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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ORLANDO MOSELEY,
of Peru, in the county of Miami and State of
Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Method of Bracing Com-
bined Wire-and-Picket Fences; and I do here-
by declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact deseription of the invention, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the sane, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawing,
and to the letters of reference marked thercon,
whieh forms part of this specification.

My invention has relation to fences, more
especially such as are known as “‘combination
wire-and-picket”” fences, although it relates
in a general way to all wire fences and all
fences having upright suspended pickets; and
it has for its object to furnish fences of this
general class with an improved wire brace,
applied in a novel manner, and which will
always tend to hold the fence rigid, whether
it passes over level ground or ground which
rises or falls in one or more directions.

With these objects in view my invention
consists intheimproved construction, arrange-
ment, and combination of-devices, which I
shall now preceed to fully describe, and after-
ward specifically point out in the claim ap-
pended hereto.

In fences of this description much trouble
has been experienced on account of the tend-
ency of the pickets to swag, especially in the
combined wire-and-picket fence in which the
pickets are suspended by pairs of continnous
twisted wires or by such wires as shown in the
drawing, and hereinafter referred to, owing
to the stretching of the wire, which canses one
suspending-line to become longer or shorter
than the other. Attempts have been made to
remedy this by connecting a brace to the post
and to the middle of the panel; but these have
not been wholly successful. . My invention is
in the nature of an improvement upon these.

In the accompanying drawing I illustrate a
panel of fence embodying my invention.

Referring to the drawing by letter, A are
the pickets, B the suspending-wires, and C ¢/
the postsof apanel. The wires may be twisted
around the pickets or strung through perfora-
tions in them,

D D’ mark my improved braces.

(No model.)

The suspendihg-wires are secured to the
posts by staples or in any other suitable or
well-known manner. A fter the fence has been

“erected I take an ordinary (or if I so desire

a barbed) wire and secure it in any suitable
mauner, as by staples, to the post at E, and

carry it thence to the center of the panel, as-

E/, then secure it to the wire or the picket, and
thence bring it up again to E” on the other post.
This would brace the central portion of the
panel and prevent its falling or swagging ina
perpendicular line; but the stability of the
fence between the center and the posts would
depend upon the length of the panel. In

order, however, to brace all parts of the fence, .

I pull the brace out of line, as at the points
¢ ¢ ¢ ¢, and secure it rigidly there, the secur-
ing being done by open rings, twisted wires,
or by othersuitablemeans. This will securely
hold the fence against downward swagging at
any point, and overcome all difficulties here-
tofore experienced. In order to prevent up-
ward displacement, the same brace is used and
turned in the opposite position, asshown at .
The mode of attachment is the same, first at-
taching it near the bottom of a post, carrying
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to near the top of the center of the panel, and

thence to the bottom or near the bottom of
the next post, after which it is pulled out of
line and secured, as before stated. A fence
secured by both upward and downward bowed

8¢

braces will be almost as stiff as a rigid or solid

board fence.

_ Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, is—

A fence consisting of posts, pickets, and
suspending-wires, by which the pickets are
supported, provided with a brace secured at
or near the bottom of the center of the panel
and tops of two adjacent posts, and bent out
of line and there secured, and also with a
brace secured at or near the top of the panel
and bottoms of the posts, and similarly bent
out of line and secured, as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own- I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses. ’

ORLANDO MOSELEY.
‘Witnesses:

O. B. Durry,
S. BRASHEARSR.
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