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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DANIEL L. WirLcoX, of
Pawtucket, in the county of Providence and
State of Rhode Island, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Desks, of which the
following is a specification.

In the acecompanying drawings, in which
similar letters of reference indicate like parts,
Figare 1is a view in perspective of my.im-
proved desk with the lid reversed and held in
position to be written or marked upon on its
under side. Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical
Tig. 3 is a view of a por-
tion of the folding back removed.

A represents the desk-body, B the desk-top,
and C the legs or frame, all constructed sub-
stantially as usual. D is the lid, which con-
sists of an ordinary slate, such as is used in
the common schools, whose frame I’ is cen-
trally pivoted at its ends to the rods E, whose

-opposite ends are pivoted to the opposite ends

of the desk-body at such points that the lid,
when closed, lies upon the body in the ordi-
nary position of a desk-lid. By pivoting the
lid centrally, as shown, either surface may be
placed uppermost, as desired. The under
surface of the lid has the slate portion bare,
so that it can be written or marked upon by
an ordinary slate-pencil, while the upper sur-
face of the slate portion is covered with a piece
of enameled cloth or other snitable substance
commonly used for desk-lid covers.

In order that the desk-lid or slate may be
capable of being used while in a nearly verti-
cal position, two hooks, H, are pivoted at H’
to the opposite inner sides of the desk-body,
and are held normally in-the positions shown
in Figs. 1 and 2 by the springs h. These

springs are so light that, while they are soffi-
ciently strong to raise the weight of the hooks
into the positions shown, they are not heavy
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enough to sustain the additional weight of the .

lid, so that when the lid:is closed the hooks

are pressed down to the level of the upper

edge of the desk-body. Suitable stops, 4, may
be provided, if desired, to limit the play of
the hooks. Thusit will beseen that when the
lid is raised and reversed into the positions
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the hooks automatic-

ally rise and form resting-places for the lower :

edge of the lid or slate. J is the back piece,
to which, at I, are hinged the two end pieces,
K, said end pieces being held in place on the
top of the desk by means of the dowel-pins X',
If the desk is to be. moved, the end pieces and
back may be removed and folded together.

My invention is applicable to desks of vari-
ous kinds, such as school desks, knockdown
desks, &e. .

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination of the desk-body A,
hooks H, pivoted thereto, springs 7, 1id D, and
rods E, pivotally connecting said lid and desk-
body, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth,

2. The combination, with the top B of the
desk, of the back piece, J, and end pieces, K,
hinged to said back piece and removably se-
cured to said top, substantially as and for the
purpose described.

DANIEL L. WILCOX,

Witnesses: -

Hexry W. WILLIAMS,
J. M. HARTNETT.
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