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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE F. DECKER, OF JOHNSTOWN, NEW YORK.

BASE-BOARD AND WAINSCOTING.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 346,899, dated August 10, 1886.

o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE F. DI‘OI’I]R
of Johnstown, county of Fulton, and State of
New York, have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Base-Boards and
Wainscoting, of which the following is a speci-
fieation.

My invention relates to improvements in
the manner of making and putting up of base-
boards and wainscoting, and the manner of
joining the ends of base - boards together,
and the objects of my improvements are, first,
to prevent apertures or spaces being fmmed
between the base-board and wainscoting and
the floor, or between the base-boards and the
plastermb, second, to prevent wind entering
into the room through said spaces; and, thnd
to prevent the warping and shrmkuw of smd
base-boards. I attain these ObJerS in the
manner illustrated in the dccompanymo draw-
ing, in which—

Figure 1 is a ver tical section of the several
pfuts composing snch base-board. Fig. 2 is
an end view of said base-board cut tlnou0h
line x x of Fig. 1. TFig. 8 is a planview of the
manner in which I sometimes join the two
ends of the base-board. Fig. 4 isan end view
of said base-board, cut thrOUOh line x « of Fig.
1, showing the center board, B placed in a re-
eess for med on the upper snie of the molding
hereinafter referred to, the said figure show-
ing another manuer in which I sometlmes con-
stract my invention.

Similarletters refer tosimilar partsth rough-
out the similar views, :

A is a molding of any form placed on the
floor; B, the center board; C, the molding on
the top of the center board D, awedge of 3 any
material.

I do not restriet my invention in its use to
any material.

In carrying out my invention, I securely
fasten a molding, A, to the floor, then place in
the groove formed in the upper face of such
mdlding, or at the back of said molding, ex-
tending to the floor and between the moldmcr
and the wall or studding, a center piece, B, of
any material, without fdsteniug the said ecen-
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ter piece to either the top or bottom molding,
or to the wall or floor. Ithen, if it is desired,
place above and partly in front of said center
piece the uppermolding,C, andsecurely fasten
said upper molding, C, to the wall or studding.
The center pieces may be in one strip, as in a
base-board, or in several perpendicular strips,
as in wainscobing. Where a bottom molding
only is used I securely fasten the upper edge
of said center board to the wall. The center
board being entirely loose where two mold-
ings are used, or at its lower edge where only
one molding is used, it does not affect either
the upper or lower moldings, and being of
sufficient width cannot admit of the formation
of a space either above the lower molding or
below the upper molding, if the latter is. used,
or between the wall and the center boar d
where an upper molding is not used. '

Where in long lengths of base-board it is
necessary to make a joint I cut a groove in
the two ends of the center boards at such joint,
and insert in the cavity thus formed at the
union of the two ends of the said center board
a wedge of any material in order to prevent a
warping of the wood forming such center
board.

Having thus deseribed my said invention,
what T chlm and desire to sccure by Letters
Patent, is—
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1. In a base-board or wainscoting, the com-

bination, with a center piece secured to the
wall with freedom to shrink, of a molding se-
cured to the floor, and presenting an upwzud
projection to over ]dp the lower edge of said
center piece, as and for the purposes set forth.
2. In a base-board or wainscoting, the .com-
bination, with a center piece secured to the
wall with freedom to shrink, of moldings, one
secured to the floor and presenting an upward
projection, and the other secured to the wall
and presenting a downward projection, said
projections overlapping the edges of the cen-
ter pieces, as and for the purpose described.
GEORGE F. DECKER.
‘Witnesses:
EDpwIN G. DAY
EDWARD W. RANKIX.
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