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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

GUSTAVE HOOD, OF

NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, ASSIGNOR TO SAMUELL L
KNIGHT, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. '

LAP WRITING-DESK OR PORTFOLIO.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 348,124, dated August 24, 1886.

Application filed May 18, 1886,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GusTave Hoop, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Newark,
county of Hssex, and State of New Jersey,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in' Lap Writing-Desks or Port-
folios, fully described and represented in the
following specification and the accompanying
drawings forming a part of the same.

This invention relates to a lap writing-desk
or portfolio, which is especially adapted for
the use of travelers and others who desire to
have a supply of writing materials in a con-
venient and portable form. The desk or port

folio constructed according to the present in-

vention is so arranged that when not in use it
can be folded into very compact form,so as to
inclose and protect the contents, and that when
opened out for use it can readily be supported
in the lap of the user, and thus afford a con-
venient means for writing when a table or desk
is not available. _

As a full understanding of the invention
can only be imparted by an illustration and a
full deseription of a writing-desk or portfolio
containing the same, all preliminary deserip-
tion will be omitted and a fall description
given, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of a writing-
desk or portfolio constructed according to the
present invention, it being shown as fully
opened, so as to expose the whole contents.
Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the desk
closed and fastened, so as to inclose and pro-
tect the contents. Fig. 3is a plan view of
the desk when in condition for use. Fig. 4is
a cross-section of the desk, showing the prin-
cipal parts in the same position as in Fig. 1;
and Fig. 5 is a similar view showing the parts
in the same position as in Fig. 2.

_In Figs. 4 and 5 the paper and envelopes
shown in I'igs. 1 and 3 are omitted,in order to
more cléarly show the construction of the
desk.

Referring to said drawings, it is to be un-
derstood that the base or body A of the desk
is made of wood or some similar light rigid
material. This base is provided at one end
with a raised portion, B, which extendsacross
the base, and in which is formed a small cov-

-into several compartments, as shown.
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ered box or receptacle, 10, and also a seat or
recess to receive and hold an inkstand. The
box 10 is of sufficient size to contain a seal for
sealing letters, and also a small wax candle

55

for melting the sealing-wax, and is provided

with a cover, 12, which is hinged upon small
pins or trunnions extending from the end
walls of the box and entering the ends of the
cover.,

Theinkstand Cis ofanysuitable construction,
and is provided with a cover or covers, which
isorareheld closed by aspring catch or catches,
50 as to prevent the ink from being spilled in
handlinz the desk. The inkstand is remova-
ble from its seat; but any suitable form of
spring-eatch or locking device may be pro-
vided, by which the inkstand will be prevent-
ed from falling out of its seat.

To one side of the base A there is hinged a
leaf, D, which covers the portion of the base
not occupied by the raised portion B. The
upper side of this leaf is provided with cor-
ner loops, 13, which receive the corners of a
sheet of blotting-paper, d, and serve to hold it
onto the leaf D, and thus provide a soft surface
for the paper to rest upon during writing.
The free edge of the leaf D is provided with a
loop, 14, for holding a pen-holder,15. To the
opposite side of the base A there is attached
a flexible cover, E, the inner side of which is
provided with pockets 16 17, for containing
paper and envelopes 18 19. The cover E is
arranged to turn over on top of the leaf D,
and is provided at its free edge with a loop,
9, which, when the cover is in its closed po-
sition, lies between two loops, 8, secured to
the edge of the base. By passing 2 lead-pen-
cil, as 20, through these three loops the cover E
is securely held 1n its closed position, asshown
in Fig. 2.

The base A beneath the leaf D is hollowed
out, so as to form a shallow receptacle, I, with-
in the base. Thereceptacle thus formed adds
greatly to the holding capacity of the desk,
and thus increases its utility.

