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Yo all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, FraANCIS P. DURANDO,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at
West Chester, in the county of \Vestchestel
and State of New York, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Holders for Pa-
pers and Similar Articles, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to that class of devices
used forholding papers, pamphlets, and maga-
zines and keeping their pages spread open
while being read, and the purpose thereof is
to provide a simple, cheap, and convenient
device for this purpose, which is capable of
being used alsoas a rack or inelined rest.-

My invention consists in the several novel
features of constructioen and combinations of
parts hereinafter fully set forth, and definitely
pointed out in the claims annexed to this
specification.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 isaperspective view of a deviceillus-
trating my invention when in use, the out-
lines of the paper or book being shown by
dotted lines. - Fig. 2 is a detail view of the
base-piece. Fig. 3 is a plan view of the fast-
ener. '

In the said drawings, the reference-numeral
1 designates a block, of ¢ ‘my suitable material,
hfwmg a transverse slot, 2, formed Lhelem
the side walls of said slot being underecut, as
shown. Upon each end of the block are at-
tached laterally-extending arms 3, of a length
suitable for supporting the opened leaves of a
paper or pamphlet.

Thenumeral 4 denotes a bar, formed of wood
or other material, and having a width about
equal to that of the slot 2, said bar having in
cross-section substantially the same form as
the slot, save thatits outer edges, 5, are slightly
concaved. The bar 4 is divided by a slif, 6,
extending from oune end to a point not far re-
moved from the other end, said slit increasing
inwidth as it approaches the latter point, and
dividing- the bar 4 into two prongs, 7, each

dummshmg in thickness as it wpproaches the |

80lid portion 4* of the bar.

(No model.)

The manner of using thisdeviceisas follows:
The prongs of the bar 4; being inserted in the
notech 2 of the bloek, are pushed forward until
the solid portion or handle 4* reaches the slot.
The paper, pamphlet, or magazine is then
placed between the prongs 7 in such manner
that.its back is grasped by them, whereupon
the block 1 is pushed forward, causing the
prongs to close with considerable force upon
the object between them. The leaves may
then be opened and sustained upon the later-
ally-extending arms 3.

It will be seen that by making the device of
wood or other inexpensive material it may be

‘produced very cheaply. It is, moreover, ex-

ceedingly convenient in use, as it may be at-
tached and detached easily and quickly.

. Having thus described myinvention, what I
claim is—

1. A holder for papers, pamphiets, and mag-
azines, consisting of a pronged bar engaging
with a dovetailed or undercut groove in a
block which is movable upon said bar, sub-
stantially as described.

2. A-holder for papers and other articles,

_consisting of a pronged bar having a handle, in

combination with a block having a dovetailed
or undercut groove in which said bar fits, and
provided with laterally-extending arms, sub-
stantially as described.

3. A holder for papersaund similar articles,
consisting of a Dar having prongs which de-
crease in size from their open ends toward the
handle, in combination with a block having a
dovetailed or undercut groove in which said
prongs are movable, and provided with lat-
erally - extending arms, substantially as de-
seribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

FRANCIS P. DURANDO.
‘Witnesses: '

JAMES L. BisHOP,
ROBERT MAITLAND.
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