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To all whom it may concern:

- Be it known that I, JAMEs C. HYDE, of
West Haven, in the county of New Haven
and State of Connecticut, have invented anew

5 Improvement in Buekles and I do hereby de-
clare the following, when taken in connection
with accompanying drawings and the letters
of reference marked thereon, to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, and
which said drawings constitute part of this
specification, and represent, in—

F]gure 1, a face view; Fig. 2, a back view;
Fig. 5, an end view; Fig. 4, atop view; Fig. 5,
the blank from which the front plateis tormed
Fig. 6, theblank from which the back platei i
formed Fig. 7, atop view of one of the links de-
tached Fig. 8, a vertical section of the buckles
" open w1th the stl ap introdueced; Fig. 9, a ver-
tical section of the buckle closed showmv the
strap clamped between the phtes

This invention relates to an improvement
in buclkles, and particularly to that class of
buckles used in wearing-apparel, and knownas
“‘suspender-buckles.”’ “In this chss of buckles
25 it is desirable to construct the buckle as flat
as possible, and without projections, which
are liable toinjure the garments of the wearer,
and the object of this invention is to construct
such a buckle; and it consists in the construec-
tion as more fully hereinafter described, and
particularly recited in the claims.

A represents the front plate, which is of
any desired length and width, cut from sheet
metal, and is provided with a hook, B, or an
equivalent device to engage the suspender-
end. The plate is also constructed with two or
more tongues, ¢ @, on its upper and lower
edges,

C is the back plate, which is also cut from
sheet metal, its size corresponding to the size
of the front plate, and is constructed with two
or more tongues, bd, on its upper and lower
edges like the front plate. The edges of the
plate between the arms b b are prefemb]v cub
to form teeth d e.

D E are the links around which the arms
« ¢ and b b are bent to connect the plates. The
length of the links corresponds to the width of
the strap, and the width of the link is some-
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be .introduced. - The sides of the links are
parallel, and they are preferably made from
wire. .

In connecting the plates, the tongues on the
same edge of the two plates are bent inward 55
around the opposite sides of the same link,
and the tongues upon the opposite edges of
the two plates are in a like manner bentin-
ward around the corresponding sides of the
other link, as seenin Fig. 8, and soasto form 6o
ahinge-like connection between the twoplates,
and so that the two sides of the links form a
rib longitudinally across the inside of the re-
spective plates, as seen in Fig.

I represents the strap to whlch the buckle 65
is to be seeured, and upon which the buckle
will freely slide when the buckle is open, as
in Tig. 8.

To secure the buckle to the strap, pass the
strap through between the open plates to the yc
desired position, as shown in I'ig. 8, hold the
front plate, A, against thestrap, and raise the
back plate,C, thereby forcing the teeth d ¢ in-
to the strap, and ¢lamping the strap between
the two plates, asshownin Fig. 9. Thegreat- 75
er the npward strain upon the strap or the
downward strain upon the front plate the
more securely will the strap be clamped.

To adjust the buckle, raise the front plate
to open i, and release thestrap, and the buckle 8o
may be freely moved upon the strap.

By this construetion I notonly producea
buckle provided with a smooth face and back,
but, in manufacturing, one size of front and
back plates may be connected by various 85
lengths of links, as indicabed in broken lines,
Fw 4, thereby adapting the same plate to -
various sizes of buckle.

The back plate may be consiructed without
the teeth d ¢, asthe clamping between the go
sides, as seen in Fig. 9, would in many cases
be sufficient to hold the strap.

I am aware that buckles have been con-
strueted with two plates linked together, so
as to clamp the strap between the platcs, and I 95
do not, therefore, broadly claim such as my in-
vention.

I bhaveillustrated the teeth as formed upon
both edges of the plate C; but it will be under-
stood that they may be arranged upon one or oo
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both edges of either plate, as occasion may re- 9. The combination of the front plate, A, 1o
quire. back plate,C, constructed with teeth upon one
I claim— ' or both edges, and the links D E, around the-

1. In a buckle, the combination of the | sides of which the edges of the plates are
5 front plate, A,the back plate, C, and thelinks | turned, substantially as described.

D E, around the sides of which the edges of JAMES C. HYDE.
the plates are inwardly turned, and forming ‘Witnesses:
ribs upon the inside of the plate, substan- FRrED C. EARLE,

tially as described. ' LiLLiaN D. KELSEY.




