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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, BENTAMIN J. BUCKMAN,
of Garduer, in the county of Worcester and
State of Massachusetts, have invented certain
new and uvseful Improvements in Knockdown
Raftan Chairs, of which the following is a
speecification.

My invention relates to improvemeants in
rattan chairs made in separate parts adapted
to be compactly arranged to occupy a small
space for stowage or transportation and to be
readily connected to form a finished chair.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of one of my improved
chairs. Tig. 2 is a perspective view of one of
the legs deftached. TFig. 3 is a plan of the
cross-stretcher detached. Figs. 4 and 5 illus-
trate the manner of securing the front and
side braces to the seat-frame. Tig. 6 illus-
trates one of the arm-pieces. TFig. 7isamodi-
fication of the leg.

My chair, as shown in the drawings, con-
sists of a back-frame, A, arm-pieces B, seat-
frame C, legs D, and cross-stretcher ¥, The
back-frame A is made in the usual way; but
the arm-pieces B B are attached by meauns of
eyes 0, through which the back-dowels ¢ pass.
This is one feature of my invention, and al-
lows the back and arm-pieces to be packed
more compactly than heretofore, for the arm-
pieces can be brought nearly parallel with the
back when detached from the seat.

The back-frame A is made of the usual up-
right and cross dowels, « ¢/, wound with cane
inthe usual way. The main dowels b b of the
arm-pieces B have each a strip of rattan bent
to form the eye !/, secured to them by wire
nails and by winding with eane.

The shoulders d serve to proteet the coils of
cane near the ends of the rods of wood which
are wound with cane, these rods being com-
monly called ““dowels,”’ and this combination
of a dowel wound with cane with the shoulder
d constitutes another feature of my preferred
construction. Without this shoulder the coils
of cane are apt to become loosened in trans-
portation and handling.

The seat-frame C is of the usual construc-
tion, The legs D are turned and wound with
cane between the enlarged part ¢ and the

g

shoulder d, (which may be of metal, as in the
back and arm dowels, or may beintegral with
the wood, as in the legs,) but left free from
winding at the bulb or enlarged part d, in
which a hole is bored to receive the end of one
of the dowels f of the eross-stretcher I,

The cross stretcher I is made of two dowels,
/, united by the usual braces and winding of
cane, bub is new in that its ends are tenons to
fit the mortises in the enlarged parts @’ of the
legs D. It also hasthe shoulders d to protect
the end coils of the winding cane,.

The legs D have their ends made as tenons
to fit mortises in the rocker, when rockersare
used; but when rockers are not used I prefer
to make them as shown in Fig. 7, where the
leg-piece is wound not only between the upper
shoulder d and the enlarged part d', but also
between theenlarged part d’ and alower shoul-
der d, and its lower end is formed to rest upon
the floor. It will be obvious thatthe enlarged
part & performs the same office for.the coils
of winding cane near it as do the shoulders d
for the coils near these shoulders. The coils
arc wound close up to the shoulders d and the
enlarged part 4, and the end of the winding
cane is fastened by a wire nail in the usual
way.

The front braces, g, and side braces, ¢, are
secured to the legs in the usual way; but their
outer ends must be adapted to be sceured to
the seat-frame C.

The front braces, g, are made with an eye,

¢, formed by thinning the outer end of the

piece of rattan of which the brace is madeand
bending it back and securing it by nails and
winding, and thiseyeis held to the seat-frame
by a sgcrew; bub the converse of this is practi-
cal, and is shown in the side braces, ¢/, which
are enlarged at their ends, so as to form a
head, ¢° this head entering a socket in the
seat-frame C, shaped to receive it, with a slof
for the smaller portion or neck next the head,
and a filling-plug, ¢, to retain the head ¢* in
the socket.

A serviceable head may be formed by com-
pressing the rattan when in temper near its
end to form a neck, or a filling-piece may be
used in the eye, as in Fig. b.

In some styles of my chair the back-frame
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may be dispensed with, or the main dowels of
the back-frame may be continuations of the
rear legs.

I claim as my invention—

In a knockdown rattan chair, the back-
frame A and seat C, in combination with the
arm-pieces B, the arm-pieces having dowels
with tenons to fit in mortises in the seat, and

other dowels provided with eyes ', by which

the arm-pieces are connected to the back- 10

frame, substantially as and for the purposeset
forth.
: BENJAMIN J. BUCKMAN.
‘Witnesses:

T. B. DUNN,

. 8. WHITTEMORE. .
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