A A, inclined downward and rear-
ward, formed with attaching-flanges along
their rear edges, and V-shaped slots, the ma-
terial between the ends of the slots forming

€c

63

72

75

3¢

35

go

I00

clamping - tongues, and the V-shaped sheet- .

metal pickets of greater thickness than the
width of the slots, driven into the slots and
clamped in' place by the V-shaped. tongues,
substantially as set forth. .
JOHN H. CRISP.
Witnesses:
J. Wir.BUR CURNS,
F. C. LOWTHOR®, Jr.
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