The receptacle F will preferably be diviged

ne
of these compartments will be arranged to re-
ceive a tablet, 21, of writing-paper, another
to contain a supply of pens, as 22, and an-
other, one or more sticks of sealing-wax, as 23,
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In order to aid in removing the table 21 from
its compartment in case it should fit snugly
therein, there may be provided a piece of rib-
bon, as 6, one end of which is secured to the
bottom of the compartment, while its other or
free end projects upward past the edge of the
tablet, as shown. By drawing upon the free
end of the ribbon 6 the edge of the tablet may
be raised, so that the tablet can readily b

lifted out of its compartment. -

The leaf D will preferably be formed like
the leaf of a photograph-album, so -as to pro-
vide a pocket for receiving a card, as 24, con-
taining a calendar or any other desired mat-
ter. The leaf will be provided on the under
side with a sight-opening through which the
matter on the card 24 will be expused.

The manner of using thelap writing-desk or
portfolio, thus constructed is as follows:
‘When the desk is not in use the pen will be
placed in the loop 14, and the leaf D turned
down over the receptacle F, and the cover
E will be folded over on top of the leaf D,
and secured in that position by the pencil, as
shown in Fig. 2. The lid 12 of the box 10,
and the cover or coversof the inkstand C will
also be closed. The entire contents of the
desk will thus be inclosed and protected, and
the desk can be handled without disturbing
or spilling any of the contents. When the
desk is to be used, the pencil 20 will be re-
moved from the loops 89, and the cover E
turned over to one side, as" shown in Fig. 3.
The pen, paper, and envelopes will then be
exposed, and also the blotter d, upon which
the paper can be laid during the operation of
writing. If it is desired to use the tablet 21,
wax 23, or a new pen, or to consult the calen-
dar, all that is necessary is to raise the leaf
D, as shown in Figs. 1 and 4.

The cover E and the pockets 16 17 are made
of leather, and the cover is preferably pro-
vided at the back of the pockets with a small
amount of padding, 5, which serves to give
the outside of the covera rounded and shapely
appearance, and also to make it more flexible
and yielding. The base A and the raised por-
tion B will be covered with leather to corre-
spond in appearance with the cover, and the
inkstand C will preferably also be covered
with leather, to match the other parts in-ap-
pearance. The insides of the parts will be

lined with any suitable material,to give them
finished and attractive appearance.

It will be observed that by construecting and
arranging the desk in the manner described it
i3 made to contain a complete writing outfit
in an exceedingly small compass, and in such
a way that all the different articles are readily
accessible when wanted {or use, and are thor-
oughly protected when the desk is not in use.

‘What I claim is—

1. The herein-described lap writing-desk or

portfolio having the rigid base A, provided.

with the receptacle F and raised portion B,the
leaf D, hinged to one side of the base and ar-
ranged to cover said receptacle F, and the
flexible cover E,hinged to the other side of the
base and provided with one or more pockets,
as 16 17, and arranged to fold over and be se-
cured on top ofsaid leaf D,but not on top of the

.raised portion B, substantially as described.

2. The herein-described lap writing-desk or
portfolio having the rigid base A, provided
with the receptacle F, and the raised portion
B, having the box 10 and the seat for the ink-
stand, the leaf D, hinged to one side of the
base and arranged to cover said receptacle F,
but not said raised portion B, and the flexible
cover B, hinged to one side of the base and
provided with one or more pockets, as 16 17,
and arranged to fold over and be secured on
top of said leaf D, but not on top of said
raised portion B, substantially as described.

3. Theherein-described lap writing-desk or
portfolio having the rigid base A, provided
with the raised portion B and the receptacle
F, the leaf D, hinged to one side of the base
and provided with the loops 13,for holding the
blotter don its upper side and the pocket and
sight-opening for the sheet 24 on its underside,
and arranged to cover the receptacle F, but
not said raised portion B, and the cover E,
hinged to one side of the base and. provided
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with the pockets 16 17, and arranged to fold 95

over and be secured on top of the leaf D, but
not on top of said raised portion B, by the
loops 8 9, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my

hand in the presence of two subscribing wit- 100

nesses.

GUSTAVE HOOD.

‘Witnesses:
J. A. HoVEY,
JAs. J. KENNEDY.
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