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To all whom it may concern:

BeitknownthatI, OrTo A. MoszEs, a.citizen

of the United States, residing in New York, in
the county and State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Crayon-Holders, of which the following isa
specification.
. My invention relates to the class of lead or
crayon holders in which a split tube or clamp-
ing-jaws are caused to close upon and bind the
lead or erayon by the longitudinal movement
of an external sleeve.

Theinvention consists in constructing a pen-
cilor crayon holder in substantial ly the follow-
ing manner: A splittube or pairof united jaws
designed to receive the crayon or lead is in-
cased within or surrounded by a handle con-
sisting of a continuous piece of hard rubber,
celluloid, brass, or other somewhat resilient ma-
terial, which is tubularin form, and has formed
in it at some one or more places a spiral cut,
which produces in effect a coil-spring of that
portion. The inner end of the crayon-holding
tube is secured to the outer casing or handle,
while the outer end preferably extends to ora
little beyond the end of the handle. The spiral
or coil spring permits the handle to be com-
pressed, and the partsare so organized that this
compression permits the jaws to separate for
the purpose of adjusting the crayon or lead.

It will be understood from the foregoing that
the handle in reality combines in one piece
three parts—viz.,the sheath for the jaws, the
compressible spriug, and the fixed portion of
the handle. The jaws are preferably con-

‘structed with slight enlargements, against

which thelowerend of the handle or thesheath

- presses when the lead or crayon is adjusted in

40

45

position to write. 'When, however, the lead
is withdrawn from between the jaws, the latier
preferably come so closely together that the
sheath passes freely over them, thus permit-
ting a full expansion of the spring portion of
the handle, so that this does not lose any of
its force by being continually compressed.
The location and the extent of the cut or
spring portion of the handle may be varied
considerably. In some instances it is desira-
ble to combine in one instrument two pairs of

50 jaws, and to construct the handle with two

springs, the tubes being fastened into the han-
dle near its center and projecting in opposite
directions.

It may be desirable sometimes to construct
the upper portion of the handle of some other
material than that of which the lower portion
and the spring are made. Thus hard rubber
may be employed for the sheath and spring,
and wood for the upper portion of the handle.

In the accompanying drawings, Figures 1
and 2 are respectively anelevationand a longi-
tudinal section of a pencil, and Figs. 3 and 4
are respectively an elevation and atransverse
section of a modification in whieh two holders
are combined. Fig. 5illustrates the construe-
tion. whereby the spring is allowed to extend
itself, and also the spring as located in a differ-
ent position from that shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

Referring tothefigures, A represents a lead-
containing tube having two or more jaws, o
and ¢, formed at one end. Upon these jaws
there are formed slight enlargements o?, which
are designed to receive the pressure of the end
of the handle B when a lead or crayon,C, isin
position between the jaws. When the jaws
are not held apart by the lead, then they may
be caused to contract or close sufficiently by
the pressure of the handle to allow the latter
to extend around orbeyond the enlargements.

Thehandle consists ofasuitable hollow shell,
preferably of hard rubber, in which there is
formed a spring or resilient portion, ¥, by
means of a spiral cut, 5. This cut may be
made, after the body of the handle has been
made, by means of a fine saw or in any other
convenient manner. Thelower end, &°, of the
handle is preferably constructed,and it is evi-
dent that by compressing the spring portion
the end * may be brought toward the upper
or fixed portion, . Into this latter portion
of the handle the upper end of the tube A is
fastened. This may be conveniently accom-
plished either by forming a screw-thread upon
the upper end of the tube or by soldering a
short seetion of wire, ¢, into the tube and
serewing this into the handle.
sired method of uniting the two parts may be
adopted. It will be evident thatthe two parts
of which the holder is composed are thus se-
curely united, and that even though the sheath
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or end »* passes freely over the ends of the
jaws, yebasitisintegral with the upper portion
of the handle the two parts cannot separate.

In Figs. 3 and 4 a modification is shown in
which 'two tubes, A" and’ A? are contained in
a single handle, B'. The handle is constructed
with two elastiespring portions, aud the tubes
are fastenced into a solid portion, 4, at the cen-
ter. It mayin someinstancesbefound desira-
ble to protect the end of thesheath &’ by means
of a ring or band of metal,as shown at ¢ in
Fig. 4.

Although it'is preferred to use hard rubber
or a similar material for the handle, yet metal
orother equivalent materials maybeemployed.

T claim as my invention—

1. The combination, substantially as herein-
before set forth, of ia erayon or lead: holding
tube ‘and ‘an ‘incasing-bandle consisting: of a
fixed portion, to which the tube is fastened, a
rigid movable portionnear theend of the tube,
and a flexible section uniting the: saue, the
parts of which handle are all integral with
cach other.

9. The combination, substantially as herein-
before set forth, of a lead or crayon holding
tube and a handle surrounding thesame, hayv-
ing a spring formed in it by a spiral cut, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

3. "The combination,; substantially asherein-
before set forth; of a tube, terminating in resil-
ient jaws, and a handle surrounding the same
and unitedtherewith, which handle hasaspring
formed in it by a spiral cut, and is connected
with ‘a sheath surrounding the jaws and ex-
tending to the endsof thesame when they are
not expanded.

4, A crayon-holder consisting of the resil-
ient jaws and the handle, which handle con-
sists of ahollow hard-rubber tubehaving a por-
tion of its length formed into a eoil-spring.

5. The combination, substantially as herein-
before set forth,with a crayon-holding tube,of
a handleof hard rubiber or other similar mate-
rial inclosing the same, which handle consists
of a niovable portion andanintervening yield-
ing portion, all of said portions beingintegral,
and a ring of metal inclosing the end of the
movable portion.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
seribed my name this 20th day of July, A. D.
1885.

OTTO A. MOSES.
Witnesses:

DaNL., W. EDGECONME,
CHARLES A, TERRY.
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