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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, PIERRE LORILLARD, JT.,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at N eW
York, county of New York, and State of New
5 York have invented certain new and usefal
Improvements in Receptacles for Tobaeco,
which are fully described and represented in
the following specification and theaccompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of the same.
1c -~ This invention relates to improvements in
paekaaes or receptacles which are designed
for useinputbing up fine-cut and other tobaceo
- for the retail trade.

It is customary at the present time to pub
15.-up this class of tobacco in comparatively small
receptacles, which usunally consist of ordinary
wooden pails closed by wooden covers, which
are nailed or otherwise secured in position for
shipment, and serve as loose-fitting covers to
excludedust while the tobacco is on sale. This
manner of putting up this kind of tobacco has
become very popular and hasbeen extensively
adopted, not only because the packages of this
form are convenient for handling during ship-
25 ment and while the tobacco is on sale, bub
also because these receptacles are readily sal-
able after the contents are exhausted, and
thus partly reimburse the dealer for the cost
of the package. This manner of putting up
this kind of tobacco has, however, been open
to certain serious objections, the principal
objection being that the loose wooden cover
does not act to exclude the air from the pack-
age, thus leaving the entire upper surface of
35 the tobacco exposed to the air, which causes

the moisture originally contained in the to-
" bacco to evaporate and renders the tobacco
dry and brittle and impairs its flavor. In
gsome cases it has been proposed to prevent
this evaporation by wrapping the tobaceco in
waxed paper tg exclude the air, and in other
cases means have been provided for maintain-
ing the tobaccoin a moist condition by adding
moisture as fast as the original moisture was
evaporated. All of these devices have, how-
ever, proved unsatisfactory, partly because
they are not wholly effective, partly because
of the additional expense invoived, and partly
because of collateral disadvantages ‘hich were
go entailed.

It is the object of the present invention to

20

30

40

45

provide apackage or receptacle for this class

of tobaceo which,while having all the advan-
tages of the 01d1nary packa@es nowin common
useinthe way of convenience and substantially 53
all the advantages of such packages in the way.
of economy, will also be capable of preserving
the moisture originally contained in the to-

“baceo while it is on sale.

In order to convey a full understanding of 6o
the invention, it will now be described in de-
tail, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is asectional elevation of a wooden
package made in the form of a pail, such as is 65
ordinarily used for putting up fine-cut and .
similar tobacco. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the
same, the wooden cover being removed. Fig.

3 is an enlarged sectional detail.

Referring to said figures, it is to be under- 70
stood that A represents a receptacle in the :
form of a pail such as is ordinarily used for
putting up this class of tobacco. The paii

‘herein illustrated is an ordinary wooden pail

made up of staves which are secured together 75
by hoops; but other equivalent materials—
such as wood fiber or papier-maché—may of
course be employed.

It is to be remarked that the form of pack-
age may of course be varied from that shown
without departing essentially from the inven-
tion.

Brepresents the ordinary wooden cover with
which the package is provided to proteet the
contents during shipment and while on sale,
this cover being secured to the top of the pack-
ages by nails or other suitable means until the
contents are to be put on sale, and afterward
being used as a loose cover which is removed
from time to time to gain access to the con-
tents. The disadvantages of this loose cover
as a means of closing the package while the
tobacco is on sale have already been stated.
To avoid these disadvantages 1 prov1de the .
upper end of the package with an inner clos- g3
ing head or diaphragm, a, which is made of
thin sheet metal or similar thin material,
preferably tin-plate, and fits inside the end of
the package beneath the cover B. The head
a is provided around its edge with an up-
wardly-projecting flange, 2, by which it is se-
cured to the sides of the packages, as indi-
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cated in Fig. 1. The head ¢ is provided at or
near its center with an opening, b, around the
edge of which there is formed a flange, 3, which
projects either upward or downward and re-
ceives a removable flanged cover, ¢, by remov-
ing which access can be had to the interior of
the package.

The manner of applying the improvements
thus described is as follows: The packages A
having been filled with tobaeco in the usnal
manner, the inver head, «, will be inserted
and pressed into the upper end of the pack-
age, 80 as to form a tight joint between the
flange 2 and the side of the package, and se-
cured in that position by means of tacks pass-
ing through the flange 2. The flange 2 will
preferably be made to flare slightly more than
the flare of the sides of the packages, asshown
in Pig. 3, so that as the head is pressed into
the end of the package the flange will yield
slightly, and thus secure a tight joint hetween
the flange and the sides of the package. This
will also permit the heads a, (which will be
made in stock in large quantities,) to be intro-
duced into packages which vary slightly in
size and shape. The head having been thus
introduced and secured, the cover B will be
secured in position and the package will be
ready for shipment. When the tobacco is to
be placed on sale, the cover B will be perma-
nently removed, and access can be then had
to the tobacco by removing the supplemental
or inner cover,c. After each sale is made the
cover ¢ can be readily replaced in position,
thus making the package practically air-tight,
so as to prevent evaporation, and thus pre-
serve the flavor of the tobacco until the con-
tents are exhausted. When the package is

emptied, the closing head e can be removed,
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and the package is then salable, the same as
the similar packages heretofore in use.

The heads @, with their removable covers,
can be produced in large quantities at a very
trifling expense, and by their employment the
objections which have heretofore existed to
the use of packages of this general class for
putting up this kind of tobacco are entirely
obviated.

Aside from their capacity for retaining the
original moisture and flavor of the tobacco,
the packages provided with this improvement
are also desirable, because the head a and its
removable cover permit the packages to be
laid on their sides upon a shelf, which is the
most convenient and desirable position in
which to place the packages while the con-
tents are on sale. With the loose wooden
covers this was of course impossible, not only
because the covers would not be retained in
position, but because no means was provided
for preventing the tobaceo from falling out of
the package.

What I elaim is—

The herein-deseribed package or receptacle
for tobacco, counsisting of the body A, pro-
vided with the removable cover B, and with
the head a, having the upwardly-projecting
flange 2 fitted into the end of the body, and
having the opening b, provided with the re-
movable tight-fitting cover ¢, substantially as
described. ,

In testimony whercof I have hereunto set my
hand in the presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

P. LORILLARD, J=r.

Witnesses:

ETHAN ALLEN,
CHAs. H. BARKELEW.
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