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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jaurs F. Morrovy, of
West Haven, in the connty of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new and
useful Improvementin Lever Buckles,of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to that class of lever-
buckles in which the lever is provided at its
ends with pivots or trunnions formed integral
therewith, and in which the buckle-frame or
front plate has at its opposite sides inwardl y-
turned ears, in which the bearings for the piv-
ots or trunnions are formed. :

My invention consists in a novel construe-
tion of the frame or front plate, whereby bear-
ings for the lever pivots or trunnions are
formed, and in the combination of the lever
with such a frame or front plate, as hereinafter
particularly deseribed, and pointed out in the
claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a rear view or elevation of a buckle embody-
ing my invention; and Figs. 2 and 3 are see-
tional views upon a plane indicated by the dot-
ted line » z, Fig. 1, Iig. 2 showing the lever
with the buckle closed, and Fig. 3 showing the
lever with the buckle open or raised to permit
of the adjustment of the strap under the lever.
Fig. 4 is a perspective rear view of the frame
or front plate with the lever removed; and

Figs. 5 and 6 are perspective views of the le- -

ver, the first showing the rear or outer side of
the lever and the latter showing the inner side
of the lever.

Similar letters of reference designate corre-
sponding partsin all the figures,

A B designate, respectively, the front plate
or frame and the lever, which- form the prin-
cipal elements of which the buckle is com-
posed. The frame is here represented as hav-
ing an_eye or opening, a, in its lever part,
through which may be passed the hook of the
button-hole tabs, which are ordinarily applied
to the buekles of suspenders. Thelever hasits
upperedgeortop turned inward, as shownatb,
and serrated or provided with teeth or spurs,
which are adapted to engage the strap, which
is inserted between the lever and the frame,
when the lever is swung inward to closed po-
sition, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The lever
B swings upon pivots or trunnions ¥, upon
which i6 is hung, and which are formed inte-

gral with the lever and project from its ends,
as shown best in Figs. 5 and 6. The pivotsor
trunnions &’ are journaled in bearings which
are provided upon the front plate or frame,
A, and which are best shown in Figs. 1 and 4.

At opposite sides of the frame A are in-
wardly-turned ears «, which are substantially
parallel with the plane of the frame A, and
which are provided, as here represented, at
their upper edges with downwardly and in-
wardly turned hooks ¢>. Inward of the hooks
«* the ears¢’ are provided with flanges ¢*, and,
as here represented, these flanges are offset at
the points a* directly toward the body of the
frame A, and this to a certain extent closes
the bottom of the hooks ¢®. The trunnions or
pivots &’ of the lever B are inserted behind the
ears ¢’ and upward into the hooks ¢ and the
flanges @', which are protruded into or partly
close the downwardly-presented hooks «’, as
shown Dbest in Fig. 2, come below the pivots
or trunnions ¥/, as best shown in Fig. 2, and
form the lower portion of the bearings for said
pivotsortrunnions. Moreover, the flanges o?,
being offset inward at «* from the ears «/, form
seats to receive the lever B when the latter is
closed, as represented in Figs. 1 and 2, and
enable me to produce a buckle which hasa flat
plain back and no projections at the back upon
which the clothing may cateh.

I have shown the lever B as having at the
ends inwardly-turned tongues 0% which, when
the lever is closed, underlie the flanges «°, as
shown in Fig. 2, and -by thus underlying the
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flanges, whieh form a part of the bearings, the ‘

tongues 0° relieve the pivots or trunnions d' to
a considerable extent of upward strain, which
results from the nse of the buckle.

I have shown the lower edge or bottom' of
the buekle-lever as turned inward similarly to
the top edge, where are the spurs 0, and this
lower edge is also serrated or provided with
any desired number of spurs %, which engage

“the strap when the lever B is closed, as shown
in Fig. 2, and by their engagement with the
strap add greatly to the holding power of the
lever. :

What I claim as my invention, and desireto
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In the lever-buckle herein described, the
combination, with the lever having at its ends
pivots or trunnions, of 'a frame having ears
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turned inward and provided with downwardly-
presented and inwardly-turned hooks to.re-
ceive beneath them and behind the ears the
pivots or trunnions of the lever, said ears also
having flanges which underlie ‘the pivots or
trunnions to hold them in said hooks, substan-
tially as herein deseribed. -

2. The combination, with alever, B, having
pivots or trunnions b’ at the ends, of a frame,
as A, having the inwardly-turned ears ¢/, sur-
mounted by downwardly and inwardly turned
hooks a* and provided with the inwardly-off-
set flanges ¢, against the outer faces of which
the lever. closes, thereby producing a buckle
with a flat plain back, substantially as herein
described. i

8. The combination, with a lever, B, having
integral pivots: or trunnions at its ends; of: a

frame, as A, having the inwardly-turned ears
«, provided with hooks ¢’ and: flanges, as &,
to form the bearings for the lever, the said

‘lever havinginwardly-turned tonguesd’,which

engage with the said ears when the lever is
closed and relieve the pivots or trunnions of
strain, substantially as herein described.

4. The :combination, with a lever-buckle
frame, of alever pivoted therein and having
its upper edge provided with spurs for engag-
ing the strap, and also having its lower edge
turned in and formed with spurs for engaging
the strap, substantially as herein described.

JAMES F. MOLLOY.

Witnesses:
ROBERT LYNN,
Rorrin W. HiINE.
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