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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ASHER B. STEVENS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Brook-
lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New
York, have invented a certain new and useful
Improvement in Umbrella-Supports, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion.

This invention relates to those devices used
upon children’s carriages which have a para-
sol, umbrella, or canopy for the top for hold-
ing the standard or rod of such top in adjusted
position,vertical, lateral, or backward and for-
ward, to protect the occupant of the carriage
from the sun’s rays or the weather. Such de-
vieces are commonly termed ‘‘umbrella sup-
ports or holders,”” and my device will be herein
referred to under such terms.

Theinvention consistsina ‘“universal joint,”
so called, for clamping the umbrella rod or
standard in any desired position,asI willnow
proceed tomoreparticularlyset forthandelaim.

In the accompanyiog drawings, in the sev-
eral figures of which like parts are similarly
designated, Figure.1 is a front elevation; Fig.

-2, a side elevation; Fig. 3, a longitudinal sec-

tion; Fig. 4, a top view; Fig. 5, a front view;
Fig. 6, a transverse section of the clamping
members of the joinf, taken in the plane of
line z =, Fig. 2; and Fig. 7 is a perspective
view of a modification of one member of the
clamping device.

The bracket or stand ¢ may be of any ap-
proved construction. I have herein shown it
as composed of a bow or arch, b, having at-
taching-feet ¢ ¢ ¢, whereby the device may be
secured to the back of a carriage. The bow b
has an internally-serew-threaded boss, d, which
receives a thumb-screw, e. u

I designate the clamping device or univer-
sal joint as a whole by the letter f, and this
clamping device consists of a member, g, made
in the form of an annulus and provided with
laterally-projecting lugs #, which find bear-
ings in slots 4 in the bow.” By means of these
lugs A having their bearings in the slotted
bow the said member g has a rotary motion
in said bow in the direction of arrow 1in Fig.
2. 'The other member, j, of this clamping de-
vice is provided with a transverse opening, %,
of a diameter sufficient to receive the rod or
standard 7, which is used to support the para-

-sol or nmbrella or eanopy, and this member j

is provided with depending lugs m, of a diam-
eter just sufficient to neatly fit within the mem-
ber g, so as to permit the free rotation of the
member § therein. The adjacent faces of the
members g and § are made flatand are adapted
to come into contact, so that the rod I will be
held within the opening % in the member j by
pressure against the face of the member g.
The rod is held in any desired position when
the set-screw ¢ is turned down upon the mem-
ber j, $0 as to force said member against the
member g. The point of this set-screw bears
against the member j, and preferably in a way,
%, sunk in the head of said member j. The ob-
ject in providing the way n is to prevent the
escape of the member j when the set-screw is
loosened.

Instead of making the face of the member g
flat, it may be provided with a series of notehes
or corrugations, o, (see Fig. 7,) and when this
form of the member g is used the rod lwill be
1aid in one or the other of these notches o, and
thus said notches will co-operate with the re-
cess or opening k in the member j to hold the
rod. Of course when the member ¢ is pro-
vided with the notches o it will not be neces-
sary to use so deep an opening k in the mem-
ber j.
7) will be most advantageously used when the
rod is of considerable size and the parasol or
umbrella or canopy heavy. Itsimply assures
a firmer grasp of the rod.

As already stated, the member g has a ro-
tary motion in the direction of arrow 1in Fig.
2. This will permit the adjustment or in-
clination of the rod in that direction or there-
verse of it. The member j has a rotary mo-
tion at right apgles to this motion—that is to
say, in the direction of arrow 2 in Fig. 2—so
that the rod, and of course the canopy at-
tached thereto, may have aninclination later-
ally of the carriage, or in the direction indi-
cated by arrow 3 in Fig. 1. Itisobvious that
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This form of member ¢ (shown in Fig.
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the member j rotates with the member g in -

the direction of arrow 1, and it is equally ob-
vious that in order to rotate the member j in
the direction of arrow 2 the set-screw will have

‘to be loosened, and that the member g does

not travel with the member 7 in the own par-
ticular direction of rotation of said member j.
Thelugs m by entering the member g serve
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to direct the member j in its rotation and pre-
vent its lateral displacement. These alone
will be sufficient for this purpose withou$ the
addition of the recess n, in which the screw

5 plays; but I prefer to use both precautionary
means.

I do not limit my invention to its applica-
tion to children’s carriages, as it is obvious

“that with modified forms of brackets or stands

10 @ the device might be used for a like purpose

on other vehicles and on other apparatus than
vehicles.. . '

What I claim is—

1. A bracket or stand and a universal joint

15 journaled therein and.-composed of an annulus
provided with journaling-lugs rotatable in said
bracket or stand, and a clamping member fit-
ted to said annular member and rotatable in a
blane ab right angles to the plane of rotation

20 of the annular member and adapted to receive
and hold a rod, substantially as described.

2. A bracket or stand provided with a slot-
ted bow and a set-serew, combined with a uni-
versal joint composed of a rotatable member

25 journaled in said slotted bracket and another
member fitted to said first-named member and
provided with an opening or recess to receive
the thing to be supported and clamped, and
rotatable with the first-named member and

30 also at right angles to its plane of rotation,
substantially as described.

3. The annular member g, having laterally-
projecting lugs , combined with the member
J, baving an opening, %, and lugs m, fitted in

said annular member, a bracket provided with 3
bearings for said lugs, and a set-screw, sub-
stantially as set forth. : ,

4. A bracket or stand combined with a uni-
versal joint composed of a rotatable member,
¢, having bearings in said bracket or stand, 4¢
and a second member, 7, fitted to rotate with
said rotatable member and also having an in-
dependent rotation of its own, and also pro-
vided with an opening or recess to receive the .
thing to be clamped, and a set-screw arranged 4:
in the bracket or stand and bearing against
the last-named member to force it and the de-
vice contained in its recess against the face of
the first-named member to elamp and hold the
said device at any desired inclination or ele- s5c
vation, substantially as described.

5. The bracket or stand combined with a
universal joint composed of a rotatable mem-
ber, g, having the notched or corrugated face,
and a second member having a recess to re- 3
ceive the thing to be clamped and co-operat-
ing with said notched first-named member in
holding and retaining the said thing to be
clamped, and a clamping-screw, substantially
as described. :

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my
hand this 29th day of August, A. D, 1887. -

ASHER B. STEVENS.
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Witnesses:
Joun HoYER,
GILBERT F. McGLOIN.




